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Welcome to this first edition of our school newsletter for 2020. I hope that you have 
enjoyed the first week at school for this year. I have appreciated the very positive 
feeling around the school, and I am looking forward to seeing this continue for the 
rest of the year. Thank you also for ensuring your child is in correct school uniform, 
and is well prepared for school everyday. 

 

Contained within this newsletter is a lot of information that should be informative 
and useful. I would like to formally welcome our new staff, and our new children 
and their families to our school. You will also find some information about our 
Concerns and Complaints policy. Could I please ask that should you have any 
concerns, please get in touch with us as soon as you can. Often a small problem 
can be dealt with quickly, but if left, can become much more complex. Like you, our 
main purpose is to help your children learn, grow, and enjoy their time with us. 

 

Last year I wrote to all parents, and to those who were pre-enrolled, to explain that 
our Board of Trustees has chosen not to opt in to the Government Donations 
Scheme. Last year parents were clear that there was not enough information 
available and they did not want their children to miss out on any opportunities. 
Hence this year we will be asking for parent donations towards the cost of some 
activities and we will be charging fees for others. Your support will be much 
appreciated. The Board will reconsider their decision later this year, and will be 
asking for parent feedback. Please keep an eye out for this, and let us know your 
thoughts. In line with this, we will be asking parents to cover the costs involved with 
our school camps. For Year 7 camps we are asking parents to pay $165 just as 
soon as possible. For Year 8 students we need to be sure that parents will support 
the Wellington camp. We are asking parents to pay a deposit of $300 by the end of 
Term 1, with the remainder (most likely another $300) due by the end of Term 2. If 
we do not get enough parent support we will cancel the Wellington camp as the 
Board does not have the resources to cover the cost of this trip. Should you have 
any questions about money, or should you experience hardship with any of our 
school experiences, please do not hesitate to contact me at school at any time. 

 

As you may know, during the teacher pay negotiations last year all schools were 
told to have four teacher only days this year, and four next year, to allow time for 
staff development in new areas. Our school will be closed for instruction on              
Friday 7 February to allow for one of these four compulsory days. Thank you for 
your understanding and support. I will inform you of the others when they have 
been confirmed. 
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Will be taken on WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH.  

Mark this in your diary now so you do not forget! 

Please make sure correct uniform is worn on this day. 

Our first Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting for 2020 is scheduled for 
Wednesday 19 February at 6:00pm. Please come along if you are interested in 
working with group of keen parents to support our school. Attendance at the first 
meeting does not mean you have to be on the committee – come and see whether 
it’s for you! Also, our first Board of Trustees meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20 
Feburary. These meetings are open to interested parties, although at times the 
Board does need to go into committee and visitors will be asked to wait outside 
while any sensitive matters are discussed. 

 
We are really looking forward to an enjoyable year. To help all of us enjoy the year 
we will not tolerate behaviour that is violent, offensive or demeaning. Can I please 
ask you to talk with your child about the behaviours expected at our school, and 
the appropriate behaviours whilst travelling on the bus to and from school. I would 
very much appreciate your support in this matter. We will also be focusing on 
attendance and punctuality this year. If your child is frequently late, we will be 
asking to meet with you to see how we can help. The school buildings are open 
from 8:00am, so encourage your child to be here before 8:30am – this will help 
them feel settled by the time lessons begin. If your child is frequently absent we will 
also be in touch to try to understand why, and to help – attendance at school is 
expected to sit above 90% for all children. Attendance at school in Year 8 can be a 
very accurate predictor of success at high school – let’s work together to help all of 
our children succeed. 
 

A rather long piece from me this week – I promise to be more succinct in future. 
The main message is, I believe, that if we all work together, if we all focus on the 
children in our care, and if we all communicate openly and honestly, this could be a 
very good year indeed. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
Phil Tappenden 
Principal 

School Photographs  

Website Photographs  

As stated on the enrolment form that you have all filled out – “Occasionally the 

school takes photographs of students to record activities within the school of their 

school work for the newsletter, social media, Youtube or school website.  It is the 

school’s policy that any photos for publication are either positive depictions of the 

children or the photographs are taken in such a way to avoid identification.  Please 

advise the school if you have any concerns about publication of your child’s photos.” 

