


 

We hope you enjoy reading the second edition of the “Kirkwood 
Magazine”.  We would like to give a huge thank you to everyone 

who has helped us out with additional photos and articles. 
 

The Magazine Team 
 

The house competition at Kirkwood Intermediate involves 
four houses: Mansfield-Hillary (blue), Britten-Te Kanawa 
(green), Rutherford-Batten (yellow), and Sheppard-Freyberg 
(red). The eight New Zealanders were chosen because they 
are all legends who show: leadership, determination, 
perseverance, courage, skill, innovation, success and vigour.  
They are all kiwi heroes that our pupils can look up to and 
aspire to. 
 

Every year each pupil is allocated a house, then we 
participate in house competitions to gain house points. Year 
8 pupils apply to become house leaders at the beginning of 
the year with a speech.  This year Seth, Kaitlin (Red), Katie, 
Angus (Green), Ethan, Emma (Yellow),  Aria and Ben (Blue) 
were successful.   The house leaders are in charge of events 
such as: organising a sausage sizzle each term for the 
winning house, and organising house mufti days, which 
includes choosing the charity to which the donations are 
given.   The leaders are also responsible for hosting school 
assemblies every Friday.   
 

Katie, one of the Britten-Te Kanawa house captains, said 
that she wanted to become a house captain because it 
sounded like a great opportunity to learn more about 
Kirkwood,  she wanted to help out at the assemblies and help 
others. She said the first assembly she hosted was very 
nerve-racking but it became easier the more she did it. 



KATHERINE MANSFIELD (1888-1923) 

Kathleen Mansfield Murry is regarded as one of New Zealand’s greatest 
internationally recognised poets and short story writers.  

 

Kathleen was born in Wellington, where she lived until she was 19.  She left 
New Zealand and settled in England, where she finished her education.  She 
was a promising cellist, but throughout her schooling showed that she had a 
gift for writing.  She had a number of short stories published as a teenager, 
writing under the pen name of Katherine Mansfield.  

 

Kathleen suffered many knocks in life, she struggled with her personal 
relationships, family, money, bad health, loneliness and grief (particularly 
after her brother died at war).  Her feelings and experiences influenced her 
writing along with nostalgia for New Zealand.     

“I think the only way to live as a writer is to draw upon one's real familiar life 
– to find the treasure in that.…And the curious thing is that if we describe 
this which seems to us so intensely personal, other people take it to 
themselves and understand it as if it were their own”.  

She published many works in her short life and was highly regarded by her 
literary peers, who were also good friends, as an extremely talented, modern 
writer. 

 

In 1923, at the age of 34, Kathleen died from pulmonary tuberculosis, after 
battling for many years 

SIR EDMUND HILLARY (1919-2008) 

Sir Edmund Hillary is a legendary mountain climber,  adventurer and 
philanthropist.  He is regarded as one of the best-known New 
Zealanders to have ever lived, his face immortalized on our $5 note. 

 

In 1953 Sir Edmund became the first person to ever climb to the 
summit of Mt Everest, the planet’s highest peak, with Sherpa Tenzing 
Norgay.  Dozens of daring adventures followed, including 
the  Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition of 1957–58, making 
them the first to reach the South Pole using motorized vehicles.  He 
was the first person to reach both poles and summit Everest.  In 1977 
he led a jet-boat expedition up the Ganges River.   

 

Of equal significance, was Sir Edmund’s humanitarian contribution to 
the Sherpa people of the Himalayas. For decades from the 1960s 
Hillary and supporters raised funds and built schools, hospitals and 
other facilities in the mountains. He also enjoyed a successful spell as 
New Zealand’s High Commissioner to India in the 1980s  

 

Hillary gathered numerous honours, including the Order of the 
Garter in 1995. Upon his death in 2008, he was given a state funeral in 
New Zealand .  He is a true kiwi hero. 

