
  
School Newsletter                              Term 1 Week 3 2015 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Welcome to this edition of our schools 
newsletter.  I hope you and your family are 
settling into life at Kirkwood in 2015.  Walking 
around the school it is so good to see so many 
children looking really settled and happy.  I 
hope this will continue all year.  
 
Our Year 7 classes have started their cycle of 
camps at Purau Bay. These camps will be 
completed next week when Rooms 9 and 1 will 
enjoy their time away.  I would like to say thank 
you for the very positive support we have 
received from our parents – without this, camps 
would be impossible to hold.  Also, a big thank 
you to the staff who have accompanied the 
Year 7 camps.  It is a very good way to start the 
year for our Year 7 students and the support of 
our teaching and support staff is invaluable.  
 
Our Year 8 students have also been very busy 
applying for leadership positions around the 
school.  Last week we announced our eight 
House Captains for 2015.  This is one of the 
most difficult decisions we make as we have so 
many very suitable applicants.  A key message 
we try to get across to all of our children is that 
they should never stop trying – even if they are 
unsuccessful, they should keep positive and 
continue to look for opportunities wherever they 
can.  Resilience is a very positive attitude to 
have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Board of Trustees held its first meeting last 
week.  You will find attached to this newsletter a 
letter from our Board Chairman inviting 
interested parents to come to a Board meeting 
and let us know if you might be interested in 
joining the Board.  I am always happy to spend 
time with any interested parent discussing how 
a Board works and the sort of commitment you 
might make if you join a Board.  Feel welcome 
to contact me at any time if you have questions 
about this. 
 
Whilst it is still early in the year, it does seem 
that the school year has started off well.  In 
general our Year 8’s have come back keen and 
interested and our Year 7’s are becoming used 
to how things happen at Kirkwood.  It is 
important to remember that we are here to work 
with you and your child to ensure they get the 
most out of their time with us.  Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Phil Tappenden 
Principal 
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School class photos 

 
 will be taken 

 

Wednesday 4 March 

 
Mark this in your diary now 

so you don’t forget! 
 

Please make sure correct school uniform is 
worn on this day. 
 

Road Safety 
Please can you emphasize 
to your children how 
important it is to cross 
Riccarton Road at the 
pedestrian crossing by 
Wharenui Road.  If you are 
dropping your child off 
opposite the school, they 
must walk down the road to 
this crossing.  Please do not 

help them to cross opposite the school.   
Thank you for your support with this.  

School Cell Phone 
For texting absentees only please. 

027 4163414.   
(Please note – we do not reply.) 

 
If you have an urgent or important message 

that you want passed to your child, 
please ring the office on 348 7718.  

 (If you text or email, we may not read the 
message in time.) 

Thanks. 
 

Parents of Year 8 children  
 

Please note:  If the care of your child and 
contact arrangements have changed over 

the Christmas break – please email, 
phone or write a note to the office 

updating your details.   
 

Thank you. 

. Library 
Homework Club 

 Tuesday & Thursday afternoons  
from 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

This is for pupils to do homework, research 
and to ‘ask any questions’ which is a service 

provided by the Christchurch City Library. 
 

Drink & biscuits will be provided. 
 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 
Please ensure you do not drive up the school 
driveway (front & back entrances) to drop off 
or pick up your children either before or after 
school.  It is too unsafe for our children. 
 

Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Internet Banking 
The school bank details are as follows: 

Account Name:  Kirkwood Intermediate Board of Trustees  
Account Number:  12-3147-0180900-00 
Particulars:  Child’s name (surname and first name) 
Reference:  Parent’s/caregiver’s name (surname and first name) 
 
For those of you who wish to pay by internet banking for any school activities during the year, 
please make sure you return the permission slip, ticking the box saying that you are paying  

via the internet. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

ICAS  
 (International Competitions and 

Assessments for Schools) 
 

These tests are by no means compulsory 
and may suit the more able pupil. 

If you wish to have your child enter, 
please return the slip (later in this 

newsletter) together with payment to the 
school office by the Friday 27 February.  

   
If you require further information, please 

contact  the school. 
 

Facebook 
 
 

Kirkwood Intermediate School  
now have a Facebook page. 

 
We welcome you to visit our page. 

 
 

Recall of  PE Tops with no logo 
 
If you purchased a PE top over the holidays 
and it has not got a Kirkwood school logo on 
it, please could you return it to The 
Warehouse for a replacement of one that 
has the logo.  
 
