
Room 1s highlights: 
 
Mr Gaut is really supportive and he encourages  us 
to get involved in as many events as possible.  
Room 1 enters every class competition and we 
fight hard to compete for the Spirit Shield and 
the Sports Shield. 
 
We have learnt how to draw isometric shapes in 
Mathematics.  Everyone has enjoyed using the 
technique to learn about Geometry. 
 
The ‘Flight’ inquiry unit has been so much fun!  We 
have made our own catapults and we have learnt 
about fair testing.  The trip to the Air Force 
Museum and the hangar were really interesting.  
We have learnt heaps about the principles of 
flight. 
 
Unihoc has been a highlight in PE. 
 
Descriptive writing has been very enjoyable. 
 
Swimming in the school pool and swimming sports 
 
Making the ANZAC poppies using a papier-mâché 
technique was a lot of fun.  



Room 2’s Highlights 
 
Terms one and two in Room 2 has been packed with fun. First 
of all we had the Year 7 camp at Purau Bay. The highlights 
were: canoeing, abseiling and swimming in the bay.  It was a 
great start to the year as we all got to know each other. 
 
Soon after camp, we walked to Deans Bush. We had a tour 
around the Riccarton House and we learnt about the Deans 
family and the history of the house . 
 
In Mathematics we learnt about coding.  It was really 
interesting and made us start to think about how computer 
programmes actually work. 
 
We went to the Christchurch Art Gallery mid-term one where 
we drew and painted a landscape.  
 
Near the beginning of term two we got a student teacher, her 
name was Chelsea.  She taught us to speak French.  
 
St John’s came and taught Room 2 first aid.  We got taught 
how to help someone if they are hurt or unconscious, how to 
bandage someone if they had a severe cut, how to use 
DRSCPR, and how to act in case of emergency. 

By Chris 

 



Room 3’s highlights: 

This term in Mr Aitken’s class we have learnt about flight.  
We have been studying topics such as: the migration of 
birds, evolution of air crafts, how hot air balloons work, 
how planes fly etc.  It has been very interesting especially 
because it included visits to the Air Force Museum and a 
hangar in Swannanoa. 

We have been focusing on teamwork in PE to further 
develop our co-operative skills. We play games like 
Tchouckball and Tricky Tag.  Everyone enjoys a bit of 
competition and a run around. 

We all had to write and perform a speech this term on the 
topic of “change”, for example: changing our outlook on 
graffiti, technology, mind, age and heaps more.  

In Mathematics our unit was Geometry. Some things we 
learnt about were: pentominoes and how to use a 
protractor. We have also been learning about different 
types of graphs, such as the box and whisker graph and 
stem and leaf graphs. 



“ Camp was heaps 
of fun, the museum 
and art gallery trip 
was interesting. We 
really enjoyed the 
Year 7 Korfball 
Tournament and 
Trick Ball. 
Swimming Sports 
was tough and 
enjoyable.”  Jack, 
Brianna and Zaysha 

Here is an amazing speech by Brianna. 

Why Plastic Bags Should be Banned 

We’ve all seen those devastating and heart wrenching images of 
animals entangled in plastic bags. Our wildlife is being overrun 
with litter. Did you know that around about 100 million tons of 
plastic is currently in the ocean! Kia ora, today I’m going to be 
talking about why plastic bags should be banned. 

Did you know that plastic is one if the most harmful things for 
an animal to eat yet we use plastic bags for our weekly shopping 
trip, why don’t we just use reusable bags it’s so simple yet so 
effective. The average human uses 144 or more plastic bags a 
year, if you and your family get reusable bags you could save 
over 200 animas lives, you would be a hero, like a real life 
superman. Plastic bags and jellyfish you know the difference 
right? Well turtles don’t. Sea animals just assume that plastic 
bags are the same as jellyfish because what could they be am I 
right, but the only end result is another dead animal and on top 
of that plastic takes at least a year to digest. 

