
 

 

 

School Newsletter                              Term 3 Week 7 2015 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Welcome to this edition of the school 
newsletter.  The first day of Spring has been 
and gone – hopefully signalling improved 
weather.  It is good that the days are getting a 
little longer, making it safer for our children 
coming to school. Before we know it, I think 
the next holidays will be upon us, and after 
that the excitement of the Year 8 camps. I 
know the Year 8’s are really looking forward 
to this experience. 
 
As part of our succession planning the Board 
of Trustees has co-opted two new members. 
Their profiles are included in this newsletter. 
We are really pleased to welcome both Kate 
and Peter to our Board and value the skill and 
talent they bring with them. 
 
You may also have noticed a new voice on 
our phone.  Recently Kerian Gill, our long 
serving school secretary and Board secretary 
retired from our school.  Kerian has been a 
part of Kirkwood for around 10 years and has 
had a big hand in how our school has 
developed.  She will be missed for her hard 
work, her active support and promotion of our 
school, and her sense of humour.  We have 
been fortunate in being able to promote  
Lea-Ann Dow to this role.  Lea-Ann has all 
the skills necessary for this role and will, I am 
sure, continue to be a real asset to Kirkwood. 
To replace Lea-Ann we have employed Mrs 
Tracey Purdie.  Tracey has a range of skills 
and experience that will enhance our 
administration department and we welcome 
her to Kirkwood. 

 
                                                                                                
 
Also this week we are interviewing for a new 
Foods Technology teacher, hopefully to start 
at the beginning of next term.  Since Mrs 
Haselden left we have been well served by 
Rose Hindson and Shalom Weston who have 
been a real help to us – I would like to thank 
them for their hard work. 
 
Our next PTA meeting is scheduled to be 
held next Wednesday 9 September at 7:30pm 
in the staff room.  All interested families and 
friends of the school are welcome to attend. 
The next Board meeting is Monday 21 
September– again all are welcome to attend. 
 
I hope your child is enjoying his or her time 
with us, and is making the most of the 
opportunities available at Kirkwood – please 
remember we are here to work with you and 
your child. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
Phil Tappenden 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Camp Information Evening 
 
Monday 14 September at 5pm in Room 3  
 
If you have any questions please come along 
or contact your child’s classroom teacher via 
email if you are unable to make it. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  

Year 8 Camp Information Evening 
 
On Monday 14 September at 5pm there will be 
an information meeting for parents and 
caregivers regarding the Year 8 Wellington 
Camp.  This will be held in Room 3. 
 
The first camp (Room 3) heads up to Wellington 
on Tuesday 13 October, the second day back at 
school after the holidays!  
 
If you have any questions please come along or 
contact your child's class teacher via email if you 
are unable to make it. 
 
We greatly appreciate the payments that have 
been made as this allows us to book events and 
activities on what is a very memorable trip for 
our Year 8 students. 
 
If you still have an outstanding balance, please 
pay this by the end of this term.   
 
Any problems please contact the office. 
 

. Library 
 

Homework Club 
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons 

from 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 
 

This is for pupils to do homework, research and 
to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service 

provided by the Christchurch City Library. 
 

Drink & biscuits will be provided. 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
 

Orders are due by 
Tuesday 15 September 

Please post in the office slot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost Property 
 
There are still many items in our lost property bin.   
 
These items include: 

 Polo fleeces; 

 Lunch boxes; 

 One ski glove; 

 Black ski pants; 

 One black thermal top; and 

 Other items. 

Please come and check when you get a chance.  
 
If the school uniform items are still left unclaimed by the end of this term they will be sold or given to 
those in need.  All other items will be donated to the Salvation Army. 
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School Cell Phone 
 

For texting absentees only please. 
027 4163414. 

(Please note – we do not reply.) 
 

If you have an urgent or important 
message that you want passed to your 
child, please ring the office on 348 7718. 
(If you text or email, we may not read the 

message in time.) 
 

Thank you. 
 

Chess Tournament 
 

There is a Christchurch Kids Chess 
Individuals age group chess tournament 
coming up on Sunday 13 September from 
1:30pm to 4:30pm at the Russley School Hall. 
 
