
 

12 December 2019 Term 4  Week 9 

Welcome to this final edition of our school newsletter for 2019. The year has 

certainly flown by and soon we will be closed for the summer break. We have 

had many successes this year, along with some sad moments, but all in all I 

think we can look back at a mainly enjoyable year for most. 

 

At the end of a school year we do farewell many people from our school 

environment. I would like to say to all students who are leaving that we hope 

you have enjoyed your time with us, and that you feel you are leaving ready 

for your next challenge and opportunity. The vast majority of you have made 

the most of your time with us, and I know you are well placed to go further in 

this world. 

 

We also have a number of staff leaving this year. Ms Lavinia Buckenham 

Baines, Ms Hannah McCall, Mrs Mary Ross, Mr Chris Gaut and Mrs Anna-

Mary Anderson are all finishing their time at Kirkwood at the end of the year, 

and we wish them all the best with the next stage in their lives. We also thank 

them so much for all they have done during their time at our school. 

 

Please find within this newsletter information concerning a Teacher Only Day 

we will be holding early next year, and information on the Board’s decision 

regarding the Ministry’s Donation Scheme.  

 

School will close for our Year 8 students at the conclusion of the Year 8 final 

assembly on Monday evening. Our Year 7 students will be dismissed 

immediately following the conclusion of the Year 7 assembly, approximately 

12:15pm on Tuesday 17 December.  

 

I would like to apologise for my absence at the Year 8 assembly. I have been 

awarded a Christchurch City Civic Award which is to be presented on the 

same night, and the Board has supported me receiving this in person. I feel 

both honoured and embarrassed to be receiving this, but acknowledge the 

support I have had from all of the Boards I have worked with during my time at 

Kirkwood.  
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On Wednesday 27 November Enzo, Zara and Annabelle represented Kirkwood at the 

Canterbury Intermediate Schools’ Triathlon at Pegasus, North of Christchurch.  The 

triathlon consisted of a 100m swim,10.8km bike and a 2.5km run.  In Enzo’s words - 

“It was hard but a lot of fun and I will do it again next year.” 
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Buses 

Please refer to the bus website for further details regarding the bus schedule on 

the final day.  Please visit  the following website to view: 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx.  F
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I do hope to see many of you over the next few days, and thank you for your 

support of our school. To those who are ending their association with our school I 

wish you all the best for the future, to those returning, I very much look forward to 

working with you again. 

 

Best wishes for the festive season and a happy new year to you all. 

 

 

Phil Tappenden 

Principal 

Triathlon 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/SchoolServices/Pages/default.aspx.
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Teacher Only Days  
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Dear Parents and Whānau, 

 

During the teacher pay negotiations earlier this year, the Ministry of Education 

granted every school 8 Teacher Only Days to be used over 2020 and 2021. The 

purpose behind these days was to allow schools and teachers to focus on 

teaching and learning, and new developments in curriculum. 

 

In the past we have been reluctant to use Teacher Only Days, as we understand 

how disruptive they can be to families. However, we now have little choice but to 

do as requested. The Board of Trustees has asked the school to manage these 

days as best we can, and to ensure our community has as much notice as 

possible. 

 

Because of this, I wish to advise that the first of these Teacher Only Days will take 

place of Friday 7 February 2020. This will mean that the first weekend of the 

school term will be a long weekend incorporating Waitangi Day on Thursday 6 

February. 

 

While the school will be closed, teachers will be at school. We will be unable to 

supervise children, rather we will be working through things such as our appraisal 

system, our approach to the Digital Technologies curriculum (newly introduced in 

2020) and examining our behaviour management and student support system, 

amongst other areas. 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, but hope that you 

understand the reasons behind this. There will be three other teacher only days in 

2020. We will inform you of these dates as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 

 

 

Phil Tappenden 

Principal 

Kirkwood Intermediate School Magazine  
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Our  school magazine has been created by our amazing technology teacher  

Ms Waters. Please click on the link below to view: 

https://issuu.com/sarahwaters2/docs/2019_kirkwood_magazine_2019    

https://issuu.com/sarahwaters2/docs/2019_kirkwood_magazine_2019
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Donations 
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Dear Parents and Whānau 

 

At a recent Board of Trustees meeting we discussed the proposed Ministry 

Donations Scheme. The Board would like to thank the many people who 

completed and returned our survey, and those who were able to attend the 

meeting in person. 

