
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

School Newsletter                              Term 1 Week 3  2016 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Welcome to this edition of our school 
newsletter.  The first three weeks seem to have 
gone by so quickly! It is good to walk around 
the school and see the children feeling much 
more comfortable and at home. The Year 8 
children are well settled and many have applied 
for the leadership positions we have available. 
Not all can be successful but that’s life – putting 
your name forward is a positive step and our 
advice to all is to keep trying. Our Year 7 
children either have been on camp, are on 
camp, or are preparing to go on camp. I would 
like to thank all the parents who have been able 
to offer help with this – without your support we 
could not offer these opportunities. Thanks too, 
to the teaching staff who give up so much to 
ensure these opportunities can happen in a 
safe and manageable way. 
 
Next Tuesday we will hold our Board of 
Trustees meeting in the staff room from 
5:15pm. On Wednesday we will hold our PTA 
Annual Meeting at 7:00pm followed by our first 
meeting at 7:30pm. It would be great to see lots 
of parents coming forward to support the 
school. Please feel welcome to contact the 
school for more details. 
 
On Tuesday I attended two meetings at the 
Ministry of Education office in Wellington. The 
meetings were based on On-line Safety, and 
Bullying Prevention.  As part of the advisory 
group reporting to the Ministry it was interesting 
to see what is being done in these areas.  
On-line safety is an area that can cause 
considerable concern. One of the best 
suggestions I have heard about home 
computing is that all internet access is carried 
out in a public place – like the kitchen or lounge 
– and that parents have a list of all passwords 

and check their children’s accounts regularly. 
Also, I think asking children what they use their 
devices for and why they need to can lead to 
interesting conversations. The digital world is 
one where we all, but particularly children, need 
to carefully consider what we do before we do 
it. I am hoping that later this year we can 
arrange a public meeting where we get an 
expert in the field to come and talk about this to 
interested parents. 
 
In the last newsletter there was an opportunity 
to learn more about a proposed trip to China 
and Korea later this year. If you would like to 
know more, please email the office, fill in the 
form enclosed with this newsletter or ask your 
child to collect a paper form from the office and 
return it to school soon. I am hoping to hold a 
meeting in March to explain more about this 
opportunity. 
 
I hope that your child, and you, feel a part of the 
Kirkwood community. Please know we are 
always willing to talk about any questions you 
may have, and to work towards ensuring your 
children have the best opportunities available to 
them. Thank you for your support of our school. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 

 
 
 
Phil Tappenden 
Principal 
 
 

 

 



 

 

School Class Photos 
will be taken 

 

Wednesday 2 March & 
Room 12 only will be on  
Wednesday 16 March 

 
Mark this in your diary now so you don’t forget! 
Please make sure correct school uniform is 
worn on this day. 
Photo order envelopes need to be in by this 
day. 

Road Safety 
Please can you emphasize to 
your children how important it is 
to cross Riccarton Road at the 
pedestrian crossing by Wharenui 
Road.   
If you are dropping your child off 
opposite the school, they must 
walk down the road to this 

crossing.  Please do not help them to cross 
opposite the school.   
Thank you for your support with this.  

School Cell Phone 
 

For texting absentees only please. 
027 4163414.   

(Please note – we do not reply.) 
 

If you have an urgent or important message 
that you want passed to your child, 

please ring the office on 348 7718.  
 (If you text or email, we may not read the 

message in time.) 
 

Thanks. 
 

School Canteen 
 

 
There is a copy in 
each classroom and 
you can view one on 
our website  

 
 

http://kirkwood.school.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2010/09/2016-Canteen-

Lunch-Menu.pdf 
 

Homework Club 
 
 

This is held on 
 Tuesday & Thursday afternoons  

from 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 
This is for pupils to do homework, research and 

to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service 
provided by the Christchurch City Library. 

 
Drink & biscuits will be provided. 

 
 

Website Photos 
As stated on the enrolment form that you 
have all filled out – “Occasionally the school 
takes photographs of students to record 
activities within the school for their school 
work, newsletter, social media or school 
website.  It is the school’s policy that any 
photos for publication are either positive 
depictions of the children or the photographs 
are taken in such a way to avoid 
identification.  Please advise the school if 
you have any concerns about publication of 
your child’s photos.” 
 
