School Newsletter
Welcome to this edition of our school
newsletter. The sun has really made such a
difference to our grounds – it is always lovely
to see new growth and the colours of our
gardens. It is also a real pleasure to be back
at school after my sabbatical. I would like to
thank Peter Aitken in particular for leading the
school in my absence, but also all of the staff
for stepping up and making sure the school
went well. I feel really refreshed from my time
away. The main highlights for me were visiting
schools, reading so much about education,
and analysing the results of the parent survey
so many of you kindly responded to. I will be
completing my sabbatical report over the next
few weeks, and will present to the Board and
to staff about my findings. I also will write an
abridged copy for our community in due
course. It seems unlikely that any great
changes will be happening to Kirkwood in the
near future.
On Sunday, I attended the PTA quiz evening
at the Avonhead Tavern. It was so good to
see so many of our friends and family
attending. Our PTA, led by Fiona Riddle put
so much effort into organising this event and it
was gratifying to see the support they had.
Congratulations to the winning team! Profits
from this evening are going to support our
Technology department, with the purchase of
electronics equipment. Our next PTA meeting
is being held next Wednesday 8 November.
Could I ask parents and caregivers to check
their children’s school uniform. We have a
simple school uniform that is designed for
safety, especially our shoes, and it is
disappointing that a number of our pupils are
not following our dress code. Your support in
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this, and in the wearing of a sun hat, would be
most appreciated.
Year 8 camps are continuing. I received
positive feedback from the group that attended
the Otago Rail Trail camp last week. This
week we have Rooms 1 and 2 attending their
Wellington trip, and in week 5, Rooms 5 and 6
will complete the Year 8 camp cycle. I would
like to thank all the adults involved on
organising and supporting our pupils – your
hard work is very much appreciated.
On Tuesday this week, I attended the funeral
of Peter Courtney, a past Principal of
Kirkwood. I had the pleasure of working under
Peter as a young teacher at Kirkwood in the
early 1980’s. I will always remember his quick
wit, his selflessness towards his family and the
school, and his intelligence and knowledge of
educational affairs. His leadership had a
profound influence on me, and on our school. I
have sent condolences to his family from our
school community.
I do hope that you are continuing to enjoy your
association with our school. Having had the
opportunity to visit over 20 schools last term, I
still feel very positive about our school and the
things that make us special. One of the most
important things for us is the support and
attitude of our community. I look forward to
working with you over the remainder of this
school year.
Best wishes

Phil Tappenden
Principal

Wellington and Otago Camp
All outstanding Wellington and Otago Camp costs need to be paid now.
The school bank account is:
Account Name: Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees;
Account Number: 12-3147-0180900-00;
Particulars: Child’s name (surname first);
Reference: Wellington camp or Otago camp.

School Cell Phone

Homework Club

For texting absentees only please.
027 4163414.
(Please note – we do not reply.)
If you have an urgent or important message
that you want passed to your child,
please ring the office on 348 7718.
(If you text or email, we may not read the
message in time.)

This is held on
Tuesday & Thursday
afternoons
from 3:00pm – 3:45pm.
This is for pupils to do homework, research
and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service
provided by the Christchurch City Library.
Drink & biscuits will be provided

Thanks.

Road Safety

Scholastic Book Club

Please can you emphasize to your
children how important it is to cross
Riccarton Road at the pedestrian
crossing by Wharenui Road.
If you are dropping your child off
opposite the school, they must walk
down the road to this crossing.
Please do not help them to cross
opposite the school.
Thank you for your support with this.

Orders are due by
Tuesday 21 November.

Please post in the office slot.

Internet Banking
The school bank details are as follows:
Account Name: Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees
Account Number: 12-3147-0180900-00
Particulars: Child’s name (surname and first name)
Reference: Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name)
For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities during the year,
please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box saying that you are paying
via the internet.

China Trip
Diary Note: Today we had an athletics day at school. We could only stay for the running
events, as we had to go and have lunch then go to the Panda Park. The Panda Park was
awesome, we saw adult and baby pandas, and they were so cute!
We went back to the school and attended a farewell meeting. After the farewell we made
dumplings for dinner with our homestay mums and kids.
By Emma P

New Zealand Institute of Sport

Water Polo

We are fortunate to have the New Zealand
Institute of Sport take sports lessons with our
pupils this term.

Theo and Jackson played in the Canterbury
team mid-October, they played 5 games and
won 4 of them.
Jackson had the best time. He then went on
to represent in the Canterbury Team 7 & 8’s
down south in Dunedin.

Congratulations to Grace, Brielle and Mya
Big congratulations to Halswell Rugby League Netball
Club Primary A Team who have three of our pupils in
the team – Grace T, Brielle and Mya W.
They have gone back to back, winning the Selwyn
Netball Final A grade against the Rolleston Netball Club
primary A team, with a score of 32-26!
Well done girls.

