FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to this edition of our school newsletter. This year seems to have
started off well – it is interesting to think that just one year ago we were in a
Level 4 lockdown. It feels to me that we are very fortunate to live in New
Zealand where we have been able to live pretty normal lives, especially when
we compare ourselves to some overseas countries. With the 2 year
anniversary of the Mosque attacks it is sensible for us to think about racism in
our country. At Kirkwood we do not tolerate racist abuse. I ask you to talk with
your children and discuss how, even though we may look different on the
outside, at heart we are all human and we all deserve to be treated with
respect and understanding. We work hard on keeping our school a place
where all can feel welcome, and we value your support with this.
On Tuesday some of our children participated in the Canterbury Intermediate
Schools’ Summer Sports Tournament. I would like to thank those parents who
were able to assist on the day and prior to the day with coaching, selecting
and managing the teams. Without their help we would have only been able to
offer a small range of activities. Thanks as well to the children involved who
generally performed at a high level both in their sport and in their positive
attitudes. It was particularly pleasing to see an ex staff member, Trevor
Paterson, helping with the lawn bowls again this year. Trevor retired at the
end of 2020 but has assisted all Year 7 camps during their stop at Ripapa
Island, and then managed the lawn bowls team. His help is much appreciated.
You will be aware that the PTA has organized chocolate sales as our major
fundraiser for this year. Many of our children are working really hard to sell
extra chocolates. To assist them could I ask that if your child is having trouble
selling their chocolates, they return the unsold portion to school tomorrow so
that those who can sell have chocolates available. Thanks again for your
support with this.
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I would like to remind our community that the Wednesday after our Easter
break (Wednesday 7 April) is a Teacher Only Day for our classroom
teachers. I ask that you make arrangements for your children for that day.
This Teacher Only Day will be an invaluable opportunity to work with our
facilitator and examine our assessment practices and beliefs. We appreciate
your understanding and support.
Recently I was speaking with a group of our students and asked how they
were feeling about school, and what advice they may offer to a new student.
Their words fascinated me. They said (more or less): “School’s really easy.
Just do as you are asked, try your best, smile a lot and if you make a
mistake, apologise and work out how to make it better”. I don’t think I could
have put it better myself.
Thank you for your continued support of our school. Please feel welcome to
contact the school if you have any questions or concerns.
Best wishes

Phil Tappenden
Principal

Kirkwood Intermediate School App

SCHOOL APP

Please ensure you have the Mobile App so that you receive information and
alert messages.
This is free for users.
You may download SchoolAppNZ directly from your Google Play store
or Apple App store. Once you have downloaded the App you then select
search and select Kirkwood Intermediate School.
There is a facility to download a link onto your computer, via the following
link.
https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/install/
To access the web portal please click on the following link:
https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/portal/
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KIWI COMPETITIONS

University of Canterbury Kiwi Competitions
The University of Canterbury Kiwi Competitions are written by New Zealand
teachers for New Zealand students and are based on the New Zealand
curriculum. The online competitions which cover English, Mathematics and
Science will be run in the last two weeks of Term 2. All participating
students will be awarded a certificate and medals will be awarded to top
students nationally in each year group.
Students can enter in one or more subjects. The competition will provide
parents/caregivers with an Individual Pupil Report of a student’s
performance.

Forms have come home with your child this week.
………………………………………………………………………………………
Please return this section to the school office by 1 April. No late entries
will be accepted.
I give permission for my child:___________________________
DOB:_______________
Class:______ to participate in the 2021 KIWI
competitions. Please select the subjects you would like your child to enter.

Subject

Year Level

Entry (Inc GST)

English,

$9.50

Mathematics

$9.50

Science

$9.50
Total

Fees enclosed

$

Name of Parent / Caregiver:_________________________

Signature:_________________________________

PHOTOGRAPHS

School Photographs
School photographs have been taken.
Instructions on how to place an order will be coming out
shortly.
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Summer Tournament
Girls’ Cricket
Yesterday at the Hagley Polo grounds we played cricket. We had a great
time. There was a storm rolling in and it poured down with rain, there was
even a lighting strike, but we made the most of it and had a great time.

