
 

 25 June 2020 Term 2 Week 11 

Welcome to this last newsletter for Term 2. To say this has been an 

unusual term would be an understatement, but things are looking better 

for the rest of the year. School will close for the mid-year break at 

2:55pm on Friday 3 July and reopen at the usual time on Monday 20 

July. I hope that everyone has some time together with family and has 

the opportunity to enjoy our beautiful country. 

 

Mid-year reports will be given to parents at the end of Week 1 Term 3 

(Friday 24 July). These reports focus exclusively on Reading, Writing 

and Mathematics. They should be seen as a starter for discussion at the 

Teacher - Parent - Child Interviews scheduled for the following week. 

 

This year we will be putting an option in for families to request an on-line 

meeting, using Google Hangouts. Please know that these will need to be 

limited to 15 minutes, just as the face-to-face interviews are. We really 

enjoy the opportunity to talk with families, particularly when the child is 

involved and hope that you will all be able to make a time. 

 

School sport begins next term. I hope your children have discussed their 

options with you and that you may be able to find some time to watch 

them participate. If you are available to help with a team, I know this 

would be appreciated – please just let the school know. 

 

One of the current issues affecting schools at the moment is the use of 

social media, especially through devices such as cell phones. I do 

understand that many parents choose to give their children devices that 

can not only call and text, but can also be used as high quality cameras 

(often including video), and can also access various forms of social 

media. I would love to be able to say that our children are different from 

the rest of the world and only use their devices for good things, but I 
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Staying Safe 
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would be wrong. We have had instances of on-line bullying, of sexting, of 

racial and homophobic harassment, and of just general misuse and abuse. 

This has lead to fighting, to verbal and physical abuse and really sits beyond 

what normal society would expect. There is one really effective solution to 

this and it starts at home. If you allow your child to access this technology 

you need to assume responsibility for the safe use of said technology. You 

should be “friends” with full access to the sites your child is accessing. You 

should take the time to read what is being written on these sites – I will give 

you a warning, some of it is really objectionable – and you should be talking 

with your child about their behaviour, both on-line and in person. We have at 

school a number of copies of a wonderful book by John Parsons, written for 

adults about on-line issues. It is pretty hard hitting but could be a good first 

step if you are unsure where to start. Please remember that we are here to 

help if we can. Your help working with your children on this would certainly 

improve our school atmosphere, and help set our children up to be 

responsible users of technology in the future. 

 

Looking ahead to Term 3, can I please suggest to our Year 8 parents that 

you check when high school enrolments are due, particularly if you are 

applying “out of zone”. High schools are really strict about this. Also, if you 

know anyone who may be thinking of coming to Kirkwood next year, please 

encourage them to get in touch with the office for a time to have a look 

around – thanks for your help promoting our school. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

Phil Tappenden 

Principal 

Please speak to your child about staying safe on the way to and from 

school and to remind your child of the stranger danger rules, and that when 

they are walking to and from school to walk in pairs or groups whenever 

possible.   



 

25 June 2020 Term 2 Week 11 

Technology Challenge  

I made a Lego Maze during lockdown for the technology challenge.  

You can’t see most of the maze so you have to find your way around which 

makes it tricky. It was really fun to make and all my family had a go. 

First I put up the walls and then I built a smooth floor so the marble can roll 

quicker and easier. And then I put on the roof but left some gaps to make it 

interesting. 

From Sarah, Room 12 
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I have finished the Game and Toy challenge. I have made a Lego marble 

run which took quite a long time as it was very easy to break so I had to 

add lots of stabilisers to hold it together.  

I really enjoyed making it and it was fun to see it working in the finish. 

William, Room 6 
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Class Activities – Room 3 
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Technology Challenge  

Alex J made ‘The Christchurch Monopoly Game’ during lockdown.  You 

can view the slides in a larger scale by clicking on the following link  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IK-cbYzcrSgFO-

3ZrqzpSG29FdjWrELJHQE9mdmP8HM/edit?ts=5ea8d160#slide=id.p1  
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For three weeks, Mr Saisho has joined Room 3 

for a teaching placement. During this time we 

have been very lucky to have some hockey 

lessons with him, although he usually plays ice 

hockey! We learnt how to weave through objects 

while controlling the ball and also move away 

from the opposition. 

We also had Mr Saisho’s help with our Health 

lessons about the bones in our body. Our 

favourite activity was placing the bones on one 

of our classmates to create a skeleton. It was 

interesting to see how much difference there was 

if you had your femur and humerus in the wrong 

place!  