Canterbury Primary Schools Sports Association
Boys’ Basketball
Two Kirkwood Intermediate school sent two
basketball teams played at Pioneer in the
South Island Intermediate school
competition.
It was a good day for the boys’ team, they
placed fourth overall.
I would like to thank Miss Timblick for
assisting with coaching the boys’ team.

Girls’ and Boys’ Badminton
Kirkwood entered a girls’ and boys’
Badminton team to the South Island
Invitational Badminton Tournament this year.
Both teams performed consistently well over
the course of the two days. Out of the 12
teams, the boys finished a very credible
sixth and the girls finished an excellent
third.
Both teams were a credit to the school and
did us proud.

By Reuben

Table Tennis

Girls’ Basketball
The girls’ team played really well.
Even though we lost most of our games, we
made some great shots.
Two of our team members were new to
basketball; they picked up the game very
quickly and did really well.
By Emma V

Three teams represented Kirkwood
Intermediate School in table tennis and
competed at the tournament, which took
place on the Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25
October.
On the first day of the tournament,
Kirkwood’s Team 1 managed to win 3 out of
5 games, and were placed 3rd in their pool,
allowing them to play in the A grade on the
following day. Teams 2 and 3 went on to play
in the B grade.
At the end of the second day, when the
results were announced, everyone had
played 10 singles and 10 doubles, therefore
we were quite tired.
Well done to all!
By Zili

Volley Ball Teams

School Garden
On behalf of our gardening students, I would
like to thank the PTA for their kind gift of
$200, to be used for the development of the
school garden.
The garden provides a learning environment
outside the classroom which helps to
promote team work, communication, health
and wellbeing, (Hauora).
Kathryn Mason and her class have taken
over the role as curators of the garden, and
pupils have been busy collecting and
growing "My Little Gardens" in their
classroom, which, will be planted this term.
Amongst these little plants are swan plants,
which attract monarch butterflies.
This year a Native edible garden has been
developed as part of Māori Language Week.
Students have spent time researching
sourcing and planting five edible natives;
puha, kawakawa, NZ spinach, Horopito and
a tree fuchsia all sourced from Trees for
Canterbury.

Squash
On Tuesday 24 October and Wednesday 25
October, Ryan, Mitchell and I (Sam) went to
a squash tournament at the Hoon Hay Club
(Squash HQ).
We played six games over a two-day period
winning three and losing three.
Everything went smoothly with our team of
three during the tournament. We all played
fair and hard. The most important thing is
that we had fun and would all like to do it
again next year.
By Sam

In time, we hope to grow enough plants to
use in our food technology programme. So
far produce collected from the garden has
been used to make ice cream and jam. The
ice cream was enjoyed by Rooms 1 and 6.
The jam was sold to generate some funding
for gardening resources.
Kathryn & Anna-Mary

Well Being Survey and Report
Sue Molloy (School Counsellor and SENCO
Coordinator) has completed a Well being
survey and report which was presented at
the Board of Trustees meeting last week.
If you are interested in reading these reports,
please follow the link
http://kirkwood.school.nz/category/schoolblogs/counsellor/

Kirkwood Helpers at Ilam Sports Day
Last week Room 1 walked over to Ilam School to help with the Ilam School Athletics day.

Science Road Show
Our Year 7 pupils had the opportunity to
participate in the Science Road Show, which
was held in our school hall this week.

Wellington Camp – Rooms 3 & 4

Otago Rail Trail Camp

Employability - Technology
Employability skills is the final focus for the
year. We started with three young people
visiting to talk about their jobs.
Amiee is a scientist. She works for Balance
Agri-Nutrients as a Science Extension
Officer and has an interesting job visiting
farms and helping to educate farmers about
their soil and working out what nutrients it
needs to produce the best grass and
therefore improve production such as
making more milk for example. There is a
lot of variety in this job and she gets to work
outside which she enjoys. Amiee feels it is
a really useful job as it makes a difference
in feeding the world since NZ exports so
many agricultural products.
Mallory works for Aecom as a GIS
Analyst. She uses GIS (Geographic
Information System) software to investigate
geographic data and present it on maps.
She works with her team on a variety of
jobs, mostly related to acoustics at the
moment such as construction (including
underwater construction at Lyttelton port to
reduce the effects of building on hector
dolphins), airport and road noise.

Andrew is a transportation engineer
working for TDG - helping to design roads
that will work efficiently and safely for
everyone. They do modelling before
building the roads to see the effects of the
designs and how they could be improved
before building them. Maths and Physics
were his favourite subjects and he uses
them all the time. Maths is everywhere in
our work, and physics helps you
understand things such as how a vehicle
can travel better.
When he designed a new intersection,
he had to predict traffic volumes resulting
from a new development nearby, and
model the intersection to see how it would
perform with the extra traffic. It was
interesting to see the videos of how a big
truck gets around corners.
Ms Waters made a cool 'Passport to
Employability'. Students demonstrate the
skills that employers want and technology
teachers stamp. There will be a reward
when the passport is completed.