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
 



 

5 February 2020 Term 1 Week 1 

Kirkwood Intermediate School - 2020 
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Principal:  

Phil Tappenden 

Deputy Principal: 

Peter Aitken 

Year 8 Team: 

Kim Robertson (AP & Team Leader) 

Ellis van der Fits 

Steven Moseley 

Paul Williamson 

Blair McWhirter 

Kathryn Mason 

 

Year 7 Team: 

Stacey Timblick 

Tamara Toaolamai (Team Leader) 

Mike Smith 

Hae Ran Eum 

Micaela Brenssell 

Trevor Paterson 

Marilyn van Eysden (Specialist Teacher) 

 

Technology Teaching Staff: 

Julie Anderson (Director of Technology 

   and Team Leader) 

Kelvin Erickson 

Gordon Anderson 

Ray Ingle 

Sarah Waters 

Fiona Buick  

Teri Johnson 

Erick Dirkze 

Vicky Rowe 

 

Esol Teacher: 

Janine Climo 

 

International Student Coordinator: 

Alison Xie 

 

Support Staff 

Lea-Ann Dow - Principal’s Secretary 

Geraldine McCormick - Bursar 

Tracey Purdie - Office Assistant 

Sally Dobbs - Librarian 

Deb Rowley - IT/Assessment 

Peter Von Hagen - Caretaker 

Martyn Taylor - Cleaner 

Puleitu Belford - Cleaner 

Room: 

Room 1 

Room 4 

Room 6 

Room 9 

Room 11 

Room 12 

 

Room: 

Room 2 

Room 3 

Room 5 

Room 8 

Room 10 

Room 13 

(Part Time) 

 

Room: 

T9 

 

T1 

T2 

T3 

T4 

T5 

T6 

T7 

T8 

 

Counsellor and SENCo: 

Sue Molloy 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Aides: 

Grace Joo 

Debbie Garland 

Judy Erasmuson 

Samantha Key 

Wendy Bristow 

Rodolfo Lopez 
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New Staff 
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Kia ora koutou Ko Ellis van der Fits tōku 

ingoa. 

 

Hello, my name is Ellis van der Fits. 

This will be my first teaching job, which 

provides me with a lot of excitement. I 

have been studying at the University of 

Canterbury for the past three years, and 

completed my final professional 

placement at Kirkwood intermediate in 

2019. 

 

I grew up in a small rural town in 

Taranaki in the North Island and only left 

the North Island when coming to 

university in 2017. Christchurch is a 

beautiful place that I have loved calling 

my home. 

 

I enjoy challenging students and 

encouraging them to try new things. I 

hold a strong ‘give it a go’ belief and aim 

to incorporate that into my classroom. I 

enjoy sports and played most of them 

throughout my primary and high school.  

Touch rugby, cheerleading and netball 

were my favourite. 

 

When I am not teaching I often enjoy 

going for walks, visiting friends or 

exploring places I have not been before. 

 

I will be teaching in Room 4 and cannot 

wait to get to know the students at 

Kirkwood Intermediate. Feel free to say 

hello if you see me around. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 

Ellis van der Fits 

Kia ora, ko Steven Ronald Moseley 

Tōku ingoa. 

 

Hello, my name is Steven Ronald 

Moseley. 

 

Originally from Blenheim I moved to 

Christchurch in 2018 to study teaching 

and have loved every minute of it. I 

started my teaching career relieving at 

several schools around Christchurch 

and I have found that working with 

intermediate aged students is an 

incredibly rewarding experience. For 

that reason I am very excited to be 

joining the Kirkwood team as we head 

into 2020. 

 

I initially studied animation down south 

in Invercargill and after graduating I 

worked for a post-production house in 

Dunedin called Natural History NZ. I 

love the creative/performing arts and 

music is especially a passion of mine, I 

am currently using my spare time 

training as a classical singer (and 

amateur guitar player). 