JOHN BRITTEN (1950-1995) 

John Britten was a New Zealand mechanical engineering designer and 
genius.  He built the world record setting motorcycle Britten v1000. 

 

John was born in Christchurch.  From childhood he had dyslexia, a learning 
disability that made reading very difficult for him. Dyslexia didn’t stop him 
from becoming one of the most versatile and creative designers New 
Zealand has seen.  After high school, he completed a mechanical engineering 
course.  He then went on to gaining experience in a range of jobs that built 
his understanding of engineering and materials. 

 

Britten was an extremely talented man.: He had a business making hand-
crafted glass lighting, he converted the stables at Mona Vale into an 
extraordinary house, he also loved racing historic motorcycles.  In his spare 
time John decided to design a prototype motorcycle from scratch in his 
shed at home.   “He didn’t understand he was being unconventional because 
he hadn’t been taught what conventional design was. The ability to see 
outside the box is a lot easier if you haven’t been shown the confines of the 
box in the first place. ‘Not possible’ was a foreign concept to Britten.”   
Using a trial and error model, John and his friends designed, built and 
constructed the Britten v1000. 

 

The motorbike went on to break numerous speed records and win a number 
of prominent motorcycle races around the world. 

DAME KIRI TE KANAWA (1944) 
 

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa is a world famous soprano singer.  She has received 
numerous honors for her services to opera and the arts including:  Order of 
New Zealand, Honorary Companion of the Order of Australia , Member of the 
Order of the Companions of Honour. 

 

Dame Kiri was adopted as a toddler and educated at St Mary’s College in 
Auckland, where she was formally trained in operatic singing.  As a teenager 
she placed in a variety of singing competitions.  The cash prizes and 
scholarships allowed her to study at the London Opera Centre.   

 

She began her career gaining small operatic roles, but was soon noticed and 
was getting major roles in London, New York and Paris.  In 1981 she was 
honored when she was asked to sing by the Prince of Wales at his 
wedding. Dame Kiri Te Kanawa has appeared as the title role in numerous 
operas throughout the world and performed in some of the most prestigious 
venues and events.  Her final performance was in Ballarat, Australia, in 
October 2016, but she did not reveal her retirement until September 2017.  
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa has also  recorded a number of albums and remains one 
of the most successful New Zealand artists of all time. 

 

The Kiri Te Kanawa Foundation was set up to provide financial and career 
scholarships to young New Zealand singers and musicians. Kiri has the vision 
"that talented young New Zealand singers and musicians with complete 
dedication to their art may receive judicious and thoughtful mentoring and 
support to assist them in realising their dreams."  

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/node/13727
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Garter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Garter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_funeral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honorary_Companion_of_the_Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_the_Order_of_the_Companions_of_Honour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_the_Order_of_the_Companions_of_Honour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballarat


ERNEST RUTHERFORD—LORD RUTHERFORD OF 
NELSON (1871-1937) 

 

Ernest Rutherford is regarded as the ‘father of the nuclear age’.  
Rutherford was a pioneer of nuclear physics and the first to split the 
atom.  He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his theory of 
atomic structure.  His portrait is immortalised on our $100 note. 

 

Ernest was born in Brightwater, near Nelson.  He went to school in the 
area and gained a scholarship to Canterbury University where he proved 
to be an outstanding researcher and he gained a BA, MA and BSc.  After 
gaining a Research Fellowship to travel to England, Ernest Rutherford 
embarked on his journey of research in the fields of Chemistry and 
Physics.  His research in Canada unraveled the mysteries of atomic 
structure and radioactivity.  In later research Rutherford became the 
first person to split the atom when he used alpha rays to convert 
oxygen atoms into nitrogen atoms. 

 

During his lifetime Rutherford made many scientific discoveries.  He 
saw the potential of nuclear energy and hoped that the world would be 
at peace if it could be harnessed.  Rutherford died 2 years before 
nuclear fission was invented.  Ernest Rutherford was honoured by being 
interred in Westminster Abbey near Sir Isaac Newton and next to the 
greatest scientists in the United Kingdom. 