Normally these tops are embroidered 
offshore when they are manufactured but 
for some reason this did not happen with 
one shipment, and some tops had been 
sold before The Warehouse realised 
this.  They have been busy getting the 
remainder of their stock embroidered. 
 
 

Girls’ Self Defence (GSD) 

We offer a course of GSD  in the middle of 
Term 1 for Rooms 8, 9, 10, and 11 (some of 
the Year 7 classes).   

This is free and run by the Ministry of Social 
Development during school hours.  We are 
accessing permission forms for parents, 
caregivers and whanau to sign.  Each 
course is for 25 girls so it is first in first serve 
type basis.   

If there are spaces left over these are given 
to the Year 8 girls who have not been 
present before.   

In Term 2 we will run with the rest of the 
Year 7 girls.  Everyone who wants to join 
will be given the opportunity. 

Book Club orders 
 

are due by 24 February 
 

Please post in the 
office slot. 

 

Piano Lessons 
One of the forms given to the Piano 
Teacher was unfortunately destroyed by her 
puppy.  
 
If you have not heard from her please 
phone  Yolande on ph 03 304 7033 or  
0274 877 808 as soon as possible.   
 
Thank you  
 

 



School Swimming Sports 
Well done to all of our students for competing  in the recent School Swimming sports. 
Congratulations to those who have been selected to represent Kirkwood at the next 

Intermediates’ Schools competition in March 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

. 



Purau Bay Room 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Balloon Volleyball 

Mathew and 
Amanda 
Abseiling 

Jayden, Lexi & Ella  



Message from the Board Chairman 
 
 
To all parents and members of our school community 
 
The Board of Trustees welcomes you and your child to Kirkwood Intermediate for 2015. 
 
The Board has overall responsibility for ensuring Kirkwood meets all of its legal 
responsibilities and continues to promote student achievement. The Board is responsible for 
the school’s finances, for employing all of the staff, and for the maintenance of all school 
facilities.   
 
The Board enjoys the full support of the principal and the senior management team. We see 
ourselves as experienced and capable of fulfilling our responsibilities in a professional 
manner.  
 
Part of our strategic planning includes succession planning for the Board. To that end we 
are looking for parents or members of the community to join the Board. If you think that you 
could make a valuable contribution to the Board, please contact me or the principal, Phil 
Tappenden, for further information. You are also welcome to attend our next meeting which 
will be held in the staffroom on 19 March at 5:15. 
 
It would be great to have some new faces on our Board. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
Paul Lancaster 
Board Chairman 
021 029 35054 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our 2015 House Captains 
 
 
Well done to the following students who have been selected for the House Captains 
positions: 
 
 

Sheppard/Freyberg Callum  
Sophie  

Britten/Te Kanawa  Kaleb  
Kate  

Mansfield/Hillary  Molly  
Lane  

Rutherford/Batten Naia  
Nathan  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Term Calendar:   
(you can also refer to our website: 
 www.kirkwood.school.nz) 
 

Mon 23 Feb Year 7 Camp 5 – Room 9 

Wed 25 Feb Year 7 Camp 6 – Room 6 

Wed 4 Mar Photo Day 

Mon 9 Mar Rooms 1 & 8  Riccarton House trip 

Tues 10 Mar Rooms 9 & 10  Riccarton House trip 

Wed 11 Mar Intermediates’ Triathlon @ Pegasus 

Thur 12 Mar Rooms 11 & 13  Riccarton House trip 

Thur 19 Mar 
BoT Meeting 
Intermediates’ Bowls Championship 

Fri 20 Mar International Food Festival 

Wed 25 Mar Rugby League Tournament 

Tues 31 Mar 
Intermediates’ Swimming Sports @ Selwyn Aquatic 
Centre 

Fri 3 April Good Friday – school closed 

  Easter Monday – school closed 

Mon 27 April ANZAC Day – school closed 

Kirkwood Intermediate School PTA Fundraiser 
 

Honey Dew Honey for sale - $6 per jar 
 

If you would like to purchase a jar/s of honey dew honey please fill in the order form below 
and post in the office slot. 
 
Orders will be delivered to your child within the next few weeks. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Honey Dew Honey:  Kirkwood Intermediate PTA Fundraiser 
 
I wish to purchase ……. jars of honey dew @ $6 per jar. 
 
Name of parent/caregiver:………………………………………….... Ph no: ……………. 
 
Child’s first and last name:…………………………………………….…Room no:……… 

 
Total enclosed $.......................... 