We are lucky to have Mr Saisho returning near 

the end of Term Three and we can’t wait to see 

what else we will learn. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IK-cbYzcrSgFO-3ZrqzpSG29FdjWrELJHQE9mdmP8HM/edit?ts=5ea8d160#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IK-cbYzcrSgFO-3ZrqzpSG29FdjWrELJHQE9mdmP8HM/edit?ts=5ea8d160#slide=id.p1
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Sports Trials 

It is wonderful to have sports back under way at Kirkwood! 

Over the past few weeks there have been a range of different sports 

opportunities to trial for in order to compete in our Tuesday/Ratu Weekly 

Sport teams. There were also some trials for the Korfball Tournament 

happening next wiki.  

Good luck to all those that trial and well done for giving it a go! 
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Hard Materials - Mr Erickson 

Last week Jordan and Casey caught up with Mr Erickson to find out more 

about Hard Materials: Wood Technology.  

Q: What things are planned for Year 7 technology in Hard Materials: Wood 

Technology? 

A: There are a range of things planned that represent Past, Present and 

Future. One thing I like to do is encourage the students to find pictures and 

be creative with them to decorate handmade boxes. 

Q: What is your favourite object or what object you are most proud of and 

why? 

A: I enjoy how Māori culture has some incredible artworks, it is great to 

share a bit of New Zealand history. 

Q: Some of the techniques are very tricky, how can we practice at home? 

A: You only need a simple tool box that has a ruler, tri-square and basic 

tools. It’s good to practice how to use measuring tools such as a measuring 

tape. 

Q: How did you come to teach Hard Materials: Wood Technology? 

A: I have a passion for building things, not just using wood but also 

motorbikes. Model making and restoring are some my favourite things also 

the NZR - New Zealand Railway. 

 

Room 2 and Room 3 have completed our rotation with Mr Erickson. We 

have enjoyed working with Mr Erickson, it has been challenging to create 

an original design for our mahi and the jigsaw is definitely one of the 

coolest machines to use. 

Kia ora Mr Erickson! 
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Teacher - Parent - Child Interviews 

July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Re:  TEACHER-PARENT-CHILD INTERVIEWS 
Monday 27 July  3:15 pm – 7:30pm and  
Tuesday 28 July   3:15pm – 7:30pm  
 
Bookings open from Friday 26 June at 10:00am 
      
To book your interview, please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz, and enter 
the event code x4tw2 Then follow these three simple steps: 
 
 

Enter your name, your child's name, and your email address. If 
you need to book for more than one child, change the “Book for 
x students” setting, and enter your other child’s name. 
 
On the next page, pick the room number. 
 
 
Then you will see a timetable for that room. Simply click on the 
times that suit you. 
 

When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. 
Please note that you can return to the site and enter the event code x4tw2 
again to change or cancel your interview time. 
 
Interviews are also available with Technology straight after school on these 
days.  If full, please contact the school office.  If you would like to meet with 
myself, please ring the office. 
 
If you do not have internet access, please call the school office  
(phone 348 7718) and we will be able to make a booking for you.  
Please note that the office will be closed during the holidays. 
 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  will be CLOSED at 10.30am Monday 27 July 
to allow timetables to be printed for the teachers, so please contact the 
office if you need to change your appointment or cancel.  
 
If you prefer to have an online interview, please contact your 
classroom teacher and arrange a mutually convenient time. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Phil Tappenden 
Principal 
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http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
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School Photographs 

School photographs are able to be ordered on an online 

ordering system.   

Instructions on how to place an order will be coming out 

shortly. 
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Daily Notices 

Daily Student Notices may be viewed on our website  

http://kirkwood.school.nz/category/daily-notices/  

Homework Club 

Homework Club is held on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

This is for pupils to do homework, research and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a 

service provided by the Christchurch City Library. 

Drinks and biscuits will be provided.  
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Year 8 Wellington Trip 
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 It is strongly advised that a regular automatic payment be set up for the balance of 

the amount.  The school bank account is: 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees; 

Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00; 

Particulars:  Child’s name (surname first); 

Reference:  Wellington camp. 

http://kirkwood.school.nz/category/daily-notices/
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Support Kirkwood Intermediate PTA! 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 

• 2 months extra Membership FREE on Single & Multi City Memberships 

• Buy today and you have 3 months to activate your Membership 

20% off you Membership sale goes directly to Kirkwood Intermediate PTA 

Buy now 

There are no longer books available; they are all digital: 

Entertainment Fundraiser  
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Single City $69.99 1 Year 
Discover all the best savings in your 

city 

Multi City $199.99 1 Year 
Enjoy savings across all of Australia, 

New Zealand and Bali 

Multi Plus $229.99 2 Years 
2 years of savings across Australia, 

New Zealand and Bali  

School Cell Phone 
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For texting absentees only please. 