SPORTS

By Samantha

Lawn Bowls
On Tuesday I went to Canterbury Bowls to represent Kirkwood in the Lawn
Bowls Tournament. My highlight was when my team mate Jono and myself
got into the quarter finals, we were really proud and ready to give it our all.
When the final results were announced, Jono and I received first place! We
were both so pleased and gave each other a high five. This will hopefully be
our first Blues Badge.
By Sue

Orienteering
We had a great time learning more about orienteering and rogaining on
Wednesday. We had training with the experts, followed by the Rogaine
event. Then the Orienteering event was in the afternoon.
Well done to all the teams for their awesome company and attitudes. An
extra congratulations to the Year 8 Girls’ teams which came 2nd and 3rd in
the Orienteering and the Mixed team which came 1st in the Rogaine event.
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PURAU BAY HIGHLIGHTS

Year 7 Camp– Rooms 1, 4 & 8

Term 1 Week 7

18 March 2021

PURAU BAY

Year 7 Camp Highlights Continued
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Maths Buddy

CURRICULUM

Thank you to all the parents who have purchased Maths Buddy for 2021.
The cost for this excellent programme is $28.00 per student. This is an
excellent price for an entire year’s work.
Maths Buddy proved to be a great hit with students last year, especially
during the lockdown period. Teachers use this programme for home learning
and in-class lessons.
You are still able to sign your children up at a cost of $28.00, please email or
phone the school office if you are interested.
•

To see what your child will experience go to www.mathsbuddy.co.nz

•

Then ask for your child’s login details

•

Now you will have access to every lesson in the New Zealand
curriculum from Year 1 to 13 by selecting ‘Browse All Lessons’

You will see a video tutorial for every mathematics concept.

Term 1 Week 7

18 March 2021

PTA Chocolate Fundraiser
Thank you for your support with the PTA fundraiser.
If your child still has outstanding money or chocolate then
please return to the office as soon as possible.

FUNDRAISER

Thank you

Liv from Room 8 and her brother selling chocolates on their street - young entrepreneurs in
the making!

COMMUNITY

YEAR 8 CAMP

Year 8 Wellington Trip
The total cost of $575.00 for this year’s Wellington Camp has been charged
on all Year 8 accounts.
Please note, the $300 non-refundable deposit is due for payment by the
start of Term 2 as flights for this trip need to be booked.
We understand that this is a fairly substantial cost for some families,
however, the school cannot carry the cost. If payments are not made,
unfortunately we would have to cancel the camp.

PTA Meeting
The next meeting of the PTA will be on Wednesday 14 April at 6:00pm in the
staffroom.
All welcome to attend.
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Tuesday Winter Sport
Kirkwood Intermediate participates in the traditional Intermediate Winter
Sport.

HELP NEEDED

These games are held on Tuesday afternoon (always starting at 1:30pm). At
either Hagley Park or Nunweek Park.
We are seeking support from our community with the following sports for our
Tuesday winter sport.
•

Hockey

•

Netball

•

Football

Requirements we need are 1) A training session per week and 2) Being
there to take the team each week.
Benefits for you: You get to work with some pretty neat and keen kids!
If you are interested, please get in touch with Mr McWhirter through the
school office.
Thank you

NEEDED

Fabric off Cuts Needed
If you have fabric off cuts, preferably cotton, suitable for cushions or pencil
cases, and denim jeans for recycling in Technology Textiles, could you
please drop them off at the office.
They would be much appreciated.
Ms Ross

UNIFORM

Polar Fleece for Sale
We have two boxes of second hand polar fleeces (size 12 only) in the office
for sale.
They are $5 each, please bring cash to the office if you wish to purchase.

READING

Scholastic Book Club
Orders are due by Thursday 8 April.
Please post your orders in the office slot.
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School Bank Details

PAYMENTS

Account Name: Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees
Account Number: 12-3147-0180900-00
Particulars: Child’s name (surname and first name)
Reference: Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name)
For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school
activities during the year, please make sure you return the permission slip,
ticking the box saying that you are paying via the internet.

HEALTHY CHOICES

Thank you

Dairy
Many children may be tempted to visit the dairy after school to buy food and
drink. Please ensure your child is aware that they are not allowed on the bus
with these items.
We suggest that you talk to your children about healthier food options if they
are hungry after school.