Entry Fee is $10 and you pay on the day.  
 
If you are interested in participating please 
see Ms Anderson for an entry form or 
contact  the organiser: Simon Ward 
Email: simon@sotacommerce.co.nz 
 
 

Policy Reviews 
 
Our Board of Trustees is currently reviewing 
the NAG 1 1105 - 1301 policies. 
 
Please visit our website to view and contact 
the office if you have any comments. 
 
www.kirkwood.school.nz 
 
 
 
 

 

Road Safety 
 
Please can you emphasize to 
your children how important it 
is to cross Riccarton Road at 
the pedestrian crossing by 
Wharenui Road.  If you are 
dropping your child off 
opposite the school, they must 
walk down the road to this 
crossing.  Please do not help 
them to cross opposite the 
school.   

 
Thank you for your support with this.  

Internet Banking 
The school bank details are as follows: 
Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  
Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 
Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 
Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 
For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities during the year, 
please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box saying that you are paying  
via the internet. 
 

School Counsellor 
Available on 

Mondays 11am – 4pm & Wednesdays 1pm – 4pm. 
 

Students can self-refer or be referred by home or school. 
 

Please ring the school office on ph 348 7718 and leave a 
message if you wish to get hold of me and I will get back 

to you as soon as I can. 
 

Regards 
Sue Molloy 

Ph 348 7718 
 
 

mailto:simon@sotacommerce.co.nz


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Te Kaupeka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Te Kaupeka group had the opportunity to perform at the Re:Start Mall for Kids in Town.    
It was a great day enjoyed by all. 

Board of Trustees – New Members 
 
We would like to welcome two members of our school community who have recently 
been co-opted onto the Board of Trustees.   Introductions as follows: 
 

Peter Osbourne   
 
Hi my name is Peter, it is great to join 
the Board here at Kirkwood. 
 
I am a father of 3 and work in IT and 
have enjoyed going on school trips 
with my children where possible. 
 
I have been on a Board of Trustees at 
Primary level and look forward to using 
my skills and learning more to benefit 
Kirkwood. 
 

 

Kate Webb 
 
I am an Independent Business & Marketing 
Consultant who proudly moved to NZ from 
the UK ten years ago together with my 
husband Gary. We have three children: our 
eldest daughter has already reaped the 
benefits of attending Kirkwood; our second 
daughter is currently maximising 
opportunities in Year 7, and our son (who 
started school this year) will no doubt follow 
in their footsteps!  
 
My business and voluntary background 
includes considerable strategic work with 
SMEs, Corporate and Not-For-Profit 
organisations, and as Founder of RISE: a 
nationwide series of regionalised annual 
events for women in business.  
I am a strong advocate for Kirkwood and 
believe we are very fortunate to have a 
dynamic school that offers our children an 
excellent foundation for their transition into 
High School.  
 
 



  

Robotics 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Korfball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Engineers of the Future 
 
The following students represented Kirkwood in the Theatre and Rescue challenges in a 
Robotics competition:  Preston, Rosie, Rachel, Hamish, Riley, Leo, Andrew, Samson & 
Bryn. 
 
Each person in the team has a different role e.g. team manager, structural engineer 
(builder of robots) and the very difficult task of programming (via computer) the robots to 
perform different movements. 
 
Thank you to all of our students and their parents who gave up a whole Sunday to 
participate.   
 
We will continue developing our skills for another competition next term. 

Well done to our first ever Korfball team for their outstanding effort and 
attitude at the competition last week!  It was a great day.   You all 
represented Kirkwood with pride 
 



  

South Island Indoor Tournament 
 

 

. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Volleyball 
 
Last Monday and Tuesday, two teams 
competed at the South Island Indoor 
Tournament. 
.  
There was some tough competition.  On the 
first day both teams did extremely well 
making it into the A grade, both with 5 wins, 1 
draw  and 1 loss. 
 
Tuesday came around with a few difficulties 
causing Miss Simpson to forget her whistle; 
luckily we found one and got there in time. 
The first game on Tuesday was a hard one 
as it was Kirkwood A vs Kirkwood B.  
Kirkwood A took it out with a win.    
 