 

I know that 2020 is going to be a great 

year and I look forward to getting to 

know not only the students of Room 6, 

but everyone who is a part of the 

Kirkwood Family. 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Steven Ronald Moseley 
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New Staff 
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 Micaela Brenssell (Classroom 

Teacher) 

Bachelor of Health Science (Health 

Education), Graduate Diploma in 

Teaching and Learning (Primary) 

Kia Ora, my name is Micaela Brenssell.  

I am very excited to begin my teaching 

career here at Kirkwood Intermediate. 

While studying over the past few years, 

I worked for an after school programme 

at different venues across Christchurch. 

This job lead to a strong passion 

working with this age group.  

I am looking forward to camp in 

particular, and all the different sporting 

events coming up throughout the year.  

I have the pleasure of teaching in Room 

10 this year, but look forward to getting 

to know everyone at Kirkwood 

Intermediate.  

Nga mihi 

Micaela Brenssell 

Vicky Rowe (Technology Teacher)  

 

Bachelor of Applied Science (Human 

Nutrition), Graduate Diploma in 

Teaching and Learning (Secondary) 

 

Kia ora, My name is Vicky Rowe and I 

am excited to be starting my teaching 

career here at Kirkwood Intermediate as 

a food technology teacher. 

 

I have many years experience in the 

hospitality industry as a Chef and have 

owned my own café.  I have a real 

passion for food and nutrition and look 

forward to passing  this life skill and 

knowledge onto my students. 

 

I have two children,  my daughter  is in 

Year 7 and my son is in Year 5. I love 

traveling and learning about new 

cultures and their cuisines and also 

enjoy competing in multi sporting events. 

  

I am  really looking forward to my year 

ahead and getting to know the students 

at Kirkwood. 

  

Nga mihi 

  

  

Vicky  Rowe 
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Road Safety  
Please can you emphasize to your children how important it is to cross Riccarton 

Road at the pedestrian crossing by Wharenui Road.   

If you are dropping your child off opposite the school, they must walk down the road 

to this crossing.  Please do not help them to cross opposite the school.   

Thank you  

School Driveway  

Please ensure you do not drive up the school driveway (Riccarton Road & 

Kirkwood Avenue entrances) to drop off or pick up your children either before or 

after school.  It is too unsafe for our children. 

Thank you for your support with this  

School cell phone  

For texting absentees only please.   0274163414   (Please note – we do not reply) 

If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 033487718.  (If you text or email, we may not read the 

message in time.)  Thank you. 

Library Homework Club  
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Book Club orders are due by 18 February 

Please post in the slot in the office foyer. 

Scholastic Book Club  

Homework Club will be commencing on Thursday 20 February.  However, 

Homework Club will normally be held on: 

 Tuesday afternoons from 3pm until 3:45pm  

This is for pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a 

service provided by the Christchurch City Library.  There is a small snack provided. 
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Donation Receipts  

Just a reminder to please retain your receipt if you have made a donation to the 

school as you may be able to claim a tax credit. 

If you have paid your donation at the stationery day sales, your donation receipt will 

be brought home by your child in the next couple of weeks. 

Many children may be tempted to visit the dairy after school to buy food and drink.  

Please ensure your child is aware that they are not allowed on the bus with these 

items.   

We suggest that you talk to your children about healthier food options if they are 

hungry after school. 

Dairy  
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Pause Breath Smile (PBS) is a mindfulness course developed by the Mindfulness 

Education Group to enhance children’s wellbeing and develop skills to manage 

emotions.  

The program is designed for both you and your child to attend and learn together. 

This provides the benefit of you being able to support each other in practicing and 

using the skills at home.  

Where: The Psychology Centre, University of Canterbury  

When: Starting Wednesday, 19 February, 4pm - 5pm  

Cost: $125 for a parent and child  

To register or for more information, please contact Justine Brougham at   

justine.brougham@canterbury.ac.nz 

Youth Mental health Programme  
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Metro Bus Service  

The Metro school services that travel past Kirkwood Intermediate have now been 

confirmed for 2020. They will continue to use the same routes and timetables as last 

year. Timetables and maps are available at the below links:  

www.metroinfo.co.nz 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx 
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We are looking for a homestay families for both short and long term  International 

students. 