JEAN BATTEN (1909-1982) 
 

Jean Batten was one of New Zealand’s greatest aviators.  She become an 
international celebrity after she accomplished a number of record 
breaking solo flights across the world. 

 

Batten's ambition to learn to fly developed when she was 19, after she 
was taken for a flight in Australia in a Southern Cross aeroplane.  She 
moved to England in 1929 where she learnt how to fly.   

 

In 1934, after two failed attempts, Batten successfully flew solo from 
England to Australia in a Gypsy Moth .  It took her 14 days and 22 hours 
(beating the previous female record by four days).  In 1935 she set a 
world record flying from England to Brazil in a Percival Gull, for which 
she was presented the Order of the Southern Cross, the first person 
other than royalty to receive the honour.  In 1936 she set another world 
record with a solo flight from England to New Zealand. At her birthplace 
of Rotorua she was honored by local Māori, as she had been after the 
1934 journey. She was given a chief’s feather cloak and given the title 
Hine-o-te-Rangi – "Daughter of the Skies".  

 

Because of her striking looks, her glamorous appearance at receptions 
(she always took a white silk dress with her on her record-breaking 
flights, and repaired her lipstick before exiting her aircraft), and her 
later reclusive ways, Batten became known as the "Garbo of the skies".  

KATE SHEPPARD (1847-1934) 

 

Katherine Sheppard was the leading light of the women’s suffrage (the 
right for women to vote) movement in New Zealand.  New Zealand 
became the first self-governing country in the world in 
which women were given the right to vote in parliamentary elections.  
Her contribution to our country has been honoured and immortalised 
with her image appearing on our $10 note. 

 

Kate Sheppard emigrated to Christchurch from England when she was 
in her early 20s.  In 1885 she joined the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union (WCTU) and was soon appointed National 
Superintendent for Franchise and Legislation.   

 

Kate Sheppard promoted women's suffrage by organising petitions and 
public meetings, by writing letters to the press, and by developing 
contacts with politicians. She was the editor of The White Ribbon, the 
first woman-operated newspaper in New Zealand. Through her skilful 
writing and persuasive public speaking, she successfully advocated 
women's suffrage. Her pamphlets Ten Reasons Why the Women of 
New Zealand Should Vote and Should Women Vote? contributed to the 
cause. Her work climaxed in a petition with 30,000 signatures calling 
for women's suffrage that was presented to parliament 1893. As a 
result, New Zealand became the first country to establish universal 
suffrage.  

LIEUTENANT GENERAL BERNARD FREYBERG, 
1st BARON FREYBERG (1889-1963) 

 

Lieutenant General Freyberg was a First World War hero and recipient 
of the Victoria Cross, the highest and most prestigious award of the 
British honours system.  He was New Zealand’s 7th Governor General. 

 

Freyberg emigrated to Wellington from England with his parents when 
he was 2 years old.   

 

He served as an officer in the British Army during the First World 
War. He took part in the beach landings during the Gallipoli 
Campaign,  swimming ashore and setting flares at Bulair. He was the 
youngest general in the British Army.  He later served on the Western 
Front, where he was decorated with the Victoria Cross and 
three Distinguished Service Orders, making him one of the most highly 
decorated British Empire soldiers of the First World War.  

 

During the Second World War, he commanded the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force in the Battle of Crete, the North African 
Campaign and the Italian Campaign. Freyberg was involved in 
the Allied defeat in the Battle of Greece, defeated again as the Allied 
commander in the Battle of Crete and performed successfully in 
the North African Campaign commanding the 2nd New Zealand Division, 
including during the Second Battle of El Alamein.  
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In the July school holidays, ten year 8 pupils: Ryan, Ethan, Casper, 
Alex, Katie, Brooke , Aaliya, Lauren, Grace and Mackenzie with two 
teachers: Mr Gaut and Miss Toaolamai embarked on the exciting 
adventure of going to China.   The experience was part of a 
worldwide program, called The Global Youth Ambassador Project.   

