
 

18 February 2021 Term 1 Week 3 

Welcome to this edition of our school newsletter. Just as the new school year 

begins, we are faced with a change in alert levels. Thank you for your 

understanding and support at the beginning of this week. Currently the school, 

along with the rest of Christchurch, is at alert level 1. Please know that we will 

continue to follow the advice of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 

Education. Our prime purpose at this time is to do our best to keep our 

community as safe as we can. 

This week Year 7 camps began. We took the decision to continue with camp 

based on Alert level 2. Room 5 and Mrs Robertson went from Monday to 

Wednesday and currently Room 10 and Ms Brenssell are enjoying the Purau 

experience. I would like to thank all the parents and teachers who make this 

kind of opportunity available for our students. I do believe it to be worthwhile, 

not only in learning a little more about Banks Peninsula, but also for the 

challenges this camp provides both physically and mentally. 

The first meeting of the Board of Trustees will take place next Thursday 25 

February in the school staffroom. Interested people are welcome to attend. 

The first meeting of the PTA will be held on Wednesday 10 March after the 

Annual Meeting which begins at 6:00pm, again in the school staffroom. Again 

all interested people are most welcome to attend. 

I would like to thank all of those parents who ensure their child comes to 

school well prepared. Being in correct school uniform is a great start, but 

coming having had a good night’s sleep is also really important. Too often we 

are seeing children coming who are tired – even to the point of falling asleep 

in the sick bay – simply because they have been on their phone or device until 

late at night. Could I suggest that parents ensure their children do not take 

their device or phone into their bedroom at night. Not only does it give your 

child the opportunity to stay awake to all hours, but it also allows them 

unfettered access to the internet and all that entails. I was listening to a 

speaker on cyber safety who asked the audience, would you allow someone 

you don’t know to go into your child’s bedroom and close the door behind 
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Will be taken on THURSDAY 11 MARCH.  

Mark this in your diary now so you do not forget! 

Please make sure correct uniform is worn on this day. 

School Photographs  

Website Photographs  

As stated on the enrolment form that you have all filled out – “Occasionally 

the school takes photographs of students to record activities within the school 

of their school work for the newsletter, social media, YouTube or school 

website.  It is the school’s policy that any photos for publication are either 

positive depictions of the children or the photographs are taken in such a way 

to avoid identification.  Please advise the school if you have any concerns 

about publication of your child’s photos.” 
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them. To a large extent he maintained that that was what we do when we 

allow our children to play with their phones and devices. His strong 

recommendation was that all devices were used in a public area of your 

house – I think this makes absolute sense. As well as this, it seems that too 

often the school becomes involved in trying to sort out bullying and abuse 

that happens on line outside of school hours. This is something that we have 

no control over – please consider sitting with your child or children and 

talking about how to use devices safely. 

It is really pleasing to see how many of our Year 8 students are working hard 

and seeking leadership opportunities. As well, it is really pleasing to see how 

quickly almost all of our Year 7 students have settled into their new school. I 

think this is setting a very good tone for 2021.  

Please remember that you are always welcome to contact the school. We 

look forward to working with you and your child. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Phil Tappenden 

Principal 
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Please ensure you have the Mobile App so that  you receive information and 

alert messages.    

This is free for users.   

You may download SchoolAppNZ directly from your Google Play store 

or Apple App store.  Once you have downloaded the App you then select 

search and select Kirkwood Intermediate School. 

There is a facility to download a link onto your computer, via the following 

link. 

https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/install/   

To access the web portal please click on the following link:  

https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/portal/ 

Kirkwood Intermediate School App  
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Food Technology Website  

If you would like to see the recipes used in Food Technology classes, please 

click on the following link. 

kirkwoodfood.weebly.com 

https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/install/
https://kirkwood.apps.school.nz/portal/
kirkwoodfood.weebly.com
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Rūma Rima had an amazing time while on camp. It was very cold one night 

but we were really lucky to be able to enjoy all Purau Bay has to offer while 

we were there.  

Good luck to all the other classes heading over! 

Year 7 Camp–  Room 5  
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Fabric off Cuts Needed  

If you have fabric off cuts, preferably cotton, suitable for cushions or pencil 

cases, and denim jeans for recycling in Technology Textiles, could you 

please drop them off at the office.  

They would be much appreciated.  

Ms Ross 
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Jump Jam is starting in Week 5 on Wednesdays from 1:15pm - 1:55pm. 

This will be held in the school hall.  All students welcome to attend to jump 

around and have some fun.  

Those interested in joining the competition team should also attend as we 

will be looking for people to represent Kirkwood later in the year.  