Overall, Kirkwood B didn’t have a great day 
but did exceptionally well and placed 7

th
 in 

the tournament.  
 
Kirkwood A had a very good day losing only 
2 games and resulting in placing 3

rd
 in the 

tournament.   
 
We were all extremely exhausted but were 
very pleased with where we were placed.  
 
Overall it was a fantastic opportunity to learn 
how to play volleyball and we would like to 
thank Lizzy and Miss Simpson for teaching 
us the skills that we required to do this well at 
the tournament.  
   
Naia, Mia, Lochlan & Anfernee 
 

Table Tennis 
 
Our team was placed in the A Grade group after 
the first day of competition.    
 
On the second day, after many strongly contested 
games, they were placed fourth of the four A 
grade teams.  The battle for third place (and a 
certificate) was lost by only a few points when 
Jonathan and Induwara put up a very good fight 
against Cobham 2.  
 
Danielle and Paige made a remarkable effort in all 
their games despite feeling unwell. 
 
Cassie gathered momentum as the competition 
progressed and became more assertive in her 
playing style producing some very powerful shots.  
 
Levi played competitively in all his games.  He 
was a very good partner for Danielle in the mixed 
doubles. 
 
I feel very pleased with the way all the team 
members co-operated and competed.   On and off 
the court they presented a good image of 
Kirkwood. 
 
And a final mention.   Preston was an awesome 
Team Manager.   He made sure everyone was in 
the right place at the right time.   He was a 
strategist, adviser, supporter and motivator.   He 
did all the paperwork required by the organizers 
and kept the team informed of our current placing. 
His unassuming but dedicated leadership style 
was a pleasure to see.   In every way he was 
thoroughly professional and competent in his role. 
 
Gordon Anderson 
Teacher in Charge 

Badminton 
 
Two teams represented Kirkwood at the South Island Tournament for Badminton. The 
competition was tough and there were many close matches, sometimes won by only one 
point. The teams worked hard and were fierce competitors against five other teams; 
Team One coming 2nd overall.  The students' commitment and sportsmanship shown, 
was to a high standard and they should be proud of what they have achieved.  



  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball 
 

Boys A had an excellent first day, 
winning 4 of the 7 games against the 
top teams in the competition.  Day 
two proved to be tougher being 
seeded with all of the top winners 
from day one. We didn't win a game 
on day two but only missed out by 2-
8 points on each game. The boys 
did an awesome job for the two day 
competition playing 15 min flat out 
games every 30 minutes. They 
proved to themselves and others 
that they can rival any team on the 
day. 
 
Boys B - Kirkwood were only one of 
two teams that entered a second 
team for the tournament. It was a 
tough first day, the boys did well and 
grew from each game with both skill 
and confidence.  Day two looked 
more prosperous being placed in a 
pool with more matched opponents.  
All in all they came away with some 
close games and a win against 
Linwood in the final game of the day. 
 
Both teams did very well and 
represented our school with pride. 
We are so very proud of all of them.  
It was a lot of fun to get out and 
about and play against teams from 
outside of Christchurch.  

Girls’ Basketball Team 
 

Our girls’ team faced a very difficult challenge 
this tournament. Our team was fantastic, 
keen and motivated, but also very 
inexperienced, with half of the team having 
never played basketball before. On the first 
day of the tournament we came up against 
some very difficult teams and did very well to 
nearly win two of our grading games. On the 
second day we were placed in the B grade, 
but still faced some very experienced teams. 
The girls did brilliantly to win games against 
Breens and Ashburton, putting us in 3rd place 
in our grade. The team had an excellent 
attitude throughout the entire tournament and 
this was recognised by the other teams, who 
awarded us the Fair Play award. 
 



  

Message from the Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Facebook Safety 
 

The Facebook safety Centre has more 
resources and tips for young people and 
parents about how to stay safe online. 

 
Please visit www.facebook.com/safety for 

further details. 

Legal Rights for Children  
 
Parents or guardians often ask, at what age can a child stay home 
alone or babysit? 
 