 

After a 12 hour flight we landed in Guangzhou where we had to wait 
for a few hours for a connecting flight.  Our first adventure 
happened right there in the airport.  A culinary adventure!  We all 
tried some interesting Chinese dishes for lunch.  The boys loved the 
goose.  We all found something that was incredibly delicious. 

 

Our second flight took us to our destination, Beijing.  Our first two 
days were incredible as we got to explore the busy city.  Some of 
the highlights were: The Temple of Heaven, The Pearl Markets, The 
Summer Palace, the boat ride across The Emperor’s Lake, and seeing 
the day to day lifestyle of the Chinese people.  We saw some 
stunning buildings with long, rich histories of Emperors and 
dynasties.  Haggling is common in the Pearl Markets and was a very 
different experience for us.  We quickly learnt how to convert the 
yuan into the New Zealand dollar to make sure we were getting a 
good price. 

The main purpose of our journey was 
to visit a school in China.  Our days 
at the Chinese school were packed 
with activities, we spent our time: 
making new friends, teaching rakau 
and the Cups song, learning Chinese 
calligraphy and Chinese songs, and 
experiencing the huge school 
cafeteria (which was a very 
different experience).  We all 
enjoyed teaching PE games such as: 
elastics and a football/badminton 
game that we pretty much invented.  
Duck, Duck, Goose was also a 
favourite amongst our Chinese 
friends.  It was a great opportunity 
to see how school works in a 
different country and try new things.   

 

 

Our journey continued with some 
sightseeing.  We were fortunate 
enough to visit a number of well-
known places and landmarks including:  
The Great Wall of China (where we 
were able to walk a section),  The 
Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, 
Summer Palace,  Beijing Olympic Park 
and the Bird’s Nest, Tiananmen 
Square, The National Museum, lots 
of markets and The Beijing Zoo, 
which meant we got to see the Giant 
Pandas! The enormity and beauty of 
some of the buildings we saw was jaw
-dropping and we were all in awe of 
the long, rich history that we saw 
everywhere we visited.   

 

Mr Gaut and Miss Toaolamai were 
great chaperones.  We had so much 
fun and would like to thank them 
both very much for their support 
throughout the trip.  We all had a 
’never to be forgotten’ experience 
and would encourage all Kirkwood 
students to take on similar 
opportunities to explore the world in 
years to come.   



BASKETBALL A 

BASKETBALL B 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL  
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FOOTBALL A 

FOOTBALL B 
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NETBALL A 

NETBALL B 

NETBALL C 

NETBALL D 





WATER POLO 

Jackson H 

Brooke B 

Niamh B 

Joshua S 

Riley J 

Kaitlyn R 

Lucy D 

Jacob Y 

Kendall L 

Dillon O 

Tiara W 

Lauren H 

Hayden B 

TABLE TENNIS 

Joshua K 

 

BMX 

Ryan S 

BASKETBALL 

Ben A 

POWER BOATING 

Jacob K 

TAEKWONDO 

Lucy W 

 

 

CLIMBING 

Ryan D 

MOTOCROSS 

Caleb C 

SOFTBALL 

Brianna K 

Mediana R 

Caity G 

Quinn M 

TOUCH 

Hayden B 

Zachary J 

LAWN BOWLS 

Emma C 

Sam C 

CRICKET 

Jack J 

Callum S 

Ben A 

Lachie M 

Zachary J 

SPEED SKATING 

Edward F 

SUMMER TOURNAMENT  

 

SOFTBALL 

Noah Y 

 

 

BEACH VOLLEYBALL 

Katie S 

Jemma M 

Nancye K 

Sylvia G 

 

 