 

http://www.kirkwood.school.nz/


 

Science Badges 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
  
Here at Kirkwood Intermediate we offer a number of wonderful opportunities for our 
students in and out of school hours.  Science badges are a fantastic way to explore the 
world and work on a series of activities. 
  
How it works: 
 

 Teachers have samples of Science Badge activity sheets.  Students choose a 
sample sheet and are able to start to complete activities at home. 
 

 Activities are shown to the classroom teacher for verification of completion.  If the 
student wishes to complete more activities to earn the badge, they need to complete 
a form detailing their chosen Science Badge with $5 enclosed in a payment envelope 
and handed into the office. 
 

 As soon as the full sheet arrives, students continue and complete the 20 points 
required to obtain the badge.  
 

 When completed, hand in the verified sheet to Miss Toaolamai in Room 5 and you 
will be awarded your Science Badge and certificate. 

  
How much help should students be given? 
 

 The activities are designed for Years 7 – 10 and students should be able to work on 
them by themselves. 
 

 There is a wide range of activities and students select them independently. 
 

For further information please view Science Badges: www.sciencebadges.co.nz  or 
ask your classroom teacher. 
  
Regards 
 
Tamara Toaolamai 
Science Curriculum Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accountant Required 
 

Does anyone know an accountant who would be willing to help the school by doing an  
Audit Review of the PTA’s 2014 accounts? 
 
This is necessary to retain our charitable status.  Our accounts are in excellent order, and 
well prepared so this should be a relatively simple task. 
 
Please contact Geraldine McCormick  at school on 348 7718 

 
Thank you in anticipation. 

 
 

http://www.sciencebadges.co.nz/


ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
Re: ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) 
 
It is again possible for your child to participate in the ICAS  Science, Digital Technologies, Writing, 
Spelling, English and Mathematics competitions.  These tests are provided by the University of New 
South Wales and detailed results are provided for each child. 
 
These competitions take place on the following dates  
 Digital Technology    Tuesday 19 May 
 Science     Wednesday 3 June 
 Spelling/Writing    Tuesday 16 June 
 English     Tuesday 28  July 
 Mathematics     Tuesday 11 August 
 

 
These tests are by no means compulsory and may suit the more able pupil.   
If you wish to have your child enter, please return the slip together with payment to the 
school office by the Friday 27 February.   If you require further information, please contact me at 
the school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Peter Aitken 
Deputy Principal 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) 
 
Student Name: ……………………………………… Room…………..  
 
Would like to take part in the following: (please tick the appropriate box) 
 

Subject   

Digital Technologies   $8.50  

Science   $8.50  

Writing $19.50  

Spelling $10.50  

English   $8.50  

Mathematics   $8.50  

TOTAL to be paid  $ 

 
 
Payment of $ ……….. for ………. subjects is enclosed 
 
Please note – payment must be by cash or cheque to the school office.   

No payment via Internet banking please. 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Caregiver: ……………………………………………….. 

 
 
 
 
 



Change to Bus Times 
 
There are some changes to the Bus service which will take effect on Monday 23 February.  
They are as follows: 
 

 No 761 Bus which runs from Prebbleton to Kirkwood will now leave at 7:35am (old 

time was 7:40am); 

 

 No 763 Bus which used to leave Church Corner in the afternoon now leaves from 

outside Villa Maria College at 3:25pm.  

Any queries please visit the Metro Bus Service website: 
 
http://www.metroinfo.co.nz/timetables/Pages/default.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counsellor 
Good afternoon Parents, Caregivers and Whanau   
 

‘Changing Bad Habits for Good’. 
  
I remember an individual I had a few years back. No matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t get her to 

change her habits.  I literally taught her EXACTLY what she needed to do in order to 

completely transform herself but NOTHING seemed to get through to her. I asked myself, “why 

is it that she can’t change?”  Then, a supervisor of mine, who’s had a TON of experience with 

these sort of cases let me in on the real reason she simply couldn’t make a change.  
 

I have to share this with you because what I learned can change your life too!   You see my 

supervisor had an experience just like mine, where individuals continued to make bad choices 
even though they know better.  
 
He dug into the research about behavior and if you follow the link you will find out what he 
found. 
 
http://kirkwood.school.nz/our-students/teachers-students-blog/counsellor/ 
 

I hope you enjoy the article.  There will be more next time! 

I am still convalescing at home and am looking forward to the day I can come back to Kirkwood 
Intermediate.    Remember, if you want you can call and leave a message at the office           
348 7718 or email me on chrytalwitte@kirkwood.school.nz at any time.  Remember I’m not so 
good at 3.45 am!   