The following information is from the Children’s Commissioner 
website 
http://www.occ.org.nz/childrens-rights-and-advice/legal-rights/ 
 
At what age can a child: 

• stay home alone - it is an offence to leave a child aged under 
14 without reasonable supervision.  Generally the law allows 
parents to leave a young person without supervision from age 
14 - however, leaving a child unsupervised for an unreasonable 
period of time in a way that puts them at risk of harm could be 
considered neglect  

• babysit - from age 14 a young person can babysit for younger 
children but only if they’re capable of providing ‘reasonable 
supervision and care’ 

 
A key word in the laws is the word reasonable.  Supervision after 
school until an older person is home can be an issue for some 
families.  Look to others such as trusted neighbours, extended family, 
after school programmes, church groups, or your son or daughter’s 
school friends who may have older family members home.  People 
can be happy to help if you ask. The pressure of safety and protection 
shouldn’t be put on any young person but is the responsibility of 
carers.  
 
If you are wanting extra help in this area, please contact the school 
and an interest group could be formed if demand is warranted, by 
other parents or guardians to share the load and help one another’s 
families out. 
 
Regards 
Sue Molloy 
School Counsellor 

http://www.facebook.com/safety
http://www.occ.org.nz/childrens-rights-and-advice/legal-rights/


  

 
 
 

Our Term Calendar: 
(you can also refer to our website: www.kirkwood.school.nz) 
 

Thur 3 Sept Mufti Day 

Tues 8 Sept Christchurch  Music Festival Rehearsal 

Wed  9 Sept PTA Meeting 

Thur 10 Sept Des Hunt morning visit 

Tues 15 Sept Koru Games 

Wed 16 Sept Koru Games 

Thur 17 Sept 
Koru Games 
Loud Shirt Mufti Day 

Thur 17 Sept Des Hunt visit – Workshops with Students 

Mon 21 Sept 
Blues Assembly 
BoT Meeting 

Tues 22 Sept CDHB vision & hearing visit 

Tues 22 Sept First Aid – Room 8 

Thur 24 Sept Electronics – Future-in-Tech Year 7 

Fri 25 Sept End of Term 3 

Mon 12 Oct Start of Term 4 

Tues 13 Oct Wellington Camp – Room 3 

Tues  20 Oct Wellington Camp – Rooms 4 & 5 

Wed 28 Oct Christchurch Music Festival – Evening performance 

Mon 26 Oct Labour Day – no school 

Wed 28 Oct Music Festival – Evening performance 

Thur 29 Oct BoT Meeting 

Tues 3 Nov Wellington Camp - Rooms 2 & 6 

Mon 9 Nov Year 8 Botanic Gardens/Victoria Park Trip  

Tues 10 Nov Kirkwood Athletics Day 

Wed 11 Nov Year 8 Botanic Gardens/Victoria Park Trip  

Fri 13 Nov Show Day – no school 

Mon 16 Nov Year 8 Botanic Gardens/Victoria Park Trip  

Wed  18 Nov New Families Evening 

Tues 24 Nov Science Road Show  

Wed 25 Nov Science Road Show  

Tues 1 Dec Community Concert 

Thur 3 Dec BoT Meeting 

Wed 16 Dec Last Day of School 

http://www.kirkwood.school.nz/


  

High School enrolments for 2016 
 
If you have not yet enrolled in a high school for 2016 you may like to visit their  
website for further details or contact the High school you are interested in. 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Christchurch City Council: Various workshops/programmes available . Contact Jacqui Miller,941 5333 or 
email jacqui.miller@ccc.govt.nz or  visit www.ccc.govt.nz/cityleisure/recreationsport/coursesfororganisers.aspx   
 
Science in the Library  - free after school science programme.   For details  visit 
<http://www.sciencealive.co.nz/sites/default/files/Term2%20flyer.pdf> or  contact Science Alive 365-5199 
 
Girls Zone - CCC Libraries Learning Centre’s after school programmes for girls, 10- 13 yr. Extend and expand 
computer and technological skills. 4pm - 5.15pm on Mon at Upper Riccarton Library, ph 941 5140  
 
Horisons Oscar before school programme at Sockburn Oscar  For more info www.horizonsoscar.net.nz. 
 