TOUCH 

Lachie M 

Tiara W  

Lauren H 

Zachary J 

Bonnie C 

Liam M 

Logan B 

 

 

ORIENTEERING 

Michael L  

Sarah L 

Mackenzie N 

SCHOOL SPEECH COMPETITION 

Emma C 

Emanuela M 

SWIMMING 

Year 8 Girls 

Apphia R 

Brooke B 

Kayla P 

Gracie K 

Emily V 

 

SWIMMING 

Year 8 Boys 

Alexander S 

Ryan S 

Ethan E 

Joshua S 

Mitchell T 

SWIMMING 

Year 7 Girls 

Alyssa B 

Livvie B 

Emanuela M 

Naduni L 

Amelia H 

Sakura N 

Billie F 

 

SWIMMING 

Year 7 Boys 

Nick K 

Morgan M 

Vladislav S 

Riley J 

Kade R 



In August a Year 7 and a Year 8 team of pupils 
represented Kirkwood Intermediate in the 47th 
Annual Cantamath Competition held at Horncastle 
Arena.   
 

The competition requires teams of 4 to answer 20 
mathematics problem-solving questions. A member 
from each team firstly races to be given a question.  
The team works together to come to an answer 
(without a calculator).  Teams can only move on to the 
next question if they get an answer correct or if 
they pass.  The first team to complete all 20 
correctly wins.   
 

Both teams said that the evening was a lot of fun.  
“Some of the questions were pretty 
challenging, but it was enjoyable to 
work as a team and try and figure out 
the answers together.”  “Time just 
flew by because we were concentrating 
so hard.” 

 

In addition, students can also enter 
mathematical presentations.  Well 
done to: Emmanuela, Nikki, Phong, 
Debra, Emily H, Emily C, Sam M, 
Sakura, Kaira, Tina, Jessica G, Kai, 
Zidane and Jacob who all took away 
prizes for their models, puzzles, 
motifs or games. 



On Wednesday first August Kirkwood students embarked on the 
annual ski trip to Mt Hutt. The two buses left school bright and 
early at 6:45am, so we arrived at the ski field around 9.00am.  
The forecast was not brilliant but we took our chances and hoped 
that the wind would die down as the day progressed.   

 

The beginners’ Magic Carpet was the only run open initially. It 
was a bit crowded, but it was nice for the first timers to carve 
up some snow with their skis.  Our hopes were dashed when a new 
weather report came in alerting us of high winds.  The field was 
closed and sadly, we had to head home early.   

 

Fortunately, there was still hope for us.  We were all refunded 
and the trip was rescheduled.  On Thursday 6 September we 
returned to the slopes!   We couldn’t have asked for better 
weather.  The sun was out and the sky was blue.  We were almost 
too hot this time, but we weren’t complaining as the conditions 
were perfect.  

 

We all had a ski lesson with the Mt Hutt instructors.  Groups 1 
and 2 were living it up on The Magic Carpet where they learnt 
how to turn, wedge and traverse. Other more experienced groups 
were further up the mountain honing their skills and improving 
their techniques.   After our lessons we enjoyed some free time, 
some gaining the confidence to attempt and master more 
difficult runs. 

 

We all left the field exhausted and extremely happy. 

Throughout Term 2 Year 7 classes did a massive Social 
Sciences unit entitled Law and Order.  

The purpose of the unit was to think critically about law and 
order.  We learnt about the rules and laws within New 
Zealand and found out about legal ages in New Zealand.  We 
looked at the how courts worked in New Zealand and found 
out about the consequences and punishments that people face 
if they break the law.  As part of the inquiry we had the 
opportunity to visit a number of places locally to see law and 
order in action, these places included: the Christchurch Court 
House (including  the District Court and High Court),  the 
Christchurch City Council and the Rolleston Prison. 