SUNSAFE

Sun Hats
Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate takes all reasonably practicable steps
to encourage pupils to wear sunhats during summer when outside. There
is a green, wide brimmed hat available at The Warehouse; however, any
hat is able to be worn.
Sunscreen is available in every classroom and on every trip outside the
school, however you may prefer to send your choice of sunscreen to
school with your child (named).

UNIFORM

Lost Property
We have a large number of items in lost property which includes swimming
togs and polo fleeces. Please encourage your children to come and look
through the lost property bin. Thank you
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Road Safety

SAFETY

Please can you emphasize to your children how important it is to cross
Riccarton Road at the pedestrian crossing by Wharenui Road.
If you are dropping your child off opposite the school, they must walk down
the road to this crossing. Please do not help them to cross opposite the
school.
Thank you

School Driveway
Please ensure you do not drive up the school driveway (Riccarton Road &
Kirkwood Avenue entrances) to drop off or pick up your children either
before or after school. It is too unsafe for our children.
Thank you for your support with this

DATES

AFTER SCHOOL

CONTACT

Absentees
For texting absentees only please. 0274163414 (Please note – we do not
reply)
Alternatively, you may use our School App.
If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your
child, please ring the office on 033487718. (If you text or email, we may not
read the message in time.) Thank you.

Library Homework Club
Homework Club is held on Tuesday afternoons from 3pm until 3:45pm.
This is for pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which
is a service provided by the Christchurch City Library.
Drinks and biscuits will be provided.

School Calendar
Please view via our website http://kirkwood.school.nz/administration/calendar/
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ACTIVITIES

Community Notices
Risingholme Orchestra Presents Dan Brown Wild Symphony - Presented at The Piano on
11 April at 2:00pm & 4:00pm.
Family Day Out - Saturday 10 & Sunday11 April from 10:00am - 5:00pm at 221 Gloucester
St. There will be an obstacle course race including archery, tyres, netting and crazy bikes.
St Andrews College Open Day - This will be held on Wednesday 25 March, 9:00am 12:00pm. For more information visit www.stac.school.nz
Clothed in Love - A Christchurch based clothing bank with a vision to help families in need
by blessing them with good quality preloved or new clothing. Do you have items you could
donate? Do you know of a family who would benefit from the clothing bank? Would you like
to get involved in volunteering?
Please contact either Louisa or Kim by email
clothedinlovechch@gmail.com
Children’s Day 2021 - On Sunday 7 March, 11:00am - 3:00pm. This is now happening online
on their Facebook page. They will include an entertainment programme and 50 activities
children can do with their Whanau on this day.
2021 McDonald’s Youth Duathlon - Sunday 11 April at South Hagley Park. For more
information and to register visit www.mcdonaldsduathlon.co.nz
CCS Disability Action - If you are interested in welcoming a child into your family, either on a
short or long term basis, give CCS Disability Action a call to find out more about Shared Care
or Foster Care. Contact them on 0800 227 900.
All Property - A local As Is Company looking to purchase As Is Where Is properties around
Christchurch. If you sell through this company, they will donate $10,000 to our school. To find
out more, visit www.allproperty.co.nz

Sports/Clubs
Helen O’Grady Drama Academy - After school classes have begun for Term 1. Please
visit www.helenogrady.co.nz for more information.
Yeah Girls’ Cricket - No cost. This is held on Sundays at Hagley Park - Hospital Corner,
10:00 - 11:00am from 7 March - 11 April (excluding Easter weekend). To register online go
to www.yeahgirls.nz or contact 027 392 2345.
Merivale Papanui RFC - Cater for all school age children. Online registrations open at
www.merivalepap.co.nz or email info@merivalepap.co.nz if you have any questions.
Canvas Bag Drama School - Classes for 5 - 15 years. You can join at any time and take
advantage of their free trial class. For more information visit www.canvasbag.nz
Anna Lee School of Dance - Offers classes in ballet, jazz, hip hop and contemporary.
Classes available in Halswell, Selwyn, Sumner, Ferrymead and Papanui. Phone 354 6228
or email office@annaleeschoolofdance.co.nz to enrol.

Holiday Programmes
School Holiday Drama Workshops - These are designed to challenge children & teenagers with new ideas about acting and performance. Happening on Monday 19 & Tuesday 20
April from 9:00am - 4:00pm at the Isaac Theatre Royal.
Register online at
www.isaactheatreroyal.co.nz

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily
endorse or support any of the services advertised
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