 

It was clear to the Board that our community did not want to lessen the 

opportunities available to our students, and it was felt that the scheme as 

proposed was unclear in its intent. The Board felt great uncertainty about 

how the scheme may operate, and, based on the views of our community did 

not wish to limit student opportunities, nor place the school at risk. 

 

Hence, the Board has decided not to opt in to the scheme, and to retain our 

ability to ask our community for donations for some activities and fees for 

others. In general, our community should not expect any significant 

difference from this year. 

 

One area of concern for the Board is our camp programme. We will be 

asking parents to cover the cost of our camps as we have in the past. The 

Year 7 camp at Purau will go ahead as planned. The Year 8 camp to 

Wellington will only go ahead if we have received enough money by the end 

of Term 1 2020 to ensure we will not be faced with a substantial loss. If we 

do not receive enough support for this camp, then camp will be cancelled for 

our Year 8 students. 

 

It is our hope that our community will continue to support our school, and that 

our students will continue to have the same opportunities as past students 

have had. The Board has resolved to look again at the scheme next year, 

when the situation should be much more clear. 

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

Victoria Sergel 

Board of Trustees Chair 
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Our Community Health Nurse  

My name is Emily Templeton and I am the allocated Public Health Nurse for your 

school. I work within a team of Public Health Nurses. We are all Registered Nurses 

with knowledge and experience in child and family health.  

 

We work with children and families where health and wellbeing concerns impact on 

their home and school lives.  

 

Please contact me if you have any health concerns for your child.  

My details are: 

Phone 027 2211 236 

Email  emily.templeton@cdhb.health.nz  

 

Water helps us digest food, regulate our temperature, remove 

waste, prevents constipation, relieves fatigue and keeps us 

alert.  

Say Yes to water this Summer , Say Yes everyday!  
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Dental Care during the School Holidays  

The Community Dental Service will be providing dental care for children enrolled 

with our service during the upcoming school holidays.  The clinics will offer 

treatment and relief of pain sessions by appointment only.   To make an 

appointment please call/email our Contact Centre which operates between the 

hours of 8am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday throughout the year (closed from 

25th December to 6th January). 

  

The following Dental Clinics will be open during these school holidays: 

  

·       Woolston Clinic, 11 Hopkins Street, Woolston 

·       Hillmorton Clinic, Hillmorton Hospital, Sylvan Street, 

·       Ashburton Clinic, 38 Elizabeth Street, Ashburton 

 

The clinics will offer appointments between 8.45am and 3.00pm for school-age and 

preschool children requiring treatment. 

If your child has dental pain as a result of an accident please contact your dentist in 

the first instance. 

  

To book an appointment at one of our clinics please:         call 0800 846 983 

Or email commdental@cdhb.health.nz 
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Sunblock and Hats 

We have sunblock available in classrooms for pupils to use which the 
teachers encourage the children to apply.   

 

Children may also wear a sunhat (any sunhat they choose).  
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Year 8 Final Assembly  

The last day of school for Year 8’s is  

 

Monday 16 December. 

 

There will be a Final Assembly held in the  

evening from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.  

The last day of school for Year 7’s is  

 

Tuesday 17 December. 

 

There will be an informal assembly at 11:30am and pupils  

are expected to go home at 12:15pm 

Year 7 Final Assembly 

Homestay’s Needed 

We are currently looking for homestay families to host our international students 

either short term or long term for 2020. 

 

For those interested please contact Alison Xie, our International Coordinator  on  

03 3487718 or alisonxie@kirkwood.school.nz IN
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Year 8 Email Addresses  

When pupils leave the school their email addresses are deleted.  Therefore all 

important information should be saved. 
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School Bank Details 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 

Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 

For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities 

during the year, please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box 

saying that you are paying via the internet.  Thank you 
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Please can you emphasise to your children how important it is to cross 

Riccarton Road at the pedestrian crossing by Wharenui Road. 

 

If you are dropping your child off opposite the school, they must walk down the 

road to this crossing.  Please do not help them to cross opposite the school. 

 

Thank you for you support with this. 

Crossing Riccarton Road  
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School Cell Phone 

For texting absentees only please. 

027 4163414. 

(Please note – we do not reply.) 

  

If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 348 7718.  

If you text or email, we may not read the message in time. 

 

Please note that it is a Ministry requirement to have a reason for absence so please 

ensure you let the office know. 

Thank you. 
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Please ensure you do not drive up the school driveway (front & back entrances) to 

drop off or pick up your children either before or after school.  It is too unsafe for 

our children.   

