School Newsletter
Welcome to this edition of our school
newsletter. Time seems to be racing away as
we endeavour to complete all we need to do
before the end of the school year. Our last
Year 8 camp will finish today, classes have
been busy sailing, and the Athletics day is
soon upon us. Whilst it is good to have these
additional activities, it is also important to
continue to focus on academic work, and
successfully completing our school year. To
help us, we would appreciate parental support
in maintaining standards at our school. Your
help with ensuring your child is wearing
correct school uniform to school would be
appreciated.
Earlier this week I attended a reference group
meeting regarding on-line safety. One
interesting statistic I heard mentioned was that
about 70% of young people believe that their
friends were sending inappropriate images to
other young people, but only around 5% said
they were – a case of perception and reality
being at odds. In addition, I heard of a new
initiative by Netsafe called “rescam”. This
programme allows you to send scam emails to
a “bot” which will engage the scammers and
basically waste their time conversing with a
computer programme, rather than with a real
person. Netsafe is a great organisation that
supports on-line safety, and is well worth
looking up at www.netsafe.org.nz/rescam/ as
is another government department, CERT
which has really good resources for parents to
use – one such resource helps parents’ to
help children to safely set up new hardware
(laptops and the like). Again, I would
recommend having a look at their website.
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An issue which continues to plague New
Zealand and our schools is bullying. I would
ask that parents discuss sensible choice
making as part of every day behaviour. As our
pupils move on to high school it is really
important for them to learn how to make good
friends, and with these friends how to be
inclusive, welcoming, and how to not tolerate
bullying. This is a societal issue and we all
need to play our part, by role-modelling
appropriate behaviour, and by having those
really important discussions. Children learn
from their parents, and from other adults.
Children’s relationship with those significant
adults will help them to grow into the people
we want them to be. Never underestimate how
important you are as a parent.
As the year draws even closer to the end, I
hope that you will reflect on your involvement
with Kirkwood in a positive way. If you have
any suggestions as to how we could improve
our school, I would love to hear them – please
feel welcome to send an email or make a
phone call.
If you know anyone who is coming to
Kirkwood next year and who has not sent in
an enrolment form, please encourage them to
do so as soon as they can. If you have a
request for next year, be it a specific class
placement, or a request to separate children,
please do so by the end of next week – these
can be sent either to me, or to
school.information@kirkwood.school.nz
Thank you for your on-going support of our
school.
Phil Tappenden
Principal

Flowers from your Garden
On Tuesday 28 November, our students will be entertaining a group of senior citizens at our
Community Concert.
We make flower buttons to give to our guests, so, if you have any small flowers in your
garden that would be suitable, could you bring them to school on Tuesday morning please.
Just drop them off to the school foyer before school on the Tuesday morning.

School Cell Phone
For texting absentees only please.
027 4163414.
(Please note – we do not reply.)
If you have an urgent or important message
that you want passed to your child,
please ring the office on 348 7718.
(If you text or email, we may not read the
message in time.)

Homework Club
This is held on
Tuesday & Thursday
afternoons
from 3:00pm – 3:45pm.
This is for pupils to do homework, research
and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service
provided by the Christchurch City Library.
Drink & biscuits will be provided

Thanks.
Please note: there is no homework club
today due to Christchurch Show weekend.

Road Safety
Please can you emphasize to your
children how important it is to cross
Riccarton Road at the pedestrian
crossing by Wharenui Road.
If you are dropping your child off
opposite the school, they must walk
down the road to this crossing.
Please do not help them to cross
opposite the school.
Thank you for your support with this.

Scholastic Book Club
Orders are due by
Tuesday 21 November.

Please post in the office slot.

PTA Fundraiser – Christmas Hamper Raffle
We have a wonderful Christmas Hamper that the PTA have put together. It is full of delicious
food items as well as a Rustic Bakery Café voucher and Thai Restaurant voucher.
Raffle tickets cost $2 and are available from the school office.

Pupils Achievements
Good luck to Tamara for the Southland
Marching Championships down in
Invercargill.
Congratulations Lauren for winning
the National Tumbling Champs (11-12
Women's section) which were held in
Christchurch in October
Year 7 & 8 Water polo was held in Dunedin.
Jackson played 5 games with 5 wins! Well
done Jackson.
Congratulations Reuben and Robin who
both made the Canterbury Korfball team.
The boys’ play on Friday nights at
Bishopdale. Both doing really well

Summer Tournament - Touch
The upcoming summer tournament is on
Tuesday 5 December for the whole day.
We are requiring parents who would be
willing to manage our touch teams for the
day.
The teams would be selected and trained at
school; however, there is no expectation that
the parents will be involved in this.
We can potentially take more than one team
if we have enough parents. If you are an
experienced touch referee, we would also
like to hear from you.
Please contact Stacey at
staceytimblick@kirkwood.school.nz .