Could you please let the office know in 
writing if you DO NOT want your child’s 
photo to be used as above. 

Internet Banking 
The school bank details are as follows: 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  
Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 
Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 
Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 

For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities during the 
year,please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box saying that you are 

paying via the internet. 

http://kirkwood.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/2016-Canteen-Lunch-Menu.pdf
http://kirkwood.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/2016-Canteen-Lunch-Menu.pdf
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Homestay Families Required 
 
We require homestay families for female 
Japanese students who will be attending at 
Kirkwood Intermediate from 21 March to 5 
April 2016. 
 
If you would like further information and an 
Application Form please email Sonya Song  
sonyasong@kirkwood.school.nz or phone 
the office on ph 348 7718 

School Blues Awards 
 
Kirkwood Intermediate School values and 
encourages personal excellence which has 
resulted in the establishment of our ‘Blues’ 
system.  
 
There are quite strict criteria for receiving a 
Blue and this can be viewed on our website 
www.kirkwood.school.nz.    .  
 
All of you can achieve a Blue in your time 
here at Kirkwood if you are dedicated, 
committed and enthusiastic.   Good luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 
Please ensure you do not drive up the 
school driveway (front & back entrances) to 
drop off or pick up your children either 
before or after school.  It is too unsafe for 
our children. 
 

Thank you 

Chess Club 
 
The school Chess Club is  
up and running during  
lunch time and interval. 
 

Science Extension Opportunities 
 
At Kirkwood we offer a range of activities 
with a Science based focus.  
 
We are a part of the Science Award Trust 
and have a Science Badge program. 
This program is designed to promote 
students' interest and participation in a 
series of science activities.  The program 
covers Years 7-10 at a National Science 
Curriculum Level. 
 
There are 29 different topics to explore 
and students have the freedom to select 
one they are interested in.  Activities are 
designed to be completed independently 
at home.  Activities can be checked off by 
the classroom teacher and then handed 
onto the Science Co-ordinator to be 
processed. These activities are a fantastic 
way to explore the many areas of science. 
 
We also offer a range of examinations run 
by various recognised institutes in 
Australia and New Zealand.  Students are 
encouraged to check the daily notices for 
more information as the dates for these 
vary over the school year. 
 
In Term 4 we also take part in the 
Canterbury-Westlands Schools Science 
and Technology Fair.  Details will be 
provided later in the year. 
 
 

PTA Annual Meeting 
 

This Wednesday 23 February 
7pm in the Staffroom. 

 
New members welcome 

 
 
 
 

Sports 
 
Waterpolo – First game this Friday 19 Feb 
7:45 – 8:15pm at the Selwyn Aquatic 
Centre. 
 
Basketball - The boys’ basketball trials will 
take place over the next three weeks at 
lunch times at school. Please listen to the 
Daily Notices for dates and times. 
 
 

mailto:sonyasong@kirkwood.school.nz
http://www.kirkwood.school.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
  

Room 13 – Purau Bay Camp 
 
Our camp involved abseiling, canoeing, 
eeling and games.   
 
The fun started when it was a hot day 
canoeing.  Grace and I were wanting to 
get in the water, so when we had the 
chance we dived in.  
  
Also, on the last night of our time at Purau 
Bay, we had a camp quiz in the lodge, we 
were all trying to win some chocolate. 
 
Every day we had the perfect weather, 
except when we were abseiling and it was 
a wee bit windy, but otherwise everything 
went smoothly. 
 
Overall everyone got to know each other 
and had a great time.  Thank you to all 
the parents who came along to help. 
 
By Kendall and Sophie 
 
 

Bus Information for Students from Lincoln 
 
We have been advised by the bus company of the 76 school bus service (Upper Riccarton 
Schools to Lincoln) that the bus picking up Kirkwood students heading to Lincoln has been 
very full in the afternoons.   
 
Just so that you are aware, the school services are provided to supplement the urban bus 
network in areas where public bus routes are being overwhelmed by demand from school 
students at the beginning and end of school hours.  Students therefore have the choice 
between catching the school bus or the urban services. 
 