Neighbourhood Week 2015 - applications are now open!  For info visit: www.ccc.govt.nz 
 
Residents encouraged to give design ideas for a new Community Centre in Riccarton:  For details and 
info please ph 941 8881 or email Joanna.bea@ccc.govt.nz or contact the school office. 
 
Shine – Hillmorton High School showcase of dances & choreography created in 2015.  For information please 
contact Hillmorton High School. 
 
Helen O’Grady Drama Academy – various classes available.  Visit www.helenogrady.co.nz for details. 
 
All Girls Cricket Club – Registrations are open now!  The St Albans Cricket Club will be starting  in October.  
For more information or to register, please email Barry at barry@denver.co.nz. 
 
Keeping our Kids Safe Online - If you would like more information about this topic, visit 

www.kidssafe.co.nz  
 
BigScience Day -  31 October – 10am-4pm - WWW.BIGSCIENCEDAY.CO.NZ  
Science Alive! invites families back into the heart of Christchurch with the BIG SCIENCE DAY - an all-day, 
FREE Science and Technology extravaganza, suitable for families and children of all ages.  
 
ACT2 Drama Group – An invitation to audition for their next production…101 Dalmatians.  For more 
information please email Fay act2dramagroup@gmail.com  
 
Have-A-go Archery Sessions – Bookings essential as numbers are limited.  For more information visit 
www.ggw-archery.weebly.com  
 

Holiday Programmes 

Air Force Museum – September/October Holiday Programme -  Bookings available ‘Battle for Wigram’ is 
starting 28 September until 9 October.  The OSCAR endorsed programme is about ‘re-capturing the Wigram 
base through a series of unique daily challenges and missions.  There are also games, craft and unique 
activities on offer.  For details ph 343 9504 or email programmes@airforcemuseum.co.nz 
 
CASPA after School Holiday Programme  Ph 349 9260, email info@caspa.org.nz, www.caspa.org.nz 
 
Free CPIT Holiday Programmes – You must pre-register at the provided links.  Numbers are limited, so be in 
quick! 
Computing course for Year 7 & 8 girls – 30

th
 Sept & 1

st
 Oct, 9am – 4.30pm, Madras St Campus. 

http://www.cpit.ac.nz/explore-cpit/information-for-parents-and-advisors/holiday-workshops/it-grls 
VEX IQ Robotics Bootcamp for Year 7 & 8s – 5-6 October, 8.45am – 3pm, Madras St Campus. 
http://www.cpit.ac.nz/explore-cpit/information-for-parents-and-advisors/holiday-workshops/vex-iq-robotics-
bootcamp# 
Girls Rock Trades Workshop for Year 9-11 girls – 28-30 September, 9am-3pm, Ensors Road Campus. 
http://www.cpit.ac.nz/explore-cpit/information-for-parents-and-advisors/holiday-workshops/girls-rock-trades# 
 
Elwing Discoveries Holiday Adventure Voyage at Stewart Island – Boating education, kayaking, sailing, 
snorkelling etc.  This adventure is taking place 5 – 9

th
 October.  For more information visit www.elwing.co.nz. 

 

mailto:jacqui.miller@ccc.govt.nz
http://www.ccc.govt.nz/cityleisure/recreationsport/coursesfororganisers.aspx
http://www.sciencealive.co.nz/sites/default/files/Term2%20flyer.pdf
http://www.horizonsoscar.net.nz/
http://www.ccc.govt.nz/
mailto:Joanna.bea@ccc.govt.nz
http://www.helenogrady.co.nz/
mailto:barry@denver.co.nz
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Sports/Clubs 

Action Indoor Sports – For competition details visit www.actionindoorsports.com 
 
Sport Canterbury – Action packed programmes with exciting  activities and awesome excursions open for 
bookings now!  Visit their website for full details:  
http://www.sportcanterbury.org.nz/new-zealand/holiday-programmes/] 
 
Touch Canterbury Junior Modules -  For further information and registration forms please contact Shelly 
Johnstone: admin@touchcanterbury.co.nz or 323 6102 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily endorse or support any 
of the services advertised 
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