Kind regards 

Chrystal,  
Counsellor 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
PROGRAMMES/EVENTS 

Riccarton Scout Group will be re-establishing its scout section in Term one of 2015. This a great  

opportunity for both boys & girls in Years 7‐10 to get involved in the scouting movement.  Scouting has a 
progressive Award Scheme based on the four cornerstones of outdoors, community,  personal development  
& new experiences.  These cornestones can help you gain practical skills and life skills such as 
leadership, responsibility and confidence.  The group meets in the Riccarton Bush grounds on a Monday night 
from 7pm – 9pm.  All are welcome.   Enquires to Grant McIver group leader 027 9135492 
or grant.mciver@clear.net.nz 
 
Air Force Museum Children’s Day:   Sunday 1 March 10am – 3pm.  Come along for this FREE community 
event  held at the Air Force Museum at Wigram.  There will be 40 fun filled activities which are all free.  Please 
bring your own drinking water.  For more info ph 941 8999 or visit the website http://bethere.co.nz/ 
Culture galore!  Dance to the beat of a different drum.  Saturday 7 March 12noon- 4pm at Ray Blank Park in 
Maidstone Road.  A celebration of culture, showcasing performing arts, crafts, demonstrations and global 
food.  For more info ph 941 8999.  Cancelled if wet. 
Orienteering Day at the Groynes, Recreation Lakes, Johns Road.  Sunday 22 February.  Mass starts 
regularly from 10:30am to 1pm.  Ph 941 8999 or visit bethere.co.nz for details. 
Helen O’Grady Drama Academy – Confidence, Communication, Creativity, Public Speaking – For details ph 
0800 161 131 or visit www.helenogrady.co.nzVolunteers needed for a University of Auckland research 
project.  The research aims to compare the effects of different types of nutrition labels on household food 
shopping choices. Volunteers living anywhere in New Zealand and who own a smartphone can take part. 
Study participants will receive up to $90: a $10 voucher at week 1 and $80 voucher on completion of the 5-
week study and questionnaire.For more info visit:   https://diet.auckland.ac.nz/content/starlight 
CHILDREN'S DAY:  Sunday 1 March 10am - 3pm.  Come along and celebrate Children's Day a FREE 
community event at Air Force Museum at Wigram. Entry to the park is FREE and all 50 fun filled activities are 
FREE. Please bring your own drinking water.  For more information contact 941 8999 or check the Be There 
website http://bethere.co.nz/ 

  

  
SPORTS/CLUBS 
 

Girl’s Cricket  - Please call Barry on 021 336 837 or email barry@denver.co.nz if your daughter (year 4-8) is 
interested  in playing girls cricket this year in a girls only competition. For more info visit 
on http://www.sportsground.co.nz/girlscricket 
Halswell Rugby League Netball – Registration/years 1-4 info night Monday 9 Feb 6pm – 7pm or register 
online at  www.sportsground.co.nz/hrinc before Wednesday 13 Feb.   
High School Old Boys Rugby Club:  For details and Registrations days visit www.oldboys.co.nz 
Marist Albion RFC Junior Rugby.  For details and Registration days visit www.maristalbion.co.nz 
Delta Rhythmic Gymnastic Club: interested in gymnastics and enjoy dancing? Delta Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Club has a space for you.  We offer Recreational classes on Mondays and Wednesday for 5 - 8 year olds, and 
train competitive levels 1-10 most nights of the week.  Come and give it a try. Just call Sarah on 354-5552 and 
visit us at Middleton Grange Primary school hall, 50 Acacia Ave,  
Hornby Rugby League:  Club registration day for both Senior and Junior Players: Sunday 15th Feb @ 10am-
12pm & Tuesday 17th Feb @ 4:30pm-6pm. If you can not make these registration days contact 
Diane dabismans@msn.com or call/text 021 0829 1791. 
Give Golf a Go at Junior Tiger Tournament  held at Russley Golf Club on Sunday 8 March at 
8.30am.    Register on line at www.juniortiger.co.nz, or for more info contact Rachel Thow 359 4000. 
Family Funday & Football Fest:  Oaklands School 22 Feb 11am – 4pm.  Free community event with family 
activities.  www.harmony.org.nz   www.hawkfootball.org.nz  
Templeton Netball Club: Registrations & details http://www.sportsground.co.nz/templetonnetball/91267/ or 
email templetonnetball@gmail.com  ph no: 022 3053958 
 

Please note: Kirkwood Intermediate does not necessarily endorse or support any  
of the services advertised 
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