Landfills, lakes, seas, rivers, dumps, supermarkets, forests, 
hills, gutters and houses. These are just some of the places you 
can find plastic bags. I bet if you look in one of these places for 
at least five minutes, you will come across at least one plastic 
bag , and the bad thing is that no one wants to pick them up, 
unless people these days carry a pair of gloves in their pockets 
which I highly doubt. Plastic bags in our water effect dolphins, 
turtles, fish etc and on and animals such as birds, ducks and 
dogs  Did you know that plastic takes 100 years to decompose an 
that 500 billion animals choke on plastic a year. Just imagine 
going scuba diving and seeing chip packets , plastic bags, 
wrappers and much more rubbish instead of seeing the beautiful 
coral reefs and fish it would be a terrible trip . At least we all 
have nice and tidy homes, a dolphins home would have litter all 
around it . If you had litter all around your home you wouldn’t 
like it would you. The litter causes pollution and pollution causes 
extinction we are very lucky we still even have a marine life.  

Do everyone a huge favour and get some reusable bags it will 
save our marine land wildlife. Plastic bags are so dangerous and 
we need to do something about it . Please be a part of the 
solution not the problem.  



Gallipoli by Jakub 

 
Introduction 

Gallipoli was an idea by Winston Churchill to end World War 1 early. Unfortunately it was a failure 
from the beginning. Canterbury’s contributions was massive sending a lot of soldiers to war. The 
conditions for the soldiers were terrible but we fought bravely and came up with a lot of ideas. 
 

The big idea 

Winston Churchill had an idea to attack the Ottoman Empire so the allies set off for the 
Dardanelles.  The idea was that the Britain lands at Cape Helles and the ANZAC’s were meant to 
land at Gaba Tepe, but instead they landed at Ari Turnu which is now called ANZAC cove. 
 

The failed landing 

The ANZAC’s at 3:00 o’clock in the morning landed at ANZAC cove but something was about to 
happen to the ANZAC’s having no clue where everybody was. BANG! Machine guns firing 600 
bullets a minute the ANZAC’s were forced to take cover but there is nowhere to hide since it’s a 
open beach. The Turks were high up in trenches up on the hill surrounded by barbed wire. 800 
soldiers died in 15 minutes from on that beach. 
 

Soldiers conditions 

It was harsh conditions for the soldiers. The soldiers got to drink about 1-2 litres a day while 
marching, shooting, digging etc in 30 degrees average per day. At sometimes of the campaign 
more people died from this disease called dysentery, that’s like diarrhea but way worse. 
 

Soldiers inventions 

Soldiers had to be very inventive and creative at World War 1.  Some of the war was underground, 
there special digging people that will dig underground without being caught to the enemy’s side to 
put bomb under there trenches to blow them up. One of the first inventions was the periscope rifle 
that allows soldiers to look at the mirrors to see where there going to shoot but they also didn’t 
have to risk putting their head to see. When the ANZAC’s surrender a man created an automatic 
gun with water cans. So when the water can was full to the top it fell over and pulled the string that 
was connected to the trigger. This gun was made for the Turks to think that people were still there. 
 

Conclusion 

Gallipoli didn’t turn out the way ANZAC’s had thought it would be like. although they fought bravely 
the ANZAC’s had lost thousands of lives and I don’t think anybody would want to go through that 
again. Not just soldiers went but nurses and horses were also sent to World War 1. They were the 
same as the soldiers. Not many of the soldiers not many of the nurses and horses came home to 
their families. 



YEAR 8 FLIGHT INQUIRY by Ella, Olivia and Aashma 



Room 8 has had loads of fun so far this 
year. Here are some of our highlights: 

Swimming sports  

The speech competition  

Winter sports 

The Warriors coming to visit 

Making a papier-mâché mask that 
represents who we are 

The ‘Space’ unit 

Art Gallery Trip 

Year 7 camp in Purau Bay 

Trip to Riccarton House 

First aid training 



Room 9’s highlights: 
 
Our highlights so far have been 
P.E, winter sport, flight trips, 
Technology and the Warriors 
Assembly.  
 
The Flight trips were excellent. 
Our class was able to learn more 
about the principles of flight, 
what flies and how. 
 
The Warriors came to our school 
assembly and taught us about 
what makes us good everyday 
performers, on the playing field 
and in school. 
 
We are looking forward to 
attending the Wellington camp in 
Term 4.  
 
Our class has earnt a trip for 
raising the most money in the 
chocolate fundraiser at the 
beginning of the year.  We are in 
the process of deciding where we 
are going to go. We are thinking 
of going to QEII, ice skating, ten 
pin bowling or maybe Clip ’n’ Climb. 
 