Going to the Christchurch City Council was a lot of 
fun. We learnt about what the Council does for our 
city. The finale involved having an intense council de-
bate on biking expeditions around the city.  We also 
got to plan a playground, but we had a budget and had 
to make sure we didn’t overspend. 

“My favourite part about the CCC trip was seeing the 
totem pole at the front of the building.” Amy, Room 4 

“My favourite part about the CCC trip was getting to 
plan an event for the city.” Ollie, Room 4  

Rolleston Prison has a capacity of 260 
and the day we went they had 255 
prisoners there. Soon their capacity 
will be bumped up to 500 people. 
Something cool I learnt was that the 
prisoners have a native plant nursery 
where they cultivate plants and  give 
them back to the community.  

“My favourite part was the 
punishment cells.” Inah, Room 4  

 “It was very interesting because we 
got to see how a drug dog sniffed out 
some drugs.” Ollie, Room 4  

“ My highlight was getting handcuffed 
and looking at all the weapons that 
the prisoners made.” Amy, Room 4  



ESOL stands for ‘English for Speakers of Other 
Languages’.  At Kirkwood Intermediate we have 27 ESOL 
students from all over the world.  Mrs Climo teaches 
lessons that focus primarily on improving levels of English.  
Pupils are taught in small groups so they can work at a 
level that is most suitable to each individual. 

 

Everyone enjoys the ESOL lessons because they are a lot 
of fun.  Pupils do a lot of reading and writing, they play a 
lot of language based games, complete heaps of fun 
activities, and they also chat. ESOL is also a great place 
to make new friends.  Everyone has interesting stories to 
tell about their culture and their journey to New Zealand.   

 

Mrs Climo is from the USA, she has been in New Zealand 
for 14 years and has been teaching at Kirkwood for 13.  
Mrs Climo also speaks Spanish.  She says that she enjoys 
teaching ESOL because the pupils are focused and really 
keen to learn.  They all put the time into their studies and 
as a result their level of understanding English improves 
dramatically.  In just one year most pupils progress two 
years in reading! 



WELLINGTON MUSEUM 

ZEELANDIA 



EQUESTRIAN 

Olivia C 

Niamh B 

Casper C 

GO CARTING 

Chris W 

GYMNASTICS 

Carolyn C 

 

TABLE TENNIS 

Joshua K 

MOTOCROSS 

Caleb C 

 

RUGBY 

Jacob S 

CHESS 

Casper C 

Rima R 

Emmanuel C 

FOOTBALL  

Ciaran B 

DUATHLON 

Ben A 

TRIATHLON 

Ben A 

RUGBY 

Seth W 

Callum S 

Mitchell T 

CRICKET 

Jack J 

Zachary J 

INDOOR CRICKET 

Blake T 

GIRL GUIDING 

Hayley E 

CANTAMATH 

Phong N 

Debra L 

Emily H 

Emanuela M 

 

 

Nikki L 

Emma C 

Brooke B 

Niamh B 

JAZZ DANCE 

Milla H 

CHRISTCHURCH CONCERT 
BAND 

Niamh B 

Alix F 

Alexander B 

CHRISTCHURCH ORCHESTRA 

Dinah C 

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

Willow G 

YOUTH BAND 

Alix F 

Dinah C 

Casper C 

WRITING 

Frank R 

Sarah C 

Casper C 

Rosa M 

Rima R 

Olivia T 

Ava-Grace O 



What do you enjoy most at Kirkwood 
Intermediate? 
The people are one of their favourite 
things. The field on a warm day, the 
library on a cold day, and don’t forget 
the basketball court. . 

All of the students at Kirkwood Intermediate love having Lizzy and Tom 
at school.  We enjoy their fun games and are always there to have a chat 
to if we are feeling low or just need someone to listen.  It’s nice to have 
someone friendly around that you can have a yarn with.  

A massive thanks to Tom and Lizzy for all of the great things they do to 
support us at Kirkwood Intermediate. 