Year 8 Classes 2018
If parents have any concerns over
placement for 2018, please feel free to
contact Peter Aitken at
p_aitken@kirkwood.school.nz
I will finalise classes by Friday 24 November
so could any enquiries be made before then
please.
Thank you

Santa Parade Parking
Santa Parade Parking is available on the
school grounds from 1:00pm on Sunday 3
December. There will be a charge of $5 per
car.

Wellington Camp – Rooms 1 & 2

Athletics Day
On Tuesday 7 November, we had the Kirkwood Athletics day. A selected number of our pupils
will go on to compete at the Inter Intermediate School athletics on Tuesday 21 November.

Emails
We are aware that the following Vodafone
email services will be closing:









clear.net.nz;
es.co.nz;
ihug.co.nz;
paradise.net.nz;
pcconnect.co.nz;
quik.co.nz;
vodafone.net.nz;
wave.co.nz.

Please let the school office know via email at
school.information@kirkwood.school.nz if
you require updating your email.
Thank you.

Year 8 Māori Pupils
We have information available for Māori
scholarships, if you are interested you may
collect the information from the school office.

Cell Phone Rules
During school time we ask that cell phones
are not to be carried on pupils or in their
school bags. They are to be placed in the
classroom Deposit Box or left at home.
Phones are to be put in the Deposit Box on
arrival and are not to be used before school.
If a cell phone is found on a pupil, or in their
bag, their parent will need to pick this up from
the school office. Alternatively, a parent is
able to call the school office to give
permission for the phone to be handed back
to their child.
If you have any questions please do not
hesitate to contact the office.

Cansail – Room 1
Most of our Year 8 pupils had a sailing
experience this week through the Cansail
Charitable Trust which is an organisation
dedicated to the personal development of
young adults through the challenge of
crewing a small ship.
They sailed on the STV Fox ll in Lyttelton
Harbour, having a hands on experience in
sailing. There are still two classes left to
attend this trip on Monday 27 November.

Our Term Calendar:
(you can also refer to our website:
www.kirkwood.school.nz)
Project X – Year 7
Travis Wetlands Trip

Thursday

16 Nov

Friday

17 Nov Canterbury Show Day – School Closed

Tuesday

21 Nov Inter Intermediate Schools Athletics

Thursday

23 Nov BoT Meeting

Friday

24 Nov Disco

Monday

27 Nov

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Cansail – Room 5 & 6
Vision and Hearing Testing
Community Concert
28 Nov
Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 8 & 11
Triathlon
29 Nov
Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 9 & 13
30 Nov Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 10 & 12
Santa Parade (Parking at School for a school fundraiser – only if
grounds are dry)

Sunday

3 Dec

Wednesday

6 Dec Summer Tournament

Thursday

7 Dec Blues Assembly

Wednesday

13 Dec Year 8 Final Assembly, 7pm (Last day for Year 8 students)

Thursday

14 Dec

Year 7 Final Assembly, 11am (and then they go home)
Last Day of School

Whittle Knight and Boatwood sponsors of our VisTab sign in
system.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Burnside High School – The uniform shop is open every Monday lunchtime 1pm – 2pm and every Tuesday after school
2:45pm – 4pm. There are also special uniform shop days in the Cross Gym on Saturday 9 December 11am – 1pm and
in the uniform shop in A Block on Monday 18 December 1pm – 4pm.
Chinese Immigrant Parents – If you have a child between the ages of 5 – 12 years and are able to participate in a study
regarding participation in parenting programmes, could you please contact Yun Wei on 022 3805687.

SPORTS/CLUBS
Sport Canterbury Active Kids – Now taking registrations for the January 2018 programmes. For more info, please visit
www.sportcanterbury.org.nz or email jules.wilkesportcanterbury.org.nz

PROGRAMMES/EVENTS
ASB Fun Run – Taking place on Sunday 26 November. To receive your guide contact hello@summerstarter.co.nz

Noel Leeming Offer
Noel Leeming are offering you, your friends and family the ability to head into store and purchase items at a cost + 10%
price. This is also a fundraising opportunity for us.
Head into your local or favorite Noel Leeming store and only pay 10% on the cost price.
The store will then donate 2.5% of your total sale price to us to help raise funds for Kirkwood Intermediate School.
This offer is on televisions, computers, whiteware and mobile phones.

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily endorse or support any
of the services advertised

PTA School Disco
Friday 24 November 7:00pm – 9:00pm
at Kirkwood’s School Hall
Cost: $5 per ticket
Pre order your tickets by filling out the permission slip below, and return to the office by
Wednesday 22 November.
The PTA are organizing fizzy drink, chips and glow items for purchase on the night.
Tickets may also be purchased at the door on the night.
So…………bring along your dancing shoes and join us for a boogie!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------School Disco
Name: ________________________________________of Room: _____
is able to attend the school disco on Friday 24 November from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.
$5 enclosed (please note this is a PTA organised event therefore cash only)
I agree to collect my child from the school foyer at 9pm
Signed ________________________ Name_______________________
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