Please also ensure you do not park over driveways or double park when picking up 

and dropping off your child.  This also includes the cul-de-sac in Karamu Place as it 

is not only unsafe for your children but also upsets out neighbours. 

Thank you for you support with this. 



 

12 December 2019 Term 4 Week 9 

School Calendar 
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 Thursday 12 December BoT Meeting 

Monday 16 December 

Year 8 Fun Day 
Last Day of School for Year 8 
Year 8 Final Assembly, 7pm 
Year 7 Summerslide, 1:15pm 

Tuesday 17 December 
Last Day of Term (Year 7 Pupils)  
Year 7 Assembly, 11:30am 
School finishes at 12:15pm 

Our School Calendar may also be viewed via our website www.kirkwood.school.nz 

Homework Club 

Homework Club is held on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00pm – 3:45pm. This is for 

pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service 

provided by the Christchurch City Library. 

Drinks and biscuits will be provided.  
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All outstanding Wellington camp fees need to be paid now. 

The school bank account is: 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees; 

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00; 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname first); 

Reference:  Wellington camp. 

Wellington Camp Payments 
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Term Dates 2020 

Term 1 Mon 3 Feb - Thur 9 Apr Waitangi  Day Thur 6 Feb 

Term 2 Tue 28 Apr - Fri 3 July Teacher Only Fri 7 Feb 

Term 3 Mon 20 July - Fri 25 Sept Easter 
Fri 10, Mon 13 & 

Tue 14 Apr 

Term 4 Mon 12 Oct - Wed 16 Dec Anzac Day Mon 27 Apr 

  Queen’s Birthday Mon 1 June 

  Labour Day Mon 26 Oct 

  Show Day Fri 13 Nov 
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Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily  

endorse or support any of the services advertised 

The Southern Ballet Theatre’s 2019 Christmas performance - Friday 13 December, 
11:00am - 12 noon at the Isaac Theatre Royal.  For further information please do not 
hesitate to contact their office 379 7219 or email southernballet@xtra.co.nz 

Tots and Teens - Find the latest issue at http://issue1912c.totstoteens.co.nz/  

Parenting Helpline is a non-profit organisation that supports parents in New Zealand  by 
operating a free parenting helpline for parents and caregivers.  This provides personalised, 
practical support and strategies to parents and caregivers on a diverse range  of parenting 
issues and challenges.  The Helpline number is 0800 568 856. 

Warbirds over Wanaka 2020 - All pupils aged 0 - 16 are FREE to attend on Friday 10 
April 2020.  For more information visit  https://www.warbirdsoverwanaka.com/2020-
airshow/schools-programme/  

Win an Element Skate Rail for You and Your School - Buy any Element Complete 
between now and 31 January 2020 to go in the draw to win. 

Adventure Camp for you and your Child - Parenting Place is excited to bring you Tī 
Kōuka – the ultimate adventure weekend for parents and their pre-teens. Over the course 
of a weekend, parents and their 10-12 year olds will be supported to navigate the changing 
landscape of their relationship and the changing landscape of the adolescent years.   For 
more information visit https://youtu.be/JE05UjoCoys  

Winter Wonderland at Alpine Ice - The annual Christmas themed ice skating session 
is being held on Sunday 15 December  for a day long skating session.  All admission 
proceeds will be donated to Cure Kids. 

Act2 Drama Group Presents - Hercules, a fun witty family musical performance 
perfect for all ages.  Book tickets through www.dashtickets.co.nz 

 

NZ Breakers Games - Playing at Horncastle Arean on Friday 20 December & Friday 14 
February.  A 10% discount given with purchasing tickets for both games. 

Sports/Clubs  

Community Notices  

Holiday Programmes/After School  

Elements School Holiday Programmes - A nature based play programme in Cashmere, 
Westmorland, Halswell, Central Christchurch, Marshlands, Rolleston and Ashburton.  
Days filled with team challenges and experiences.  Email 
elementsprogrammes@gmail.com 

Flips and Tumbles -  A new and innovative movement programme incorporating 
tumbling gymnastics, parkour and more!  For holiday programme sessions and more 
information please visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3HlIo-UG8c  

CASPA - Pre Christmas and January Holiday Programmes are now open for 
bookings.  Please book online via caspa.aimyplus.com 

Motivationz Cricket - They are running a pre Christmas holiday programme at St 
Andrew’s College for boys and girls.  Run by Mark Lane, former NZ Crisket General 
Manager Cricket Development.  If you would like to book, please email 
anthony.@motivationz.co.nz with your child’s full name, DOB and contact phone number. 
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