Ms Garland is a Teacher Aide at Kirkwood Intermediate and she is an 
extremely talented and successful artist. 
 
How did you develop your skills in art? 
I am a self-taught artist but studied art at high school to school cert 
level passing with an A. I've done many classes including folk art, 
ticket writing, 3D studies, pottery and fashion pattern making.  
 
How would you describe your style of art and what medium do you 
prefer using? 
I love to use texture in my work where possible and use acrylic 
paints, inks and various media to allow me some working freedom.  
 
Are there any works that you are particularly proud of? 
I have to feel good about my work before I show it so I suppose I am 
proud of most of it.  Unfortunately I like to try lots of different 
things so this makes it hard for people to identify it as mine. I just 
hope I live long enough to keep trying every thing I want to.  
 
What do you enjoy about being an artist? 
Doing the Christchurch and Dunedin art shows is something I really 
enjoy as I get to meet the public and fellow artists and have made 
some nice connections.  I think being solely an artist would be a very 
solitary job.  
 
Have you got any advice for young artists? 
If you feel passionate about art then go for it, but keep in mind the 
word painter has the word ‘pain’ in it!! 

Ms Johnson was a fashion designer in Auckland for 20 years.  Her very 
successful label was called Glory.  Ms Johnson now teaches Soft Materials 
and Food Technology at Kirkwood Intermediate. 
 
What training did you do to become a fashion designer? 
Ms Johnson studied Fine Arts at Canterbury University, which enhanced her 
ability how to think creatively.  She also did pattern making training in 
Auckland. 
 
What was the hardest part of being a fashion designer? 
Twice a year Ms Johnson had to design big ranges of 100 different garments  
When she began thinking about the range it was initially unnerving but after 
3 or 4 weeks Ms Johnson couldn’t stop the ideas flowing! 
 
What inspired your designs? 
She would look at fashion trends and drew on childhood nostalgia and 
research periods of fashion such as the 1920s, 30s and 40s.  Overseas travel 
helped, looking at shops for inspiration.  She used to love buying fabrics and 
draping them in front of the mirror and the ideas would pop into her head. 
 
Why did you decide to become a designer 
Ms Johnson had always enjoyed sewing, she came from a family of talented 
dressmakers.  One of her Aunties supported the family farm with her dress 
making.  Ms Johnson was the Home Economics prize winner at Intermediate.  
She learnt how to sew on a treadle sewing machine! When she was 11 she used 
to make toys and handbags.  Ms Johnson used to sew her own clothes.  She 
met fashion designers in Auckland and realised that she could be one too! 

How did you get into running and what is your biggest achievement? 

I got into running because it seemed like a good sport that fitted into what I 
was doing.  My biggest achievement would have to be winning the New 
Zealand Marathon champs. Other small achievements would be staying injury 
free for a long time and still enjoying running.  

Do you belong to a running club? 

Yes, I belong to the Sumner running club, where I organise some of the 
admin there and train around Christchurch at Hagley Park and the Port Hills.  

Have you been out of the country to run a race and if so, where? 

Yes, I have been out of the country to run a race. I have been to Germany, 
South Korea, the Philippines, Australia, America and England. 

What is the longest distance you have ever run? 

The longest distance I have ever run in one go was 140km at a race in 
Cromwell! 

What is your favourite part about running and what are your favourite places 
to run? 

My favourite part about running is that no-one can really “wing it”. You either 
run the race or you don’t, and I admire anyone who will try to run any 
distance at all.  My favourite places to run would just be around Christchurch 
at Hagley Park, the Port Hills and Arthurs Pass.  

How can kids get into running? 

Some great ways for kids to get into running are to join a running club. There 
are lots of clubs around Christchurch you can join. You can also go for runs 
around your neighborhood with your parents. I think kids should get into 
running because it is very easy and something almost everyone can do. 