For older more confident Kirkwood student the alterative urban bus to get them home is the 
#80 Lincoln bus.  To catch this bus, Kirkwood students can cross at the pedestrian signals to 
Wharenui Road and catch the #80 Lincoln from the bus stop outside number 5 Wharenui Road. 
 
You can find maps and timetables for this route at 
www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/Timetable.aspx?routeid=80.  

 
 

http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/Timetable.aspx?routeid=80


 

Congratulations to our 2016 House Captains 
 
Well done to the following students who have been selected for the House Captains positions: 
 
 
Sheppard/Freyberg Salma 

Jayden  

Britten/Te Kanawa  Lexi  
Connor  

Mansfield/Hillary  Isabelle  
Ethan  

Rutherford/Batten Meadow  
Aaron  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Trip to China and Korea 
 

In the past the school has offered children an opportunity to travel to China and Korea for 
around 3 weeks in the September-October school holidays.  
 
This trip has been organised every second year, and interest has been expressed by some 
members of our community for this to happen again this year.  
 
The cost is expected to be around $4000 per person.  To be successful we need a minimum 
of 10 pupils.  If you think you may be interested in this trip could you please complete the slip 
below and return to the office.  
 
Please note, this does not bind you in any way – it is just an indication. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

China and Korea Trip Interest 
 
First and Last Name of Student:  _____________________________________of Room ____ 
   
is interested in attending the China-Korea trip tentatively scheduled for the  
 
September-October school holidays. 
 
 
Parent/Caregiver:  _________________________ 
 
Signed:     _________________________  
 
Contact Phone Number:  _____________________ 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from our School Councellor 
 
Children are settling into their new school year and something like Sunday’s earthquake can be 
very unsettling. It is natural to be distracted, uneasy or scared after another big rock. Let the 
children talk about their thoughts and feelings about Sunday and remind them how you got 
through and reassure them that things are okay now. Share how it was for you too and recap on 
drop, cover and hold etc and your family safety plans. 
Nigel Latta’s tips are always helpful to refer to (see below), if your child is under stress. Note too, 
free earthquake counselling continues in Christchurch- e.g. Petersgate Counselling Centre.  
I hope you find this useful.   
 
Regards  
Sue Molloy 
 
Identifying undue stress 

 sleep problems, nightmares, reluctance to go to bed or get up 

 changes in dressing, eating and toilet habits 

 irritability, uncooperative, listless or bored 

 clinging to family or familiar things, needing objects for security 

 unable to cope with change or ordinary problems 

 reverting to immature behaviour or habits they had previously grown out of 

 changes in relationships with parents, becoming more demanding, possessive, withdrawn, or 
uncommunicative 

 relationships with brothers, sisters and peers become more difficult. 
Often there is an increase in conflict, competition, aggression or withdrawal within these relationships 

 preoccupation with the trauma; wanting to talk about it, playing it out, wanting to see where it happened  

 excessive concern for others; holding back their needs to protect adults and anxiety about loved ones 

 reduced school performance, concentration or ability to play constructively 

 overactive behaviour, restlessness or dissatisfaction 

 small ailments or injuries are exaggerated or used to get comfort and security 

 transitions to school may be more difficult. Often there are problems at the start or end of daily activities 

 exaggerated reactions to small crises. This may be an expression of their distress about the incident which 
often they don’t fully understand. 

How to help 

 It is better to tell children what has happened. Giving them the facts (but without unnecessary detail) 
helps prevent their imagination taking over. 

 Encourage them to express emotions. Fear and sadness are their way of coming to terms with what has 
happened. Hold them or stay with them, offer support while they are upset and then talk about it 
afterwards. Keep communication open by asking questions to find out what they are thinking or 
imagining. Tell them how adults feel and what the actions of adults under stress mean. This will prevent 
children blaming themselves. 

 Reassure them about the future, especially the small details of life which are such an important part of 
their world. 

 Encourage them to continue to be children, to play, explore and laugh when they want to, even though 
the adults may not feel like it. Children are often able to take their minds off the trauma better than 
adults. 

 Maintain routine and familiarity to help children see that life is secure and predictable. 

 Reduce change of any type to a minimum. When change is necessary, take time to prepare children for it.  

 Make time for just being together. Pleasure is an important part of healing. 

