
 

5 September 2019 Term 3  Week 7 

Welcome to this edition of our school newsletter. I think we have 

been very lucky with the weather so far this term. Hopefully we 

can enjoy a pleasant countdown to our next set of holidays. 

I was recently reading an article about what helps children to 

succeed at school and in daily life. The writers suggested that 

one of the most important things we can teach our children is self 

control. This is certainly obvious at our school. Children who are 

able to manage their own behaviour, their interactions with other 

children and adults tend to be settled, have more friends, and be 

generally happier at school. This, I am sure, is reflected in their 

academic achievements overall. I think there is always time to 

develop this important skill – if any of you would like help or 

advice, please feel welcome to contact our School Counsellor, 

Sue Molloy – I am sure she would be only too happy to support 

families. 

Another article I was reading was discussing screen time, e-

games and the like. I was not surprised, disappointed perhaps 

but certainly not surprised, to hear that children as young as four 

years old are able to access R18 rated games such as Grand 

Theft Auto. I was also not surprised to hear that the number of 

children missing school because they are too tired to get up after 

gaming all night is increasing. We have a fair amount of negative 

effects at school through the use of social media and also 

gaming. The fact that the control of these areas is well outside 

the influence of school needs to shared with all in our community, 

in the hope that parents will recognise the dangers inherent in 

their use. 

However, we also have a great group of children who continue to 

impress us with their efforts. This term we will celebrate some of 

these through our Blues assembly. Blues are awarded through a 

set of criteria listed on our web page – please feel welcome to 

read through these and if you have any questions to contact the 

school. 
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Homework Club 

Homework Club is held on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00pm – 3:45pm.This is for 

pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service 

provided by the Christchurch City Library. 

Drinks and biscuits will be provided.  
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Next Tuesday we will be inviting those students who have enrolled 

for 2020 (except those from Ilam who have already had their visit) 

to visit our school for the morning and experience our school first 

hand. If you know of someone who has not yet enrolled but would 

like to attend this event, please encourage them to contact the 

school office for more information. 

I hope you and your family are continuing to enjoy your 

association with our school. Please remember to ask if you should 

have any queries. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Phil Tappenden 
Principal 

Please note, the Quiz Night has been postponed.  More details will follow. 

PTA Quiz Night 
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Mufti Day - SPCA 

On Friday 30 August, we held a Mufti Day 

to raise money to support the Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(SPCA).   

 

We had a representative from the SPCA 

come to our assembly to thank the pupils 

and show us one of the dogs that has been 

in their care. 

 

Thank you for your contribution, together as 

a school we were able to raise $338. 

Engineer Problem Solve Innovate (EPro 8) is a science and engineering 

competition.  It is designed to give students a fun and rewarding introduction to 

team work as they work on a variety of engineering based challenges.  

There are many different choices of components - electrical, levers, gears, 

pulleys, batteries and mathematical calculations are involved.  It also  promotes 

engineering as a career.   

We had 10 participants in a variety of roles.  The team that won first place in the 

first round was:  Frank, Carsyn, Phong and Manthan.  They each received a 

certificate and group trophy. 

EPro8 
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HPV Vaccinations 

The second HPV vaccination will be happening this Tuesday 10 September for the 

Year 8 pupils who have already been given their first vaccination at school earlier 

this year. H
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Hockey Tournament 

A number of pupils were selected to represent Kirkwood Intermediate at the 

Hockey Tournament on Tuesday 20 August.    

 

This event was held at Nunweek Park.  The team only lost one pool match 

and came in sixth overall.   

Well done! 
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Homestay’s Needed 

We are currently looking for homestay families to host our international 
students who are coming in Term 4 and next year, 2020. 

 

For those interested please contact Alison Xie, our International Coordinator.  
Alison will give you  Homestay Application forms along with a Police Vetting 
form.  These need to be filled out and delivered to the school office. 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Alison Xie on  

03 3487718. 
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Year 8 Wellington Trip  

As full payment needs to be paid by the end of Term 3 it is strongly advised 

that a regular automatic payment be set up for the balance of the amount. 

  

The school bank account is: 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees; 

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00; 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname first); 

Reference:  Wellington camp. 