If you are interested in hosting a student/students, please contact the school office 

via email school.information@kirkwood.school.nz  or phone 03 348 7718 

Home Stay Families  

Year 8 Pupils  
 

If the care of your child and contact arrangements have changed over the Christmas 

break – please email, phone or write a note to the office updating your details.  

Thank you. 

This is now open.  The canteen menu may be viewed via our 

website  www.kirkwood.school.nz and a copy is available in 

every classroom. 
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Sun Hats  

Please note:  Kirkwood Intermediate takes all reasonably practicable steps to 

encourage pupils to wear sunhats during summer when outside.  There is a 

green, wide brimmed hat available at The Warehouse; however, any hat is able to 

be worn. 

Sunscreen is available in every classroom and on every trip outside the school, 

however you may prefer to send your choice of sunscreen to school with your 

child (named). 
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School Canteen  

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx
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Kirkwood Policies and Procedures  

All Kirkwood Intermediate School Polices and Procedures may be viewed via the 

following SchoolDocs Website:  

 

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

Enter the user name (kirkwood) and password (Kahikatea) 

 

Policies you may like to view are as follows: 

 

Sun Safe:   

(Please note: Sunscreen is available in each classroom and available at the office) 

 

Care of Children Policy/Separated Day to Day Care/Child Protection 

Details of care arrangements (please notify the school of any special arrangements 

related to care of your child - forms are available at the office) 

 

Smokefree School Policy 

 

Concerns and Complaints Policy including BoT Complaints procedures 

 

Digital Technology and Cyber Safety 

 

Please note:  Use the ‘search’ tool to view policies 

If you do not have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with  

printed copies of the policies or if you need assistance please do not hesitate to 

contact the office. 
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Wednesday 19 February 6:00pm in the Staffroom.  

New members welcome 

The Canterbury DHB will continue to offer a School Based Vaccination  

Programme to Year 8 boys and girls, who have not completed their eleven year 

old HPV & Boostrix vaccinations in General Practice. 

 

More information will come home with your child next week. 

 

We offer Blues Awards for Academic, Cultural and Sports. 

Our goal of the Blues Awards are to: 

 

 Acknowledge the achievement and attainment of our students; 

 Acknowledge the depth and breadth of their attainment; and  

 Achievement Acknowledge citizenship and students who display our school  

 values  

 Encourage students to strive;  

 Place a high value on ‘In-school’ achievement  

 

For details regarding eligibility criteria please visit our website: 

http://kirkwood.school.nz/our-students/achievements/ 

PTA Meeting  

Blues Awards  

Year 8 HPV & Boostrix Vaccinations  
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School Bank Details  
 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 

Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 

For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities 

during the year, please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box 

saying that you are paying via the internet.  Thank you 

Please view via our website http://kirkwood.school.nz/administration/calendar/ 

 

TERM 1   Monday 3 February to Thursday 9 April—11 weeks 

  Waitangi Day - Thursday 6 February - school closed 

  Teacher Only Day - Friday 7 February 

  Easter and Good Friday - Friday 10 April,  Monday 13 and  

  Tuesday 14 April (falls in holidays) 

  ANZAC Day - Monday 27 April  

 

TERM 2      Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July—10 weeks 

  Monday 1 June - Queens Birthday - school closed 

 

TERM 3   Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September—10 weeks 

   

TERM 4   Monday 12 October to Wednesday 16 December—10 weeks 

  Monday 26 October—Labour Day—school closed 

  Friday 13 November—Show Day (Canterbury Anniversary) - school closed 

Term Calendar and Important Dates  

School Year Dates for 2020  
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Our Term Calendar  