 Take seriously all their concerns, complaints and questions. They may be trying to express something 
important which they don’t have the right words for. 

 Parents need to get support to work through their own reactions, so they can help their child. 
 

 



………………………………………………………………………………..……………. 
 
School Swimming Sports – Tuesday 8 March 
 
I/we give permission for …………………………………………… of Room …………… 
 
to attend the school Swimming Sports on Tuesday 8 March and to travel to and from Jellie Park 
Pool by bus. 
 
 Enclosed $5 to cover the cost of the trip or     $5 paid by Internet Banking 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Caregiver: ……………………………………………….. 
 

Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees; 12-3147-0180900-00; 
Particulars: Child’s Surname, First Name; Ref: Swimmin 

Our Term Calendar:   
(you can also refer to our website: 
 www.kirkwood.school.nz) 
 

Mon 22 Feb Year 7 Camp 4 – Room 9 

Tues 23 Feb BoT Meeting 

Wed 24 Feb 
Year 7 Camp 5 – Room 11 
PTA AGM 7pm – All Welcome to attend 

Mon 29 Feb 
Year 7 Camp 6 – Room 12 
Riccarton House – Rooms 8 & 13 

Tues 1 Mar 
Rutherford’s Den – Rooms 1,2, & 3 
Riccarton House – Rooms 10 &11 

Wed 2 Mar 
Rutherford’s Den – Rooms  
4, 5 & 6 
Inter Intermediate School Triathlon 

Wed 2 Mar Photo Day  

Tues 8 Mar School Swimming Sports at Jelly Park 

Wed 9 Mar Year 8 HPV Vaccinations (First of three doses) 

Wed 16 Mar Room 12 Photos 

Thur 17 Mar Inter Intermediate School Bowls Tournament 

Fri 25 Mar Good Friday – school closed 

Mon 28 Mar Easter Monday – school closed 

Tues 29 Mar Easter Tuesday – school closed 

Wed 30 Mar Kids Lit Quiz 

Thur 31 Mar BoT Meeting 

Tues 5 April Inter Intermediate Swimming Sports 

Fri 8 April International Food Festival 

Tues 12 April Inter Intermediate School Rugby League Tournament 

Fri 15 April Last day of Term 1 

http://www.kirkwood.school.nz/


 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
Karen’s Clothing Alterations & Repairs with discount given for school uniforms.  Contact Karen on ph 03 3440455 or 
Email: karensalt@xtra.co.nz 

The fifth anniversary of the 22 February 2011 quake is on Monday 22 February 2016. There are some events on for the 
community to come together and reflect, and remember. 
[https://christchurch.bibliocms.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/09/Earthquake-memorial.jpg] 
 
Earthquake Update For the latest media release from Christchurch City Council visit www.ccc.govt.nz 
 
Civic Memorial Service A Civic Memorial Service<http://ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-community/events-and-festivals/annual-
events/22-february-commemorations/> will be held at midday on the Archery Lawn in the Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
and all members of the public are welcome to attend. The Mayor will give an address at the service. A minute's silence 
will be observed at 12.51pm and the service is expected to end about 1pm. The service will also be 
livestreamed<http://ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-community/events-and-festivals/annual-events/22-february-
commemorations/> if you'd like to attend but can't be there. 
 
River of Flowers event on 22 February http://www.flourish.org.nz/river-of-flowers.html> will take place at over 20 sites 
along the waterway. It is organised by the Avon-Otakaro Network and Flourish Inc. 
This event was first held on 22 February 2012, and is a way for the city to come together and let go through dropping 
flowers into the river, and to share two minutes of silence to remember those who have died, been injured, or who have 
lost their homes 
 
Bloom at Canterbury Museum http://www.canterburymuseum.com/event/291/> is an exhibition commemorating the fifth 
anniversary of the 22 February 2011 earthquake through poetry, stories and flowers. 
 
The Roots of Christchurch This yoga event<http://bethere.co.nz/event/22564> at The Commons promises to be "a very 

special mindful meditation-yoga class experience". 
 