Camp dates are as follows: 

           Tuesday 15 –  Friday 18 October   Rooms 9 & 11 

           Tuesday 22 –  Friday 25 October    Rooms 6 & 12 

           Tuesday 11 –  Friday 14 November   Rooms 1 & 3 

Scholastic Book Club 

Orders are due by Tuesday 17 September. 

Please post your orders in the office slot. 
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Tūranga & Margaret Mahy Playground  
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Tūranga was an amazing experience! Big floors, with big information. We had the 
wonderful staff telling us about the things we could read, watch, listen to, and 
discuss.  

 

We were split up into three groups, pink, green, and blue. We walked on stairs that 
felt like they were right out of Harry Potter, and were told about all the different 
types of books we could read. One staff member even showed us the 3D printing 
machine!  

 

My friends and I went up the elevators, borrowed some interesting books, and 
were recommended books to read. I learned more about my Māori culture by 
looking at some Te Reo Māori books. It was a pretty fun time.  

 

We then walked to the Margret Mahy playground so we could burn off some 
energy. I tripped over, slipped over, and got some epic bruises when I went down 
the massive silver slide. I felt queezy when I was on an egg chair that I was 
continuously spinning on. 

 

When we walked back we saw a lot of lime scooters on the way before catching 
the bus. 

 

Abby  



 

5 September 2019 Term 3 Week 7 

Basketball: Week 7 

Games  are held at either Wharenui Gym, located on the corner of Matipo and 

Elizabeth Street, or the Middleton Grange gyms located down Suva Street.  

Court 1 – old gym, court 2 – new gym.  

A Grade (Boys’) 4:00pm, Middleton Grange, Court 2 - Kirkwood A vs STAC Girls 

(1st/2nd)  

No games this week for Kirkwood White, Kirkwood Green and Kirkwood Girls’. S
P
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For the last five weeks of Term 3 our school is fortunate to have teacher interns 

from the New Zealand Institute of Sport (NZIS) run PE sessions throughout the 

week. Each session runs for an hour and the NZIS are offering four different sport 

stations; basketball, netball, cricket and rugby. Pupils are remaining in the same 

sport for the five weeks so that they can really get stuck in to learning the different 

skills, techniques and rules of that sport.  

The session involves a mixture of warm-ups, drills and games. The NZIS interns 

are an amazing resource and their sessions are fun and educational.  

New Zealand Institute of Sport  

X Factor– Talent Show Tryouts 

Do you have a special talent? Come on in and show us at the Kirkwood  X factor. 

 

Try outs are happening during Week 8, on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in 

the hall from 1:15 pm - 1:50pm.  

 

Pease come see Mrs Climo if you haven't already signed up. Look forward 

to seeing you there!  
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Art Gallery visit - Room 8 

On Thursday 15 August, Room 8 went to Christchurch Art Gallery. We had a tour 

around Bill Hammond’s Painting Exhibition area, learnt about some of his painting 

techniques and some background stories of his art. When we finished our tour we 

headed into the education room and we created our own version of Bill Hammond’s 

art. We used teal (green dye), black paint and bird like silhouette patterns.  

 

The educators at the art gallery were very kind and patient with us. We all enjoyed 

the experience. It was a great trip. 

 

-Safiyya   
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School Bank Details 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 

Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 

For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities 

during the year, please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box 

saying that you are paying via the internet.  Thank you 
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Please can you emphasize to your children how important it is to cross 

Riccarton Road at the pedestrian crossing by Wharenui Road. 

 

If you are dropping your child off opposite the school, they must walk down the 

road to this crossing.  Please do not help them to cross opposite the school. 

 

Thank you for you support with this. 

Crossing Riccarton Road  
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School Cell Phone 

For texting absentees only please. 

027 4163414. 

(Please note – we do not reply.) 

  

If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 348 7718.  

If you text or email, we may not read the message in time. 

 

Please note that it is a Ministry requirement to have a reason for absence so please 

ensure you let the office know. 

Thank you. 
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Please ensure you do not drive up the school driveway (front & back entrances) to 

drop off or pick up your children either before or after school.  It is too unsafe for 

our children.   

Please also ensure you do not park over driveways or double park when picking up 

and dropping off your child.  This also includes the cul-de-sac in Karamu Place as it 

is not only unsafe for your children but also upsets out neighbours. 