6 February Thursday Waitangi Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

7 February Friday Teacher Only Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

10 February Monday Year 7 Camp - Room 13 

12 February Wednesday Year 7 Camp - Room 8 

17 February Monday Year 7 Camp - Room 10 

19 February Wednesday 
Year 7 Camp - Room 5 

PTA Meeting at 6pm 

20 February Thursday  BoT Meeting 

24 February Monday Year 7 Camp - Room 2 

26 February Wednesday Year 7 Camp - Room 3 

3 March Tuesday  Huxter Mountain Bike Race 

4 March Wednesday School Photo Day 

9 March Monday Swimming Sports, 12 noon - 2:30pm 

10 March Tuesday 
Chocolate Fundraiser Begins 

Year 8 Museum & Art Gallery Trip 

11 March Wednesday Year 8 Museum & Art Gallery Trip 

12 March Thursday HPV & Boostrix Vaccination 

16 March Monday 
Year 8 Museum & Art Gallery Trip 

Year 7 Riccarton Bush Trip 

18 March Wednesday Year 7 Riccarton Bush Trip 

19 March Thursday Year 7 Riccarton Bush Trip 

9 April Thursday Last Day of Term 1 

28 April Tuesday  First Day of Term 2 
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Swimming Sports  

On Monday 9 March we have Swimming Sports which is being held at Jellie Park.  

For those new to the school, our Swimming Sports operate slightly differently to most. The 

pupils are ability grouped from our own swim session, and placed in a race suited to their 

swimming ability. All pupils take part in freestyle, back and breaststroke are optional.  

All of the students will travel by bus to Jellie Park on the day, those that can not complete a 

length comfortably will be supervised in the outdoor pool at Jellie Park. We encourage you 

to come and watch but please note seating is given priority to the pupils.  

A notice will come home with your child shortly. 
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Canvas Bag Drama School - At the Merivale Campus for ages 5 - 15 years.  Take advantage of the free 

trial class.  For more information visit www.canvasbag.nz or phone 021 222 7273 

Well Being Workshops 2020 - Two workshops at the Upper Riccarton Library on Monday 24 February.  

These workshops are Managing Busy Lives - 4:30pm - 6:00pm and Overcoming Daily Stressors - 7:00 pm - 

8:30pm.  For info can be found at the following website                                                                               

http://leadingalifeyoulove.nz/consultations-workshops/upcoming-workshops/  

 

 

Community Notices  

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily  

endorse or support any of the services advertised 

Sports/Clubs  
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Selwyn Athletic Club - Welcome to the 2020 half of the track and field season. Club 
nights starts Monday 10 February at the Nga Puna Wai Track.  

Play Football throughout 2020 at Halswell United AFC - Registrations for 2020 are 
open.  Just head to the website for more information and to register:                             
http://www.hawkfootball.org.nz/Register 

Summer Football - Skills Centre+ Registrations (for kids aged 8-12) & First Kicks/Fun 
Football Registrations (for kids aged 4-8) are open for Summer Term 1 
http://www.hawkfootball.org.nz/Programmes/Summer-Programmes 

Girls’ Cricket - For ages 8 - 16.  To register and for further details go to www.yeahgirls.nz 
or contact Rebecca Gillett 027 915 1598 

Burnside Rugby - Registrations will be held at the Burnside Clubrooms on Avonhead 
Rd on Friday 14 February from 6:00pm—9:00pm.  Please register online at          
www.burnside rugby.co.nz before coming to the registration session.  New players, please 
bring proof of age. 

Canterbury Volleyball - Separate programmes are held for both Indoor and Beach 
Volleyball that allows students to learn the skills of both games.  Please visit  
www.canterburyvolleyball.org/about1-c1qk5 or                                   
www.canterburyvolleyball.org/sandhoppers-yrs-7-8 

Marist Albion RFC Junior Rugby - For more information and to register please visit 
their website www.maristalbion.co.nz and click on Junior rugby or contact Brendon Feary 
021 226 4003 

 

http://leadingalifeyoulove.nz/consultations-workshops/upcoming-workshops/
http://www.hawkfootball.org.nz/Register
http://www.hawkfootball.org.nz/Programmes/Summer-Programmes
http://www.yeahgirls.nz
http://www.burnsiderugby.co.nz
http://www.canterburyvolleyball.org/about1-c1qk5
http://www.canterburyvolleyball.org/sandhoppers-yrs-7-8
http://www.maristalbion.co.nz