Disco
Kirkwood School Hall
Friday 24 November
The Kirkwood PTA and Student
Council are holding a disco…..
Keep an eye out in the Notices and
Newsletter for ticketing details.

Our Term Calendar:
(you can also refer to our website:
www.kirkwood.school.nz)
Thursday

2 Nov Girls Self Defence

Tuesday

7 Nov

Wednesday

8 Nov PTA Meeting

Thursday

9 Nov

Kirkwood Athletics
Year 7 Christchurch City Council, New Zealand History

Cansail - Rooms 1 & 2
Girls’ Self Defence

Sunday

12 Nov Robofest

Monday

13 Nov Cansail - Rooms 3 & 4

Tuesday

14 Nov

Wednesday
Thursday

Wellington Camp – Rooms 5 & 6
Travis Wetlands Trip
Travis Wetlands Trip
15 Nov Future In Tech
New Families Evening
Project X – Year 7
16 Nov
Travis Wetlands Trip

Friday

17 Nov Canterbury Show Day – School Closed

Tuesday

21 Nov Inter Intermediate Schools Athletics

Thursday

23 Nov BoT Meeting

Friday

24 Nov Disco

Monday

27 Nov Cansail – Room 5 & 6

Tuesday

28 Nov

Wednesday
Thursday

Community Concert
Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 8 & 11
Triathlon
29 Nov
Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 9 & 13
30 Nov Year 7 Sailing at Lake Rua, Rooms 10 & 12

Wednesday

6 Dec Summer Tournament

Thursday

7 Dec Blues Assembly

Thursday

14 Dec Last day of Term 4

Whittle Knight and Boatwood sponsors of our VisTab sign in
system.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Garden Open Day – Learn more about Yoga, Meditation, Healing, Animal Healing and more. This is held on Saturday
4 November at the Self Realization Meditation Healing Centre, 100 Highsted Road, Bishopdale.
St Teresa’s School Fair – A family fun day on Saturday 11 November, 11am – 4pm, at St Teresa’s School, 10 Puriri St.
Paterson Rose – Kids linen, rugs, sheeting, etc popping up in Christchurch on Tuesday 31 October – Saturday 2
December, 184 Papanui Road from 10am.
Chinese Immigrant Parents – If you have a child between the ages of 5 – 12 years and are able to participate in a study
regarding participation in parenting programmes, could you please contact Yun Wei on 022 3805687.
The Rising Tide Project – An invitation to all parents whose children have used Rising Tide to have a say. If you are
interested, please email S.Herkt@massey.ac.nz
Canvas Bag Drama School – Classes combine a structured fun-filled social environment with extensive use of
improvisation and role play to develop positive feelings of self-worth. Enquire at info@canvasbag.nz
Maths and Science Tutor – For primary and secondary school students. With 40 years experience working as a
research scientist in Europe and New Zealand. For more into contact Ilia Iline 021 0752217 or ilia_chch@yahoo.com

SPORTS/CLUBS
Kids Fun Golf Event – Sunday 29 October, 1pm start. A shortened 9 hole course at Templeton Golf Club on Pound
Road. To register contact Rachel on 359 4000 or email rachel@canterburygold.co.nz.
Nettabury and Summer League – Summer Programmes run by the Christchurch Netball Centre. Please contact Sara
Norton 027 9194474 for more information or to register.
Girls’ Cricket – Do you like to have fun, make new friends, learn new skills and like to see a lot of action and
excitement? Come and play girls cricket this summer. For further club information contact Mark Pringle ph 027 2260360,
Juniors@halswellcricket.co.nz or visit www.halswellcricket.co.nz
St Albans Girls’ Cricket – Trainings will be at Hagley for most of the season and games are around the city. For more
information email teganw@stalbanscricket.co.nz or ph 027 3391340.
Junior Touch – Burnside RFC is running a junior touch module at Burnside Park. This is held on Wednesday evenings.
For more information visit www.burnsiderugby.co.nz.

PROGRAMMES/EVENTS
ASB Fun Run – Taking place on Sunday 26 November. To receive your guide contact hello@summerstarter.co.nz

Noel Leeming Offer
Noel Leeming are offering you, your friends and family the ability to head into store and purchase items at a
cost + 10% price. This is also a fundraising opportunity for us.
Head into your local or favorite Noel Leeming store and only pay 10% on the cost price.
The store will then donate 2.5% of your total sale price to us to help raise funds for Kirkwood Intermediate
School.
This offer is on televisions, computers, whiteware and mobile phones.

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily endorse or support any
of the services advertised
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