Making friends is also great. We 
get the opportunity to work with 
our friends in class on a regular 
basis. 



Room 10’s highlights: 
 

Camp was amazing!  

“The swimming in the sea was so 
warm…..”  said Milla.  

“Camp was a great bonding 
experience!” said Skyla.   

“It was great having Lizzie and 
Tom come and help out, they are 
so much fun” 

 

We had St John come and teach 
us first aid!  

“We learnt how to save lives!” 
said Alyssa. 

 

We went to Riccarton House and 
got told some spooky stories! 
We learnt about the Deans, and 
their love story and how they 
had a amazing financial success! 

 

We have been learning Japanese 
and Te Reo Māori!  We 
sometimes have time on 
‘Duolingo’ which is an amazing 
site where people can learn lots 
of different languages! 

 

We have been having a blast in 
art, and science topic studying 
space.   Mrs Robertson thought 
it would be cool to have a go at 
making planets with chalk 
pastels!  

 

The visit to the Christchurch 
Art Gallery was really enjoyable. 

 

Swimming in the school pool 

 

Cross country 



Dear Jane 

 
Hello my name is Mitchell and I am 11 years old. I 
think it would be awesome to be your pen pal. I live 
in Christchurch, New Zealand all the way across the 
other side of the world. I go to a school in 
Christchurch called Kirkwood Intermediate (which 
is in the South Island). In New Zealand we have two 
Islands: the South Island and the North Island. I 
live in the South island, which hosts the city 
Christchurch where I live. At school my favourite 
subject is writing since I do it at home a lot. Also, 
at Kirkwood intermediate we learn the Korean 
language. If you don’t know where and what South 
Korea is, it is a large country in Asia. The language 
is an awesome language that everyone at this school 
enjoys learning. Do you learn a language at your 
school? In Christchurch we had severe earthquakes 
in 2010 that destroyed parts of the city. I was only 
5 and I had no clue what was going on. In 
Christchurch there is an area where there are the 
memorials for people who passed away.  My  
favourite author is David Walliam’s, which you have 
probably heard of.   I am reading one of David 
Walliams books called “Bad Dad”. It’s such a good 
book and you should read it sometime. It’s awesome! 

 
From your new pen pal  

Mitchell  

Room 11’s highlights: 

Room 11 started off the year with a  bang 
by jumping straight into work and 
completing it to a high standard. 

Room 11’s favourite subject is P.E because 
it gives us the opportunity to let off some 
steam and go a little crazy. 

Of course we have been doing some 
learning and here are some examples:: 

-In mathematics we have been learning 
about tessellations and geometric shapes 

-In reading we have been doing our class 
novel study and our group novel study 

-In writing we have been writing letters 
and, learning to describe using a lot of 
detail when doing a written assessment 

-In art we have been busy doing our visual 
mihi’s, compass art and papier-mâché  

Room 11 also runs the sports shed. 

Students in room 11 love to grab 
opportunities when they see them because 
we have school councilors, a house captain, 
a librarian, people in the school magazine, 
people going to China, and many more people 
who put their hands up for every 
opportunity offered. 

In term 2 we are focusing on flight as a 
topic. Our class enjoys doing science 
experiments on air, example… 

We had a glass jar and a piece of paper, if 
you hold the jar on its side and put the ball 
of paper on the lip of the jar you blow the 
paper into the jar, easy right? Well it’s not 
as easy as it sounds, because the paper just 
kept flying out! This is because when you 
blow the paper you are also blowing on the 
bottom of the jar, meaning the air you blow 
hits the bottom  of the jar then the air 
bounces back and the paper falls out. As 
part of topic we went to the Air Force 
Museum and a hangar in Swannanoa   







This year Miss Mason’s Room 12 class, are the custodians 
of the school garden. Assistance  expertise and time has 
been provided by Miss Mason’s grandmother and Ms 
Anderson. 

 

The garden is situated behind Rooms 12 and 13. There are 
3 large plots that are devoted mainly to growing 
vegetables, herbs, and strawberries.  Dotted amongst the 
vegetables are brightly coloured marigolds which are 
edible and attract bees. There are also areas along the 
surrounding fences where raspberries, sweet peas, beans 
and nasturtiums, thrive.  

This year a native edible garden has been developed as 
part of Māori Language Week. Recent plantings 
include Pikopiko ferns we hope to used for flavour, texture 
or as a garnish. 