We will hold a meeting in the future for those students that want to compete 

however for now, come to the hall to have a go!  

Congratulations to Blair McWhirter, our Room 11 teacher, who won the 

Buller marathon last weekend, with a time of 2 hours 32 minutes! 

Jump Jam  
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Congratulations  

The annual Summer Tournament is coming up on Tuesday 16 March. We 

are seeking support from our community with some of the Sports that are 

offered.  

We are looking for people to help select, train and manage the team on 

the day. 

The following sports are: Softball, Boys’ Cricket team and Tennis. 

If you would be able to help us with this (again this means, taking a trial at 

school - to get to know the kids, and being there on the tournament day), 

please get in touch with Mr McWhirter through the school office. 

Summer Tournament  
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It is great having a school pool!  

Here are some of our Year 8 classes making the most of this resource.  
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School Swimming Sports  

Monday 1 March 

All pupils will be attending the school swimming sports at Jellie Park Pool on  

Monday 1 March from 12:15pm until 2:30pm. 

A notice has gone home with your child today.  Please return the permission 

slip by Monday 22  February. 

For those new to the school, our Swimming Sports operate slightly 

differently to most. The pupils are ability grouped from our own swim 

session, and placed in a race suited to their swimming ability. All pupils take 

part in freestyle, while back and breaststroke are optional.  

All of the students will travel by bus to Jellie Park on the day, those that can 

not complete a length comfortably will be supervised in the outdoor pool at 

Jellie Park. We encourage you to come and watch but please note seating 

is given priority to the pupils.  

A notice has come home with your child. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I/we give permission for ………………………………… of Room …………… 

to attend the school Swimming Sports on Monday 1 March and to travel to 

and from Jellie Park swimming pool by bus. 

 

Name of Parent/Caregiver: ……………………...Contact No: ….…………. 

 

Signature ………………………………………. 
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Many children may be tempted to visit the dairy after school to buy food and 

drink.  Please ensure your child is aware that they are not allowed on the bus 

with these items.   

We suggest that you talk to your children about healthier food options if they 

are hungry after school. 

Dairy  
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Wednesday 10 March 6:00pm in the Staffroom.  

New members welcome 

We offer Blues Awards for Academic, Cultural and Sports. 

Our goal of the Blues Awards are to: 

 Acknowledge the achievement and attainment of our students; 

 Acknowledge the depth and breadth of their attainment; and  

 Achievement Acknowledge citizenship and students who display our 

school values; 

 Encourage students to strive;  

 Place a high value on ‘In-school’ achievement. 

 

For details regarding eligibility criteria please visit our website: 

http://kirkwood.school.nz/our-students/achievements/ 

PTA Meeting  

Blues Awards  C
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Sun Hats  

Please note:  Kirkwood Intermediate takes all reasonably practicable steps 

to encourage pupils to wear sunhats during summer when outside.  There 

is a green, wide brimmed hat available at The Warehouse; however, any 

hat is able to be worn. 

Sunscreen is available in every classroom and on every trip outside the 

school, however you may prefer to send your choice of sunscreen to 

school with your child (named). 
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http://kirkwood.school.nz/our-students/achievements/
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Kirkwood Policies and Procedures  

SchoolDocs - Policies for review in Term 1 is Home Learning. 

To review the above policy please follow the instructions below: 

• Visit the website https://kirkwood.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 

• Enter the username (kirkwood) and password (Kahikatea). 

• Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

• Read the policy. 

• Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

• Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

• Enter your name (optional). 

• Submit your ratings and comments. 

 

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with 

printed copies of the policy and a review form. 
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Deutsche Sprachschule Canterbury 

German language land culture classes are now available at 

Kirkwood.  These will be run during lunchtime once a week and 

cost $80 per term.  Please contact  Penny ph: 021 02597775 or 

Email nzgerman@mail.com  for  further details. 

Wedsite: www.nzgerman.com  

or follow on Facebook 

German Language Classes  
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Road Safety  
Please can you emphasize to your children how important it is to cross Riccarton 

Road at the pedestrian crossing by Wharenui Road.   

If you are dropping your child off opposite the school, they must walk down the road 

to this crossing.  Please do not help them to cross opposite the school.   

Thank you  

School Driveway  

Please ensure you do not drive up the school driveway (Riccarton Road & 

Kirkwood Avenue entrances) to drop off or pick up your children either before or 

after school.  It is too unsafe for our children. 

Thank you for your support with this  

School App and cell phone  

For texting absentees only please.   0274163414   (Please note – we do not reply) 

Alternatively, you may use our School App. 