Thank you for you support with this. 
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School Calendar 
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Thursday 5 September BoT Meeting 

Monday 9 September 
New Zealand Institute of Sport, Rooms 1,3 & 6 
Talent Show Auditions 

Tuesday 10 September 

HPV Vaccinations - Year 8 
New Zealand Institute of Sport, Rooms 9,11 & 12 
Kirkwood Kid for a Morning 
Talent Show Auditions 

Wednesday 11 September Talent Show Auditions 

Friday 13 September Speed Date an Author 

Monday 16 September New Zealand Institute of Sport, Rooms 1,3 & 6 

Tuesday 17 September New Zealand Institute of Sport, Rooms 9,11 & 12 

Wednesday 25 September Loud Shirt Mufti Day 

Thursday 26 September Blues Assembly 

Friday 27 September Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 14 October First Day of Term 4 

Tuesday 15 October Year 8 Wellington Camp, Rooms 9 & 11 

Tuesday 22 October Year 8 Wellington Camp, Rooms 6 & 12 

Thursday 24 October BoT Meeting 

Monday 28 October Labour Day - School closed 

Tuesday 29 October Science Road Show 

Wednesday 30 October Kirkwood Athletics 

Monday 11 November Year 8 Wellington Camp, Rooms 1 & 3 

Our School Calendar may also be viewed via our website www.kirkwood.school.nz 
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Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily  

endorse or support any of the services advertised 

Hanmer Springs Art School - 20 September -  13 October.  Theatre make up, tuffet 
footstools, writing & illustrating kids books, upholstery, circus & dance and soap making.  
For more information see www.musicandarts.co.nz/events  

Parenting Week - Helping whanau to flourish.  Strategies to help your family through 
the difficult times and enjoy being together.  Speakers are Mike King, Dr Sue Bagshaw, 
Pio Terei, Jenny Hale and more!  This is held from 9 -  19 September.  Tickets can be 
purchased at www.dashtickets.co.nz/tour/1019 

The Breeze Walking Festival - Happening between 28 September - 13 October 2019.  
The opening weekend sees the return of the popular feature walk 'Dogs Day Out' that 

begins with a guided scenic walk in the red zone, free micro chipping for 
Christchurch registered dogs, and lots of treats for dog lovers of all ages!  Pick up 
a copy of the festival booklet from your local library. 

Countdown - Under 16’s will not be able to buy energy drinks from Countdown 
stores from Monday 2 September . 

Cancer Society Movie Fundraiser - A movie for families held on Friday 20 
September, 5 - 7pm at Christchurch Boys’ High School - a donation on entry 
(minimum gold coin) 

What Now Audience Opportunity - Families are invited to be a part of What 
Now’s live audience.  As space is limited, they work on a ‘first in best dressed’ 
approach.  To register, please click on the following link www.whatnow.tv/bonus/
audience. 

Christchurch Zombie Invasion - Saturday 7 September at a secret location for 
all 10 - 13 year olds from 4:30pm - 9:30pm.  Please register online at 
www.youthtown.org.nz (Christchurch page) or phone (03) 381 3245. 

Helen O’Grady Drama Academy - Held at Merrin School.  For more information 
please contact 0800 161131 or visit www.helenogrady.co.nz 

Selwyn Athletic Club - Registration and Info day on Sunday 15 September at Brookside 
Park, Rolleston from 10am - 12 noon.  For more information please email 
selwyn.athletics@gmail.com 

Christchurch Avon Athletic Club - Registration Day on Monday 14 October at the 
Christchurch Avon Club Rooms (Burnside High School) between 5:00pm - 6:30pm.  For 
further information email marilynmorrison52@gmail.com 

Primary Hockey Summer Starter Skills - Small groups coached by the Canterbury 
Barracudas Women’s Team, including two experienced goalkeepers. Happening on 7 
September 9:30am - 1:00pm at Nunweek Turf.  Cost is $50 per person. 

 

Sports/Clubs  

Community Notices  

Holiday Programmes/After School  

Antarctic Centre - Holiday programmes, Penguin Keeper or Husky Musher now open for 
registrations for the October holidays.  Visit www.iceberg.co.nz for more information or to 
book. 