Ms Ross teaches Textile Technology at 

Kirkwood Intermediate School. She has 

always enjoyed creating and has studied 

textiles, food and nutrition, pottery and 

painting. She attended a painting course 

in France and then several courses in 

New Zealand. These included botanical 

art. 

 

Ms Ross wrote her first children's book 

in 2015. ”The Tale of Max, the 

Huntaway Pup” was completed and more 

than 1,000 copies have sold. 

 
"It is lovely seeing children reciting the 
little poem that's in there, and seeing 
how much they enjoy the book”. My 
next book “One Step, Two Steps” has 
just been finished and awaits publishing. 





The Kirkwood Intermediate Orchestra is made up 
of 6 different instruments: the flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, violin, cello and keyboard.  The group 
practices every Thursday for an hour.  Mr de 
Lacey, who also teaches clarinet and saxophone, is 
the orchestra’s conductor.  Mr de Lacey selects 
the music, teaches the group how to play together 
and most importantly sets the tempo for each 
performance.  Some of the group’s favourite songs 
to play include: Star Wars, Land of Hope and 
Glory, James Bond, Phantom of the Opera, The 
Baby Elephant Walk, Mission Impossible, and 
Jupiter. 

 

The Orchestra has played in a number of 
assemblies and events this year.  They were a 
crowd favourite at the annual Community Concert!! 
A massive thank you to Mr de Lacey for all of the 
time he has put into the Orchestra. 

Every Thursday afternoon the school choir 
assembles in the hall for an hour long practice.  
Kimberley Wood is the choir’s conductor, she comes 
to school every week to run the practices. The 
choir has performed at a number of events this 
year including school assemblies, a performance in 
Riccarton Mall, the Community Concert, and the 
Christchurch Music Festival. 

 

The Christchurch Music Festival was the highlight 
for the group.  This is an annual event where school 
choirs from around Christchurch congregate at 
Horncastle Arena and together they entertained 
the public with an evening of singing.   

 

Some of the choir members favourite pieces 
include: Here Comes the Sun, Titanium, Firework, 
and Happy.  They say is it a great feeling to be a 
part of the choir and when the harmonies come 
together it gives us goose bumps 

 

A massive thankyou to Kimberley for all of the time 
and effort that she puts into the choir. 



At Kirkwood Intermediate there are a variety of musical 
instruments that students can learn.  Itinerant teachers come 
to school every week and take lessons in piano, drums, violin, 
flute, cello, saxophone, clarinet, guitar and rock band.  

 

I interviewed Willow, who takes violin lessons.  

How long have you been playing violin for and what is your 
favorite part about it? 

I have been playing violin for 2 years at school and I enjoy the 
fact that it is a classical instrument and it is a lot of fun to play. 

Who takes your lessons?  

Our violin teacher, Philippa, and she is such a nice person and a 
really good teacher.  

How much do you think you have progressed by having 
lessons at school? 

I think I have progressed quite a bit.  At the start of last year 
I didn’t know anything about violin and now I know heaps!! 

Do you do lessons in groups or on your own? 

I, and a few other people, do lessons on our own but some 
lessons are also taken in groups. 

How long does each lesson go for? 

Each lesson goes for around thirty to forty minutes, depending 
on your ability level. 

On Tuesday 27 November Kirkwood 
Intermediate hosted the annual Community 
Concert in the school hall.  Ladies and 
gentlemen from the local retirement homes 
were entertained by Kirkwood pupils for the 
afternoon.   
 
Each attendee was presented with a beautiful 
buttonhole posy of flowers and chaperoned 
for the afternoon by a Kirkwood student. 
 
The audience was entertained by the school’s 
Kapa haka, choir, and orchestra. They were 
also treated to a solo violin and piano 
performance.  The afternoon was finished 
with a lovely cuppa and afternoon tea.   
 
The audience was delighted with the 
afternoon.  We all enjoyed sharing time with 
this wonderful group of people and look 
forward to doing it again next year. 
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