Kawakawa, which makes a refreshing herbal tea, can be 
used in salads or as a traditional Māori medicine to ease 
toothache and aid digestion. 

Horopito is also known as bush pepper, the leaves have a 
hot spicy flavor and can be used in place of chilli during 
our Food Technology classes. 

Kotukutuku or Tree Fuchsia, which we hope will survive the 
winter and produce berries to add to muffins or make 
jam.  

 

During the summer, corn, carrots, lettuce, spinach and 
celery were planted.  It was exciting to watch the plants 
mature and grow.  The corn was particularly 
interesting.  The plants grew to be taller than most of us 
and we ended up with at least 20 cobs. 

Ms Anderson has shown us a number of ways to prepare cook and eat the foods we have 
harvested. Corn was cooked in the microwave with the husks still on.  When the skin was 
removed the corn was bright yellow and so sweet.  We planted mustard in that area after the 
harvest to feed the soil and put nitrogen back in.   We especially enjoyed the vegetable sticks 
with hummus, and the carrot cake muffins.  We had a bumper crop of strawberries and 
raspberries that we picked throughout term one and froze. This we look forward to making into 
ice cream, enough to share with the whole class  and make any left over into jam.  

 

Matariki; the Māori New Year, is early July. This is when the harvest from the garden is 
gathered, shared and stored. Vegetable gardens are cleared, tidied and fertilized ready to be 
planted with new crops for the next year.  We have been working very hard on maintaining our 
garden area. Straw has been placed under the strawberries so they don’t rot, getting rid of the 
weeds, cutting back over grown plants, using bark to make a pathway and generally keeping the 
area tidy. 

 

We have recently tested the soil to see if it is suitable for growing plants.  We did this by 
placing a small lump of dirt from one of the patches of garden into a small beaker of water and 
waiting for 24 hours.  Luckily most of the soil was fine, but the dirt where the strawberries are 
growing, is very similar to clay, so we will have to fix that by adding gypsum to improve the soil 
structure.  

 

Being in charge of the school garden takes a lot of hard work, but we love to observe the 
process from plant growth through to eating and enjoying the fruits of our labour. 

 

In addition, Kirkwood has received 13 Heritage fruit trees from Resilience Gardens, Edible 
Christchurch. We have collected, planted and labelled these trees and look forward to fruit in 
the future that can be eaten by us and used in practical food classes. 



The Kirkwood Intermediate Kapahaka is led by 
Matua Anton.  Matua comes to school every 
Wednesday afternoon with his guitar to teach the  
group songs, haka and performances.  They 
practice for 1 hour every week.   
 
The Kapahaka is led by Quinn, Jordan and Ben for 
the male parts, and McKenzie, Katie and Aaliyah 
for the female parts.  The groups favourite haka 
are: “Te Waka” and “Tahu Potiki”.  Their favourite 
songs include: “Te Aroha”, “E te Atua”, “Tutiramai” 
and “Ko te Toka”. 
 
This year the group has performed at a number of 
events including: the Whanau Hui to welcome 
families to Kirkwood Intermediate, open night, 
Riccarton High School Cultural Festival and most 
recently they performed at Riccarton Mall to 
celebrate Matariki.   
 
Members of the group say they love being a part of 
something that allows them to express themselves.  
They get a feeling of belonging.  “It’s great to 
perform and feel confident performing”.  “Matua 
makes us feel proud”.  “It’s cool to see people 
watching us, sometimes it gives me tingles”. 
 
Massive thanks to Matua Anton, who gives us so 
much of his time and for being such a inspirational 
leader.  Also,  big thanks to Lizzie who helps us out 
every week, joins in, teaches and organises us. 



The Kirkwood Lawn Bowls team competed in the 
Christchurch Intermediate Lawn Bowls Tournament in 
May at Bowls Papanui . There were 41 teams from 
around Christchurch including a large team from Oxford 
Area School. To qualify to play in the finals, teams had 
to win their section.  Four out of the eight Kirkwood 
teams made it into the qualifying round.  The final 
results are listed below: 

 

Place getters in all divisions for Kirkwood were: 

2nd in division D: Monorah M / Owen N 

3rd in division C: Manthan V / Alyssa B 

1st in division C: Lily B / Casey C 

3rd in division B: Brooke B / Niamh B 

2nd in division A: Emma C / Sam C 

Korfball is a ball game that originated in the Netherlands. The 
game is similar to netball and basketball.  The objective is to get 
the ball through the ’korf’ (a bottomless basket on a pole).    The 
teams are mixed, but there is a rule that boys can only guard boys 
and girls can only guard girls, this makes for a much friendlier and 
even game.  If you are being guarded, you aren’t allowed to shoot.  
So the game is incredibly fast.  We play with teams of 8: 4 
attackers and 4 defenders.  After 2 goals, the defenders turn 
into attackers and vice versa.   