027 4163414. 

(Please note – we do not reply.) 

If you have an urgent or important message that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 348 7718.  

If you text or email, we may not read the message in time. 

Please note that it is a Ministry requirement to have a reason for absence so please 

ensure you let the office know. 

Thank you. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/134158y
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School Calendar 
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Thursday 25 June 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

Otago Problem Solving  

Thursday 2 July Cross Country, 11am start 

Friday 3 July Last day of Term 2 

Monday 20 July First day of Term 3  

Tuesday 21 July Tuesday Sport Begins 

Thursday 23 July Otago Problem Solving 

Monday 27 July Teacher - Parent - Child Interviews 

Tuesday 28 July Teacher - Parent - Child Interviews 

Wednesday 29 July Aerobics Hip Hop Competition 

Friday 7 August Teacher Only Day 

Wednesday 12 August 
Canterbury Cross Country 

Year 7 Police Visit 

Monday 17 August CAIMS Indoor Tournament 

Tuesday 18 August 
CAIMS Indoor Tournament (No Tuesday 

Sport today) 

Thursday 20 August  Otago Problem Solving 

Our School Calendar may also be viewed via our website www.kirkwood.school.nz 
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HIGHSCHOOL OPEN DAYS 

Please view the High School websites of those you are interested in for updated 

information.  

Rolleston College - Are now accepting in zone enrolments for 2021. 

Shirley Boys’ High - Open Night is cancelled, please look on their website for a 

virtual tour.  2021 enrolments are open and can be submitted through their online 

enrolment form. 

Riccarton High - For all information regarding Year 9 enrolments please click on 

the following link:                                                                                             

https://hail.to/riccarton-high-school/article/ySWGAZr      

Lincoln High School - Virtual Open Day (speeches and a video tour) can be 

found at the following link:                                              

http://www.lincoln.school.nz/home/open-day/   

 

Keep up to date on the New Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Ministry of Health 

website www.health.govt.nz/coronavirus, Check Safe Travel website before 

planning overseas travel www.safetravel.govt.nz, Free health advice—call 

Healthline: General health advice: 0800 611 116, COVID-19 health advice: 0800 

358 5453. Click here for COVID-19 info for carers. 

 

Mega Air - Mega Air Trampoline Arena is now open.  You can purchase tickets at 

the door or online 

KidsFest - Tickets are now available!  There will be no booklet this year, all 

activities will be listed on the KidsFest website.  Please visit www.kidsfest.co.nz. 

Volunteer Street Collectors Needed - The funds will support our communities 

to overcome violence and the effects of COVID - 19 and lockdown.  For more 

information please visit community@avivafamilies.org.nz or contact 027 3421210 
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Community Notices 

https://hail.to/riccarton-high-school/article/ySWGAZr
http://www.lincoln.school.nz/home/open-day
http://www.health.govt.nz/coronavirus
http://www.safetravel.govt.nz
http://carers.net.nz/coronavirus-information/kirkwood.d2g.com/DomUsers/Users/TraceyPurdie/Application%20Data
http://www.kidsfest.co.nz
mailto:community@avivafamilies.org.nz
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Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily  

endorse or support any of the services advertised 

Swish Netball - Working towards building a netball community, with a focus on 

support, motivation, accountability and developing the fundamentals.  The 21 

online modules contain mindset development, skills/drills/fitness & shooting.  To 

join or for more information visit www.swishnetball.com 

Merivale Papanui RFC - Online registrations still open at www.merivalepap.co.nz 

Selwyn Athletic AGM - Being held on Tuesday 30 June at 7:00pm at the 

Rolleston Men’s Shed.  All interested parties are welcome to attend. 

Sports/Clubs  

Holiday Programmes  

Elements Nature Based Play - There will be a variety of multi-day programmes 

these July holidays.  Please email elementsprogrammes@gmail.com for more 

information. 

Talk Together Social Skills & Anxiety Management Groups - School holiday 

programmes either online or meeting in Rangiora.  To reserve a space, please visit 

zfrmz.com/AhEPYUF1zKRN2T9ML7X2   

CASPA Creative  Programmes - After school & holiday programmes designed to 

be fun & educational.  To book online visit: caspa.org.nz 
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http://www.swishnetball.com
mailto:elementsprogrammes@gmail.com
zfrmz.com/AhEPYUF1zKRN2T9ML7X2
caspa.org.nz