If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 033487718.  (If you text or email, we may not read the 

message in time.)  Thank you. 

Library Homework Club  
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Book Club orders are due by Tuesday 23 February 

Please post in the slot in the office foyer. 

Scholastic Book Club  

Homework Club is held on Tuesday afternoons from 3pm until 3:45pm.   

This is for pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a 

service provided by the Christchurch City Library.   

Drinks and biscuits will be provided. 
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School Bank Details  
 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 

Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 

For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities 

during the year, please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box 

saying that you are paying via the internet.  Thank you 

Please view via our website http://kirkwood.school.nz/administration/calendar/ 

School Calendar  
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Metro Bus Service  
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The Metro school services that travel past Kirkwood Intermediate have now 
been confirmed for 2021.   
 
Please visit the following links for any updated changes to the Metro school 
services. 

https://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/school-services/lincoln-to-upper-
riccarton-schools/ 

Timetables and maps are available at the below links:  

www.metroinfo.co.nz 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/school-services/lincoln-to-upper-riccarton-schools/
https://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/school-services/lincoln-to-upper-riccarton-schools/
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx
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CCS Disability Action -  If you are interested in welcoming a child into your family, either on a 
short or long term basis, give CCS Disability Action a call to find out more about Shared Care 
or Foster Care.  Contact them on 0800 227 900. 
 
Creative Junk Yard Sale - On Saturday 27 February at 10:00am - 2:00pm, 25 Disraeli Street, 
Addington.  Workshops in action on the day, Under two presentation, treasure hunt for under 
13’s and a car boot sale. 
 
All Property - A local As Is Company looking to purchase As Is Where Is  properties around 
Christchurch.  If you sell through this company, they will donate $10,000 to our school.  To find 
out more, visit www.allproperty.co.nz 
 
Community Health - The Ministry of Health recommends that young people living in close 
together in places such as halls of residence be immunised against meningitis.  Please find 
attached the Ministry of Health's brochure regarding meningitis and vaccines available to your 
child as they perhaps move on with their tertiary education and will be flatting or living in halls 
of residence. https://www.healthed.govt.nz/resource/immunise-against-meningococcal-
disease 
 

Speak Spanish Language Institute:  Teenage courses in 2021. Open to children 
(ages 8-17 yrs) www.speakspanish.co.nz, For further details or nquiries call Laura 
021 02421778 

Community Notices  

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily  

endorse or support any of the services advertised 

Sports/Clubs  
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Hornby Hockey Club - Free pre-season hockey fun at Hornby Domain on Main South 
Road.  These start on Thursday 25 February at 5:45pm - 6:45pm and will run for 6 weeks. 
The sessions will cater for children of all abilities. 
 
Merivale Papanui RFC - Cater for all school age children.  Online registrations open at 
www.merivalepap.co.nz or email info@merivalepap.co.nz if you have any questions. 
 
Canvas Bag Drama School - Classes for 5 - 15 years.  You can join at any time and take 
advantage of their free trial class.  For more information visit www.canvasbag.nz 
 
Anna Lee School of Dance - Offers classes in ballet, jazz, hip hop and contemporary.  
Classes available in Halswell, Selwyn, Sumner, Ferrymead and Papanui.  Phone 354 6228 
or email office@annaleeschoolofdance.co.nz to enrol. 
 
HSOB Rugby Registration - On Sunday 21 February, 10:00am - 12:00pm, Wednesday 24 
February, 4:00pm - 6:00pm and  Sunday 7 March, 2:00pm - 4:00pm.  This is held at HSOB 
Club Rooms in Hagley Park. 
 
Christchurch Netball Programmes - The Christchurch Netball Centre are running netball 
skill and development sessions in Term 1. Contact Sara Norton at jnrnetball@cnc.org.nz or 
0279194474 or register https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/150356 
 
Studio One Performing Arts - Your local dance school, is currently giving Ballet, Jazz, 
Contemporary and Acro lessons in your area. The school’s director is teacher, 
choreographer & ex-ballet dancer Patricia Paul A.R.A.D. (London). Ballet lessons from 3 
years through to Advanced, and all levels in Jazz and Contemporary starting from age 7. 
For all enquiries please phone 372-9191 or email info@studioone.co.nz  

http://www.allproperty.co.nz
http://www.merivalepap.co.nz
mailto:info@merivalepap.co.nz
http://www.canvasbag.nz
mailto:office@annaleeschoolofdance.co.nz
mailto:jnrnetball@cnc.org.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/150356
mailto:info@studioone.co.nz