 

During lunchtimes, Mr Aitken organises games of korfball on the 
field. We have fierce class competitions to determine which class 
is the champion.  Korfball is an energetic game that we all love to 
play!  Every term Kirkwood selects a team to attend a 
Christchurch Schools’ Korfball tournament at the Bishopdale 
YMCA.  





In term one, Seth, Katie, Niamh and 
Oliver were selected to represent 
Kirkwood in the Police Competency 
Challenge at Cowles Stadium.   

 

The day required working together as a 
team to complete co-operative 
challenges and finish a timed obstacle 
course, similar to the one used for police 
training.  The course was extremely  
demanding, it involved: climbing walls, 
balancing on long beams, carrying heavy 
weights, scaling a 2m high fence, pulling 
wheelie bins and running!  Their efforts 
put them in 5th place out of 15.   

 

A highlight for the team was having the 
opportunity to wear a police uniform.  
They also enjoyed the all you can eat 
sausage sizzle, using the speed gun to 
see how fast they could run and the 
Zumba session at the end of the day. 

 

A big thankyou to Lizzie for organising 
the team on the day. 

Late in term 2 Carolyn, Alix 
and Dinah represented 
Kirkwood Intermediate in a 
Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Competition held at ‘Olympia’ 
near Wigram.  The girls all had 
to do 2 routines lasting 1 
minute 30 seconds using the 
clubs and rope.   

 

Carolyn, with scores of 6.8 and 
6.6, took out 3rd place!!!!!! 
Carolyn trains for 12 hours 
every week at ‘Olympia’.   She 
is currently level 6.  Her 
preferred apparatus to 
perform with is the clubs.   

 

Alix and Dinah train together 
at ‘Diva’ they are both at level 
4.  They also prefer using the 
clubs.   

 

The team said the scoring is 
very intense and the smallest 
mistake, such as dropping the 
apparatus, not pointing feet or 
having straight knees, can cost 
you points.  Marks are for: 
difficulties, throws, masteries, 
artistry (performance and 
facial expression), execution.   

 

Congratulations girls on such 
an impressive effort! 



Cross Country Results: 
 
Year 7 Girls:  
Kashaf (Rm10), Sakura (Rm8), Ella (Rm4), Brianna (Rm4), Emanuela 
(Rm8), Yong (Rm5), Ursula (Rm7), Naduni (Rm2), Sophie (Rm5), Emily 
(Rm8) 
 
Year 8 Girls:  
Casey (Rm1), Niamh (Rm1), Kayla (Rm3), Kayla (Rm1), Georgie (Rm11), 
Katie (Rm11), Emily (Rm9), Sylvia (Rm12), Grace (Rm9) 

Cross Country Results: 
 
Year 7 Boys:  
Basit (Rm8), Jack (Rm4), Hugo (Rm2), Ewan (Rm4), Frank (Rm4), Nico 
(Rm10), Sjaak (Rm4), Charlie (Rm8), Jonathon (Rm2), Marc (Rm8) 
 
Year 8 Boys:  
Ben (Rm12), Alex (Rm11), Michael (Rm1), George (Rm6), Josh (Rm1), Casper 
(Rm1), Sam (Rm9), Logan (Rm1), Ryan (Rm9), Finlay (Rm1) 

On the 5th of June, after 3 days of rain, we were lucky enough to have a break from the 
drizzle and the annual school cross country was held.  Students ran the 3km course around 
our school field and then a circuit around the nearby streets.  The grass was extremely 
boggy and there were screams of delight and horror as students slipped and became 
spattered with mud.  The event was a great success as everyone participated and felt 
accomplished finishing the course.  Some students impressed with a fast sprint to the 
finishing line.  The top students went on to compete in the Zones Cross Country. 