Free Earthquake Counselling visit http://www.petersgate.org.nz 
 
Horizons Oscar  Programme Supervisor vacancy.  For more info contact admin@horizonsoscar.net.nz or  
www.horizonoscar.net.nz 
 

SPORTS/CLUBS 
 
SUMMER FOOTBALL visit: www.hawkfootball.co.nz 
Jenn Halliday, General Manager, is available on 027 873 3329 and huafcgm@gmail.com 
 
Halswell Rugby League Netball Club are having their registration night next Tuesday the 9th of February 6 - 7pm at the 
Halswell Rugby League Clubrooms.  
You can also register online at www.sporty.co.nz/hrlnc 
 
Prebbleton Rugby Football Club   :  www.prebbletonrugby.co.nz 
JAB Registration Sunday 14 February: 10:30am – 12 noon & Tuesday 16 February: 6pm – 7:30pm at the Clubrooms, 
Prebbleton Domain, Tosswill Road.  Enquiries: Junior Club Captain:  Telsa Buckley 021-574 943    
 

High School Old Boys Rugby Club The family club junior rugby registrations are beginning this Sunday 21 
February.  For more information visit www.oldboys.co.nz 
 
Marist Albion RFC Junior Rugby 2016 player registration happening now.  For membership enquiries visit 

www.maristalbio.co.nz 
 
 

PROGRAMMES/EVENTS 
 
Drama Classes For more information, please visit www.freetheatre.org.nz/education.html. 
 
Christchurch Boys Choir Auditions For information on this, or to book an audition time, please email Angus Simmons 
at musicaldirector@christchurchboyschoir.co.nz  
 
Kiwi kids love riding their bikes. We want to make it as safe and easy as possible for them to do just that and support 
them to develop lifelong active transport habits.  Consultation on a Major Cycle Route in your community is starting 
soon.  Have your say:  ccc.govt.nz/haveyoursay 
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XRACE event for families– Christchurch Saturday 19 March at 10:00am.  For details www.xrace.co.nz 
 
Children’s Day Sunday 6 March 11am – 3pm.  Free community event at Spencer Park.  For more info Ph 941 8999 or 

check the Be There website http://bethere.co.nz/ 
 
Free Theatre Christchurch Weekly drama classes held at The Gym, in the Arts Centre. Explore puppetrym mask, 
physical theatre, coice work and sound and music making.  For details email education@freetheatre.og.nz 
 
The Landing Sunday Sessions will be held on every Sunday in February – 7, 14, 21 & 28 February from 3pm – 6pm.  
For more info visit www.thelandingwigram.co.nz 
 
Culture Galore – Saturday 12 March 12 noon – 4pm, Ray Blank Park, Maidstone Road.  A celebration of culture, 
showcasing performing arts, crafts, demonstrations and global food.  For more details ph 941 8999 (cancelled if wet) 

New Radio Show-Lighthouse of Hope   Heading back to school can be a really stressful and challenging time for 
parents, caregivers and students. Plains FM has a new show to help anyone who is feeling down, stressed, or who is 
struggling in life. The show combines the latest research, personal stories and practical advice. In episode one TV 
presenter Sonia Gray shares her struggle with anxiety and depression. 
11am Tuesdays on Plains FM 96.9, also available in podcast from www.plainsfm.org.nz under Lighthouse of 
Hope. http://www.plainsfm.org.nz/podcasts/programme/lighthouse-hope/ 
 

Events supported Fendalton/Waimairi Community Board as follows: 
 

Culture Galore - Saturday 12 March, 12 noon - 4pm, Ray Blank Park, Maidstone Road.  A celebration of culture, 

showcasing performing arts, crafts, demonstrations and global food.   
 
Bishopdale Skate Jam - Friday 18 March, 3.30pm - 6.30pm, Bishopdale Park, Leacroft Street.  Learn to skate with 
Skate Skool team, free gear hire available, free BBQ, best trick competitionDDI: 03 941-6451 
For further details Email: sally.holtham@ccc.govt.nz Web: www.ccc.govt.nz<http://www.ccc.govt.nz/>  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily endorse or support any  
of the services advertised 

 
260 RICCARTON ROAD, P.O. BOX 29-242, CHRISTCHURCH 8440. PHONE: 03 348 7718. FACSIMILE 03 348 1085 

Email: school.information@kirkwood.school.nz                     www.kirkwood.school.nz 
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